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T
he pharaohs of ancient Egypt have left 
an indelible mark on the land they 
once ruled. From their magnificent 
pyramids towering above the barren 
sands of the desert, to their treasure-

laden tombs deep below ground, the pharaohs’ 
power remains visible for all to see. But who were 
they, and how did they live?

In this Essential Guide, we’ll be taking a closer 
look at the men and women who ruled ancient 
Egypt – from the unification of Upper and Lower 
Egypt in c3100 BC, to the end of the pharaonic 

era in 30 BC. Helping us to separate fact from 
fiction is historian and Egyptologist Professor 
Joyce Tyldesley, who will answer questions on 
some of the most important aspects of the topic 
– from the reigns of female kings, to the training 
undertaken by royal heirs. 

We’ll also step inside the long-lost tomb 
of Tutankhamun, find out what happened to 
the bodies of Egyptian kings after they died, 
and learn about the gods and goddesses they 
worshipped. But first, turn over the page to 
explore a dynastical timeline of ancient Egypt... 
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JOYCE  
TYLDESLEY

is professor of 
Egyptology at 

the University of 
Manchester. Her latest 
book, Tutankhamun 

– Pharaoh, Icon, 
Enigma: Ten Tales 

of Egypt’s Enduring 
King, is due to be 

published by Headline 
on 27 October

Professor Joyce 

Tyldesley discusses 

the pharaohs of ancient 

Egypt on the HistoryExtra 

podcast: historyextra.

com/pharaohs-qa
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Discover more than 3,000 years of kingly rule with our handy  

overview of key dates and dynasties
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Egyptian pharaohs 

Professor Joyce Tyldesley answers questions about Egypt’s ancient rulers

36 Egypt’s most powerful women 
Men weren’t the only people to shape one of antiquity’s greatest civilisations 

38 Life as a pharaoh
What was daily life really like for the rulers of ancient Egypt?

42 Six things you (probably) didn’t know  
about Tutankhamun

He is one of Egypt’s most famous pharaohs, but how much  
do you really know about the young ruler?

46 Inside Tutankhamun’s tomb
Explore the final resting place of the so-called ‘boy king’, whose discovery in 

1922 remains one of the world’s greatest archaeological finds
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Discover the tombs and temples that continue to enthral visitors today

50 The men who ruled Egypt
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KEY DATES IN ANCIENT EGYPT

THE AGE OF  
THE PHARAOHS

We chart nearly 3,000 years of pharaonic  
rule – from the reigning dynasties, to key  
moments in ancient Egyptian history
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c3000–2686 BC 1069–664 BC 332–30 BC1650–1550 BC2686–2160 BC 1550–1069 BC

1295–1069 BC

 664–332 BC2055–1650 BC2160–2055 BC

1st Dynasty:  
c3000–2890 BC

H First pharaoh: Aha  
(c3000 BC–unknown) 

Last pharaoh: Qa‘a 
(unknown–2890 BC) 

2nd Dynasty: 
2890–2686 BC
First pharaoh: 

Hetepsekhemwy 
 (2890 BC–unknown) 

Last pharaoh: 
Khasekhemwy 

(unknown–2686 BC)

KEY INFO
H The era directly following 

the unification of Upper 
and Lower Egypt in c3100 

BC, the Early Dynastic 
Period sees a capital city 
established at Memphis.

3rd Dynasty: 
2686–2613 BC

First pharaoh: Nebka (2686–2667 BC) 
Last pharaoh: Huni (2637–2613 BC)

4th Dynasty: 
2613–2494 BC

First pharaoh: Sneferu (2613–2589 BC) 
Last pharaoh: Shepseskaf (2503–2498 BC)

5th Dynasty: 
2494–2345 BC

First pharaoh: Userkaf (2494–2487 BC) 
Last pharaoh: Unas (2375–2345 BC)

6th Dynasty: 
2345–2181 BC

First pharaoh: Teti (2345–2323 BC) 
Last pharaoh: Nitiqret (2184–2181 BC)

7th and 8th Dynasties: 
2181–2160 BC

Several ephemeral kings ruled in the  
7th Dynasty, most of whom took the name 

of Neferkara – probably in imitation of 
the throne name of Pepy II (6th Dynasty, 

2278–2184 BC). The short-lived 8th 
Dynasty was equally unstable and saw  

the collapse of the Old Kingdom  
system of control.

KEY INFO
The first true, flat-sided pyramids are built 
during the reign of Sneferu (founder of the 
4th Dynasty), in place of the step pyramids 

commonly found in the 3rd Dynasty. 
Sneferu’s son, Khufu (2589–2566 BC), 

builds the Great Pyramid of Giza, and the 
Great Sphinx follows, probably during the 

reign of Khafre (Khufu’s son and successor, 
2558–2532 BC), together with a second 

pyramid. The third pyramid at Giza is 
probably built during the reign of Khafre’s 

successor, Menkaure (2532–2503 BC). 
Egypt splits into several political units after 
the 94-year reign of Pepy II (6th Dynasty).

9th and 10th 
Dynasties:  

2160–2025 BC
G First pharaoh: 

Khety (2160 
BC–unknown) 
Last pharaoh: 

Merykara 
(unknown 
–2025 BC)  

11th Dynasty 
(Thebes only): 
2125–2055 BC
First pharaoh: 
Intef I (2125–

2112 BC) 
Last pharaoh: 
Intef III (2063–

2055 BC)

KEY INFO
Centralised 

power weakens 
during this 
period, and 

Egypt is 
ruled by two 
competing 
dynasties.  

One is based at 
Heracleopolis 
in the north, 

with the other 
based at 

Thebes in the 
south. 

11th Dynasty (all Egypt): 
2055–1985 BC

First pharaoh: Mentuhotep II 
(2055–2004 BC) 

Last pharaoh: Mentuhotep IV 
(1992–1985 BC)

12th Dynasty: 
1985–1773 BC

First pharaoh: Amenemhat I 
(1985–1956 BC) 

Last pharaoh: Queen 
Sobekneferu (1777–1773 BC)

13th Dynasty: 
1773–after 1650 BC

First pharaoh: Wegaf  
(1773 BC–unknown) 

Last pharaoh: Ay  
(exact dates unknown)

14th Dynasty: 
1773–1650 BC  

Believed to be minor 
rulers whose reigns were 

contemporary with the 13th  
or 15th Dynasties

KEY INFO
H Upper and Lower Egypt are 
reunified under Mentuhotep 
II (pictured below). Evidence 

indicates a shift in the pharaoh’s 
role as political and spiritual 

leader during this period, 
as well as changes in the 

organisation of society, religious 
beliefs, and relations with 

neighbouring peoples. During 
the 12th Dynasty a new capital is 

established, at Idj Tawy.

15th Dynasty: 
1650–1550 BC
First pharaoh: 

Salitis/Sekerher 
(1650 BC–
unknown) 

Last pharaoh: 
Khamudi  

(exact dates 
unknown)

16th Dynasty: 
1650–1580 BC 
Theban rulers 
contemporary 

with 15th 
Dynasty

17th Dynasty: 
c1580–1550 BC
First pharaoh: 

Rahotep  
(c1580 BC–
unknown 

Last pharaoh: 
Kamose  

(1555–1550 BC)

KEY INFO
Egypt is once 
again ruled 

by competing 
dynasties, with 
the north ruled 
by the Hyksos 
– descendants 
of people from 
western Asia 

who had settled 
in the eastern 

Nile Delta – who 
ally with rulers of 

Kerma in Nubia 
against the 

Egyptian 16th 
Dynasty, based 

in Thebes.

F 18th Dynasty: 
1550–1295 BC

First pharaoh: Ahmose I 
(1550–1525 BC) 

Last pharaoh: Horemheb 
(1323–1295 BC)

19th Dynasty:  
1295–1186 BC

=First pharaoh: Ramesses I  
(1295–1294 BC) 

Last pharaoh: Queen Tausret  
(1188–1186 BC)

20th Dynasty:
1186–1069 BC

First pharaoh: Sethnakht (1186–1184 BC) 
Last pharaoh: Ramesses XI (1099–1069 BC)

KEY INFO
H Ahmose I drives the Hyksos from the 

Delta and reunites Egypt, ushering in nearly 
500 years of political and economic stability. 

The following Ramesside period is a high 
point in Egyptian history, with great building 
projects – particularly during the 1279–1213 
BC rule of Ramesses II (pictured below) – 
and conquests in Syria, Libya and Nubia.

21st Dynasty: 
1069–945 BC

First pharaoh: Smendes (1069–1043 BC) 
Last pharaoh: Psusennes II (959–945 BC)

22nd Dynasty: 
945–715 BC

First pharaoh: Sheshonq I  
(945–924 BC) 

Last pharaoh: Osorkon IV  
(unknown–715 BC)

23rd Dynasty: 
818–715 BC (contemporary with late 22nd,  

24th and early 25th dynasties)
Pharaohs include: 

Pedubastis I 
Takelot III 

Iuput II

24th Dynasty: 
727–715 BC

Known pharaoh: Bakenrenef (720–715 BC)
 

25th Dynasty: 
747–656 BC

First pharaoh: Piy (747–716 BC) 
Last pharaoh: Tanutamani (664–656 BC)

KEY INFO
H The death of Ramesses XI in 1069 BC 

sees Egypt descend into some 400 years of 
politically divided rule, with various centres 
of power and a loss of control over Nubia 
(Kush) in the south, which is ruled by an 
independent dynasty in the mid-eighth 

century BC. In the late eighth century BC, 
the Kushite ruler Piy (whose victory stele is 
pictured below), invades Egypt and lays the 

foundations for the 25th Dynasty.

Macedonian Dynasty: 
332–305 BC

First pharaoh: Alexander 
the Great (332–323 BC) 

Last pharaoh: Alexander IV 
(317–310 BC, nominal ruler 

310–305 BC)

Ptolemaic Dynasty: 
305 BC–30 AD

First pharaoh: Ptolemy I 
Soter (305–285 BC) 

Last pharaoh: Ptolemy XV 
Caesarion (44–30 BC)

KEY INFO
H After Alexander the 

Great’s death, rule passes 
to one of his generals, 
Ptolemy. Antony and 
Cleopatra’s defeat at 

Actium by Octavian (future 
Roman Emperor Augustus) 

in 31 BC is followed by 
the murder of Egypt’s last 
pharaoh, Cleopatra’s son 
Caesarion (pictured with 
his mother, below), the 

following year.

26th Dynasty: 
664–525 BC

First pharaoh: Psamtek I 
(664–610 BC) 

Last pharaoh: Psamtek III 
(526–525 BC)

27th Dynasty 
(1st Persian Period): 

525–404 BC
First pharaoh: Cambyses 

(525–522 BC) 
Last pharaoh: Artaxerxes II 

(405–359 BC)

28th Dynasty: 
404–399 BC

Only pharaoh: Amyrtaios 
(404–399 BC)

29th Dynasty: 
399–380 BC

First pharaoh: Nepherites I 
(399–393 BC) 

Last pharaoh: Nepherites II 
(c380 BC)

 
30th Dynasty: 
380–343 BC

First pharaoh: Nectanebo I 
(380–362 BC) 

Last pharaoh: Nectanebo II 
(360–343 BC)

2nd Persian Period: 
343–332 BC

First pharaoh: Artaxerxes 
III Ochus (343–338 BC) 
Last pharaoh: Darius III 
Codoman (336–332 BC)

KEY INFO
Egypt sees considerable turmoil with foreign 
powers threatening throughout the period.  

In 525 BC, the Achaemenid Persian empire invades 
for the first time but will be ousted by  

Alexander the Great in 332 BC.

*The dates used in this feature are derived from The Oxford History of Ancient Egypt, edited 
by Ian Shaw (OUP, 2000). Please note that dates will vary between different sources.
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Q&A: EGYPTIAN PHARAOHS

Q: What does the word
‘pharaoh’ mean and when
was it first used?

A: It comes from the ancient Egyptian  
for ‘great house’, but what it actually 
means is ‘king’. And it’s a word that 
today we use to describe ancient kings 
of Egypt, but the Egyptians themselves 
didn’t always use it. 

Q: When did the era of the
Egyptian pharaohs begin?

A: The first person we can really 
say ruled all of Egypt was Narmer in 
about 3100 BC. Before that, the land 
we now know as Egypt was made up 
of independent cities and satellite 
communities along the Nile and in the 
Nile Delta. So, the era of the pharaohs can 

really be seen to have begun 
with political unification of 
the country and continued to 
the reign of Cleopatra, who 
died in 30 BC. And there was 
never any real determination 
to break away from having 
a king, or pharaoh, of Egypt 
during this time.

Q: How many pharaohs
ruled Egypt between
c3100 BC and 30 BC?

A: It’s very difficult to tell. 
For some periods, we have 
really good records, but for 
other periods we don’t have 
any records at all, so it’s very 
hard to trace king after king. 
What’s more, during the times 

when Egypt was split into two separate 
kingdoms, there were two rival pharaohs 
on the throne at the same time, which 
also confuses things. And there were also 
occasions when kings ruled together, as 
well as regencies. But I would say there 
were probably at least 300 pharaohs 
during this period, possibly more, 
although they were not all from the same 
family line. 

Q: Why did the pharaonic
era last so long?

A: I think it’s because the pharaohs told 
everybody that they were indispensable 
and were the only people in Egypt who 
could communicate with the gods. The 
gods were everything to the ancient 

Egyptians, so if you can convince 
the people that you are the one 

person who can talk to 
them and keep 

them happy, 
then it’s 

EVERYTHING YOU  
WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT 

EGYPTIAN PHARAOHS
Professor Joyce Tyldesley answers key questions  

about Egypt’s ancient rulers and the power they wielded 

very unlikely that they will 
try and get rid of you. We do 
know of pharaohs who were 
assassinated, such as Ramesses 
III in 1153 BC, but it didn’t 
happen very often. And there 
was never a move to replace a 
king with a democratic system 
of rule. I think the ancient 
Egyptians just couldn’t imagine 
life without a pharaoh; even 
their afterlife was ruled by a 
king – Osiris.

Q: How did ancient
Egyptians feel about
being ruled by a
female pharaoh?

A: It was decided, right at 
the start of the dynastic age, 
that it was possible for a 
woman to rule Egypt, but it 
wasn’t considered an ideal 
situation. It was preferable 
for rule to pass from pharaoh to son, or 
to another male who had been adopted 
and who had assumed the role of son. But 
occasionally, where there was no obvious 
male successor, it was necessary for a 
woman to rule. This only happened a few 
times, and during their reigns, female 
pharaohs were accepted. Hatshepsut, for 
example, who is the female pharaoh most 
people know about, was on the throne for 
about 20 years and Egypt seems to have 
flourished during her reign. But after 
she had died, she wasn’t looked upon so 
kindly and was pretty much cut out of 
history by her successor. If it wasn’t for 
her magnificent temple at Deir el-Bahri, 
we wouldn’t know much about her. But 
during their actual reigns, people didn’t 

seem to have a problem with being ruled 
by a female pharaoh. 

Once you had been crowned king, 
it didn’t matter who you were before; 
the act of being crowned meant that 
you would be acceptable to the people 
from that point onwards. There was no 
going back once you’d been proclaimed 
king. This is why we tend to use the title 
‘female pharaoh’ or ‘female king’ rather 
than ‘queen’, which has very different 
meanings when used in a modern, 
English context. When we’re discussing 
ancient Egypt, we’re not just talking 
about a strong ruling queen, we’re 

talking about a woman who has taken 
that extra step and become the king.

Q: What training did future
pharaohs have to undertake?

A: It’s difficult to know for sure, but we 
do have some indications; we know that 
some kings were trained in military arts, 
for example. Tutankhamun had writing 
palettes in his tomb, so we think that 
he was trained in reading and writing 
as well. And it seems that there was a 
system of tutors who were attached to the 
royal palace. The problem was, though, 

“IT WAS 
DECIDED THAT

IT WAS POSSIBLE 
FOR A WOMAN 

TO RULE EGYPT, 
BUT IT WASN’T
CONSIDERED 

IDEAL”

LEFT: Even the afterlife 
was ruled by a king. 
Here, a copy of a wall 
painting shows Sety I 
(r1294-1279 BC) 
opening the door for 
Osiris, lord of the dead

FAR LEFT: The 
sarcophagus lid of 
Ramesses III, who was 
assassinated in 1155 BC 
as part of a plot led by 
his secondary wife, 
Tiye, who wanted to 
place her eldest son  
on the throne

MAIN: A seated statue of 
Hatshepsut, the famous 
female pharaoh whose 

two-decade rule saw 
ancient Egypt flourish

LEFT: Hatshepsut’s 
mortuary temple survives  

at Deir el-Bahri, despite 
concerted efforts to erase 

traces of her rule by her 
successor,  Thutmose III

A cosmetics palette depicts Narmer (far 
left), the first pharaoh of unified Egypt, 
parading by the beheaded remains of his 
enemies, seen to the far right of the scene
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Q&A: EGYPTIAN PHARAOHS

that no one 
was ever certain 
who the next king 
would be because 
there were such 
high child mortality 
rates in those days. 
Several sons born to 
the king and queen 
would probably have 
been trained in the 
same way, and then 
eventually one of them 
would succeed to the 
throne. And it wasn’t 
necessarily the eldest son, 
because he might die before 
he got to the throne. 
Tutankhamun 
probably 
had an elder 
brother, but he 
was trained just 
in case. And as it 
turned out, it was he 
who came to the throne. 

Q: How did royal
marriages work?

A: Most ‘ordinary’ Egyptians during the 
dynastic age only had one husband or 
wife at a time. But the royal family was 
different, and the pharaoh had many 
wives, one of whom was his chief wife. 
It was his children with the chief wife 
who usually continued the royal line. 
In addition, pharaohs also had harems 
of wives, among them foreign-born 
princesses who were sent to Egypt to 
marry the pharaoh and create a bond with 
their home country. Interestingly, there’s 
no evidence that Egyptian princesses 
married outside Egypt, probably because 
Egypt was the dominant nation at the 
time. We even have letters from foreign 
kings pleading to be sent an Egyptian 
bride as a sort of reciprocal bride for the 
sister or daughter that they had sent to 
Egypt. But it just didn’t happen. 

There were also Egyptian-born 
women in the pharaoh’s harem, who, 
it’s to be assumed, were just picked 
because the king wanted to marry them. 
We’re absolutely certain that pharaohs 
married their sisters and half-sisters, so 
there might well have been some of the 
king’s sisters in his harem as well. But 
sibling marriages weren’t compulsory: 
Tutankhamun, for example, married 
his sister or half-sister, but his father, 
Akhenaten, didn’t.

There are several theories about why 
a pharaoh might have chosen to marry 
his sister. One is that it cut down the 
number of relations the king had, since 
he wouldn’t have any in-laws; there 
would be no rival family vying for the 

JOYCE TYLDESLEY is professor 
of Egyptology at the University of 
Manchester. Her latest book, Tutankhamun 
– Pharaoh, Icon, Enigma: Ten Tales of 
Egypt’s Enduring King, is due to be 
published by Headline on 27 October

throne. It also meant that the queen 
would be very loyal to the royal family 
since it would be her own as well. Plus, 
she could also be trained for the role 
from childhood.

The first people who translated texts 
containing information about pharaohs 
marrying their sisters tended to be 
western, strongly Christian, scholars 
who were very shocked by it and 
sought explanations for why 
these marriages took place. 
They came up with a 
theory that the kingship, 
the pharaohship if you 
like, was passed down 
through royal women. 
So to become a true 
pharaoh of Egypt, you 
had to marry the heiress 
who carried this kingship 
within her. It’s a theory that 
developed because people were 
so uncomfortable with the idea of 
intermarriage – but there were plenty of 
pharaohs who didn’t marry their sisters 
and yet were perfectly successful rulers, 
so it’s not correct.  

Q: Why are pharaohs usually
depicted with a beard?

A: It’s something we can see right from 
the start of the pharaonic age. We have 
images of Narmer, Egypt’s first ruling 
pharaoh, wearing a false beard; we know 
it’s false because it clips on and is tied 
to the face. Even the female pharaoh 
Hatshepsut is depicted wearing a false 
beard, so it was clearly symbolic and 
intended as a representation of kingship. 
Presumably on occasions when they 
performed rituals, pharaohs would have 
worn a beard, just as they would have 
worn a crown, and carried a crook and 
flail. They were all attributes of kingship 
and, interestingly they all continued 
right the way through to the end of the 
pharaonic age – the Egyptians never 
really diverged from their original ideal 
of kingship. It’s a system that must have 
worked very well – even now, with most 
people unable to read their writing, it’s 
not hard to pick out the figure of the 
pharaoh in ancient Egyptian art. 

Q: What impact could
pharaohs have on religion?

A: It’s important not to fall into the 
trap of saying that ancient Egypt had a 
religion. It was more like a lot of cults 
coexisting at the same time. There was 
nothing resembling a Bible or anything 
similar to that, and there was no religious 
code that you had to stick to. 

But there were state temples with 
state gods, and these state gods were 

dependent on the king for regular 
offerings. Obviously, the pharaoh couldn’t 
make every offering himself, so he had 
priests who did it for him, but technically 
he was the head of every religious cult. 

Ordinary Egyptians didn’t have much 
to do with this state religion and were 
more likely to worship local, smaller 
gods and demigods in their own temples, 
such as gods associated with childbirth 
and health. The division between the 
state temples and the deities worshipped 
by the ordinary people was pretty big. 
We shouldn’t assume that Egyptians 
worshipped at the big state temples like 
Karnak, because they didn’t. The king 
went there, and so did his priests, to 
make offerings to the gods, but ordinary 
people only had contact with state gods 
when those gods processed out  

of the temples. It was the pharaoh who 
maintained the relationship with the 
gods and was responsible for keeping 
them happy.

Q: Were slaves and servants
really buried alive in the
pyramids alongside their
deceased pharaoh, as Hollywood 
would often have us believe?

A: No. Certainly, a lot of people were 
involved in building the pyramids, but it 
was a type of national service; they were 
summoned from villages and towns all 
over Egypt. They went to the pyramid 
building site, worked on the pyramid for 
perhaps three or four months and then 
went home again and another batch of 
people came in to take their place. There 
was a stage before the pyramid building, 
right at the beginning of the dynastic 
age, when pharaohs were buried at a 
place called the Abydos. And we can see 
that, round the royal mudbrick tombs, 
there were people who seem to have 
been buried at the same time as the king, 
because the burials have the same roof. 
So, it’s possible that very early in the 
pharaonic age, some kings were buried 
with retainers who might have either 
been killed or who killed themselves to 
accompany the king on his journey to 
the afterlife. But this was a very short-
lived phenomenon and certainly, by the 
time you get to the age of the pyramids, 
there’s no suggestion at all that was still 
happening. d
INTERVIEW: EMILY BRIFFETT
WORDS: CHARLOTTE HODGMAN

WATERWAY TO  GET AROUNDThe camel was not used regularly 
in Egypt until the very end of the 
dynastic age. Instead, the ancient 

Egyptians used donkeys as 
beasts of burden, as well as 
boats for travelling along the River Nile and its associated canals.

The lid of a casket depicts Tutankhamun in a garden with his wife (and also sister) Ankhesenamun

LEFT: A bust of Tutankhamun, found inside 
the boy king’s tomb – possibly used as a 
mannequin to display his clothes or jewellery 

BELOW: Tutankhamun was also interred 
alongside a writing palette and reed case, 
suggesting he was literate

ABOVE: A pillar  
statue of Senusret I 
(r1956–1911 BC), 
complete with the 
‘beard’ associated  
with images of 
Egyptian pharaohs

TOP: The temples at  
the Abydos necropolis, 
where early pharaohs 
were buried, includes 
numerous painted 
panels. Here, an 
individual is shown 
worshipping the  
god Osiris
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POWERFUL EGYPTIAN WOMEN

EGYPT’S MOST  
POWERFUL WOMEN
Men weren’t the only people to help 
shape one of the most remarkable 
civilisations of the ancient world

H Though it has been proposed 
that women did rule Egypt before 
the 12th Dynasty, Sobekneferu 
was the first female pharaoh of 
ancient Egypt to be confirmed by 
archaeological evidence. 

Among a small collection of 
surviving sources to bear her name 
and royal titles is a cylindrical seal 
made of steatite, now housed in the 
British Museum. She acceded to 
rule at the end of the 12th Dynasty, 
after the death of her brother, 
Amenemhat IV, who died without  
a suitable male heir.

Unlike Hatshepsut – a woman who 
later adopted the appearance of a 

traditional male king (see opposite 
page) – Sobekneferu alternated 
traditional female clothing with 
royal attire and regalia, creating 
a composite gender image that 
can be seen in her few surviving 
statues. It has been suggested that 
the pharaoh may have used this 
deliberate ambiguity as a way to 
combat critics of her position based 
on her sex. 

Though very little is known about 
Sobekneferu’s nearly four-year 
rule, some experts believe that she 
oversaw the building of a pyramid in 
Mazghuna, in the northern region  
of modern Egypt.

G The ruler known to history simply as ‘Cleopatra’  
was actually the seventh queen of that name. Like 
Nefertiti (see opposite page), Cleopatra’s modern 
reputation is dominated by myths of her great beauty, 
but there is also much evidence to suggest that she 
was highly intelligent, a skilled scholar and a shrewd 
politician; she was the first Ptolemaic ruler to learn 
Egyptian in addition to Greek, and she spoke seven 
other languages.

At the age of 18, she was made co-regent with 
her brother Ptolemy XIII, at a time when the capital 
Alexandria was a thriving cultural centre. Soon, 
Cleopatra had become the dominant ruler and courted 

Roman support for her regime, leading to her 
famed relationships with Roman statesman 
Julius Caesar and, later, Roman general Mark 
Antony; she had children by both men. During 
her rule, she built wealth and resources, and 
displayed political acumen to consolidate her 
power. Though after Caesar’s assassination, 
opposing Roman powers would prove too strong.

Cleopatra died in 30 BC after defeat at the 
battle of Actium the previous year, with some 
stories claiming that she chose to be bitten by 
a poisonous snake rather than face humiliation 
and mistreatment at the hands of the victorious 
Octavian, the future Roman Emperor Augustus. 
It’s one of many myths that surround Cleopatra’s 
legacy, though what’s surely certain is that she 
was much more than the lascivious beauty 
depicted in Roman propaganda. 

H One of the most familiar faces of 
ancient Egypt, the 14th-century BC 
bust of Nefertiti shown below (now 
residing in Neues Museum in Berlin) 
has led to her reputation as a figure 
of ancient glamour and beauty. 
But some experts also believe that 
Nefertiti wielded the same kingly 
powers as her husband, Akhenaten 
(see page 51), and may even have 
succeeded him as the sole ruler  
after his death. 

Her high position in Akhenaten’s 
court ran alongside radical religious 
reform, as Akhenaten and Nefertiti 
sought to divert the polytheistic 
religious practices of 14th-century 
BC Egypt, instead promoting 
the worship of a single god: the 

sun disk, called the Aten. Due to 
depictions of Nefertiti making 
offerings to the Aten without her 
husband, it has been suggested  
that she possessed an unusual level 
of autonomy.

 For many years, it was widely 
accepted that Nefertiti had died 
as Akhenaten’s queen. But recent 
interpretations of inscriptions on 
Akhenaten’s tomb, and of jewellery 
found in the tomb of Tutankhamun 
that had been made for his (alleged) 
father Akhenaten’s co-ruler, have 
led some scholars to conclude that 
Nefertiti was a shortened version of 
a co-ruler called Neferneferuaten, 
who ruled for several years in their 
own right after Akhenaten’s death. 

F With a name that translates  
as ‘foremost of noblewomen’, 
Hatshepsut is one of the most 
significant female rulers of ancient 
Egypt. She is often hailed as one of 
the most politically minded pharaohs 
and oversaw the construction of 
some of Egypt’s most famous 
buildings, including the temple of 
Deir el-Bahri. Historians were 

unaware of her until the 19th century, as her stepson 
and successor Thutmose III ordered virtually all traces 
of her rule to be destroyed. 

F Tausret was the last 
pharaoh of the 19th Dynasty, 
and one of only two female 
rulers thought to have been 
buried in Egypt’s renowned 
Valley of the Kings, where  
a cache of jewellery 
purportedly belonging to  
her (including the necklace 
shown left) was discovered in 
1908. There is evidence to 

confirm that she was the consort of Pharaoh Sety II, and 
possibly also a descendant of Ramesses II, placing her 
high in the ruling class of the time. Artefacts bearing her 
name have been found as far away as Lebanon, 
indicating the potential span and impact of her rule.

H When the third-century BC pharaoh Ptolemy II 
found himself in a need of a queen, he revived an old 

Egyptian royal tradition by marrying his sister, 
Arsinoe. Despite only being queen for a 

relatively short period (around five to 
seven years), Arsinoe II proved highly 

influential, and after her death, she 
was deified by her husband.  

Statues of Arsinoe II were 
placed in all of Egypt’s major 
temples so that they could 
be worshipped alongside the 
traditional deities, and her cult 
later flourished in Alexandria 
during the Roman period. d 
WORDS: ELINOR EVANS

“IT HAS BEEN
SUGGESTED THATNEFERTITI POSSESSEDAN UNUSUAL LEVEL
OF AUTONOMY”

SOBEKNEFERU
ruled 1777–1773 BC

NEFERTITI
queen of Akhenaten, who ruled 1352–1336 BC

HATSHEPSUT
ruled 1473–1458 BC

TAUSRET
ruled 1188–1186 BC

ARSINOE II
queen of Ptolemy II, who ruled 285–246 BC

CLEOPATRA
ruled 51–30 BC

A Baroque painting depicts 
Cleopatra allowing herself to be 

bitten by a poisonous snake –  
a story that may be fictional

LEFT: A headless bust of 
Sobekneferu, now on display at 
the Louvre Museum in Paris

BELOW: The only known statue of 
Sobekneferu with the head intact 
was destroyed during World War 
II – only photographs remain

The bust of Nefertiti held by 
the Neues Museum in Berlin – 

arguably one of the most 
famous ancient Egyptian 

artefacts in the world 

A coin bearing Arsinoe II’s 
image, issued by her brother 

(and husband) Ptolemy II
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LIFE AS A PHARAOH

O
ne of the most important 
distinctions between 
the pharaohs of ancient 
Egypt and other rulers 
throughout history is that 

the pharaohs were revered as gods, and 
this meant they were treated as such. 
The pharaoh was truly believed to be an 
incarnation of the god Horus, and they 
were therefore seen as a spiritual link 
between the ordinary Egyptian people 
and their deities. 

Thus, from the moment they became 
pharaoh, their rule was celebrated 
with great fanfare, with the festivities 

celebrating their coronation lasting for  
an entire year. After the pharaoh had 
attended the burial of their predecessor, 
there would be elaborate feasts, offerings 
to the gods, and grand processions down 
the River Nile. 

A further celebration would eventually 
occur around the 30th year of their 
rule (assuming they made it that far), 
known as the Sed festival. This would 
commemorate the continued rule of the 
pharaoh and renew both the spiritual 
and physical energy of their reign. The 
pharaoh would normally wear an animal 
tail attached to their kilt during the 

festivities, and would have to run laps to 
prove their fitness to rule. After the first 
Sed festival, the celebrations would be 
repeated every three years or so.

Of course, to ensure that their dynasty 
flourished, pharaohs would be expected 
to marry, and this would often be to a 
close relative in order to keep the royal 
bloodline pure. The pharaoh could have 
multiple wives, but only one would be 
the ‘great wife’ or queen consort, and 
it was the children of this spouse that 
would take precedence as heirs.  
Having plenty of partners sometimes 
led to pharaohs having a startlingly 
high number of offspring: Ramesses II 
(r1279–1213 BC), for example, is believed 
to have had at least eight official wives 
and fathered more than 100 children.  

LIFE AS A 
PHARAOH
They ruled over ancient Egypt and were 
immortalised by their tombs and statues,  
but what was life really like at the top?

MAIN: A piece of wall 
art shows Thutmose 
III (right) presenting 
an offering to Horus

BELOW: The crowning  
of Ptolemy VIII, seen 
in an ornate carving 
found in the Temple 

of Horus at Edfu

KING OF THE CASTLEThe title ‘pharaoh’ has its 
origins in the Egyptian term 

per-aa, meaning ‘great house’ 
– a reference to the palaces in 
which the rulers lived. Over 
time, it began to be used to refer to the rulers as well.
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LIFE AS A PHARAOH

In some cases, even women could rule, 
though generally this was because she 
was acting as regent for a son thought too 
young to take the throne. But Hatshepsut 
(r1473–1458 BC) was one female ruler that 
bucked this trend. Hatshepsut took on 
the title of pharaoh rather than queen, as 
well as other traditions normally reserved 
for male rulers, including wearing 
masculine clothing. She commanded the 
same respect and treatment as her father 
Thutmose I and husband Thutmose II had 
before her.

CULTIVATING AN IMAGE
At every stage of their rule, the pharaoh 
would be well tended to. Upon waking 
each morning, they would be cleaned, 
groomed and dressed by their many 
servants. In fact, they would barely have 
a moment alone as their every need was 
catered for. They didn’t even need to 
physically exert themselves, either, as 
they would be carried around on a chair. 

Much of the pharaoh’s time would 
be spent greeting ambassadors, being 
updated by royal officials on their 
latest building projects and discussing 
military issues with generals. If it all got 
too much, duties could be delegated to 
the pharaoh’s main advisors, known 
as viziers. But it wasn’t necessarily all 
luxury: like many rulers, the pharaoh 
was expected to be a fierce warrior who 

could lead their armies 
from the front. A box found 
within the tomb of Tutankhamun, 
for example, features a depiction of 
the boy king riding in a chariot while 
attacking the Nubians.

Indeed, image was everything for the 
pharaoh, as when they were dressed in 
their royal regalia, the people believed 
the gods were speaking through them. 
Black kohl eyeliner was worn, which had 
a dual purpose – not only to help protect 
their vision from the glare of the sun, 
but also to invoke Ra and Horus, as the 
almond-shaped makeup was thought 
to resemble their eyes. Wigs and fake 
beards would also be worn, followed 
by exquisite golden jewellery to ensure 
they looked the part. Even the soles of 
their sandals were decorated, sometimes 
featuring an image of Egypt’s enemies, so 
the pharaoh would ‘crush’ them as they 
walked. Similarly, artistic depictions of 
the pharaoh would show them holding 
both the crook and flail – symbols of 
royal power. The flail represented the 
fertility of the land, while the crook 

symbolised kingship and the pharaoh 
as a shepherd of his people. 

But their power was also 
represented in their homes, 

which would exude style and 
splendour. The city of Memphis, 

for instance, had many grand 
palaces – some of which had 
their own lakes and parks. 
Amenhotep III (r1390–1352 BC) 

also commissioned a complex 
known today as the Malkata 

Palace on the west bank of the Nile, 
near Thebes. This had audience 
chambers, private apartments, a 

festival hall and even an artificial 
harbour nearby. 

And when they held great banquets 
in these palaces, the pharaoh would 
eat exceptionally well. Beef, goose and 
antelope could be on the menu, despite 
meat often being hard to come by for 
most ordinary Egyptians. Wine was also  
a speciality, reserved only for the elite.

If you worked in the royal household, the role you 
really wanted was sandal-bearer to the pharaoh. 
This was one of the most prestigious positions in 
ancient Egyptian society, as sandal-bearers would 
accompany the pharaoh on all important royal 
occasions, and also had the honour of washing the 
pharaoh’s feet. As a result, they were likely privy 
to a wealth of sensitive information, including the 
latest court gossip.

In the early days of the pharaohs, it’s believed 
that some servants were sacrificed and buried 
alongside their ruler so they could continue to 
serve the deceased in the afterlife – death certainly 
didn’t stop the pharaoh from owning them. 
However, this practice isn’t thought to have lasted 
very long, and figurines of servants known as 
ushabti were buried alongside the pharaoh instead. 
They were expected to come to life and serve their 
king after he had died.

Servants within the royal household didn’t have 
very many rights, but they weren’t usually treated 
too badly, and were allowed to own property. 
Prisoners of war, however, could be forced into 
servitude and had no rights at all. Yet ancient Egypt 
was not like ancient Rome, and slavery was actually 
quite rare. Indeed, the image that Hollywood has 
given us of slaves building the 
pyramids is a falsehood, and it is 
more likely that people from all 
over Egypt would have been 
summoned to undertake these 
building projects as a form of 
national service. 

SERVING THE PHARAOH
The rulers of ancient Egypt certainly had 
plenty of people at their beck and call...

“IF IT ALL GOT TOO
MUCH, DUTIES COULD

BE DELEGATED TO THE
PHARAOH’S VIZIERS”

HONOURING THE GODS
As well as ruling over civil and military 
matters, the pharaoh also held the 
position of high priest. It was their 
responsibility to maintain ma’at – the 
divine order and justice of the land 
(personified by a goddess named Ma’at) 
– as well as to commission temples to 
honour the gods. 

Ramesses II built more temples and 
monuments than any other pharaoh, 
including a famous temple at Abu Simbel 
dedicated to both himself and the gods 
Ra-Horakhty, Amun-Ra and Ptah. Unlike 
modern churches, mosques and temples, 
ancient Egyptian temples weren’t for 
communal worship and only the pharaoh 
could make an offering to the gods and 
carry out rituals there.

In total, the ancient Egyptians are 
known to have worshipped more than 
1,000 gods and goddesses, but when 
Amenhotep IV came to power in 1352 BC, 
he attempted to bring in monotheism 

– the belief in a single supreme deity. 
He changed his name to Akhenaten to 
honour the Aten, who he saw as the one 
true god. This didn’t last, however, and 
the Egyptians soon went back to their 
many deities. 

Although it may seem morbid by 
modern standards, the afterlife was always 
at the forefront of the ancient Egyptians’ 
minds, and an important task for any 
pharaoh was to commission their own 
tomb. They were revered as much in death 
as on Earth, and therefore their body 
needed to be preserved. 

The famous Great Pyramid at Giza was 
built as the final resting place for Khufu 
(r2589–2566 BC). It was one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World, and – 
despite its sheer size – was only built for 
Khufu and his immediate family. The 
pharaohs of ancient Egypt certainly had 
their own unique way of ensuring their 
legacy lived on. d 
WORDS: EMMA SLATTERY WILLIAMS

A tomb painting  
from c1370 BC depicts 

a lavish ancient 
Egyptian banquet, 

attended by dancers 
and musicians

ABOVE: A collection of ushabti 
found inside a tomb at Giza

RIGHT: A figurine of a man holding 
a pair of sandals. Carrying footwear 
for the pharaoh was a great honourABOVE: An intricate panel found within the tomb of Tutankhamun shows the young pharaoh 

crushing his enemies  RIGHT: The Great Temple at Abu Simbel, which was built for Ramesses II

ABOVE: A relief shows Akhenaten (left) with  
his wife Nefertiti and three of their daughters

RIGHT: An ancient Egyptian jar designed for holding kohl 
eyeliner, alongside a stick used to apply the makeup



TUTANKHAMUN FACTS

T
utankhamun was born 
in c1344 BC, possibly at 
Amarna, the city of his 
father, Akhenaten (though 
Tutankhamun’s parentage is 

hotly disputed). His mummy shows that 
he died when he was around 18 years old, 
but the exact cause of his demise is not 
known. Tutankhamun’s body suffered 
damage at various stages – immediately 
before or immediately after death; during 
the curiously hasty mummification 
process; within the tomb (where a 
chemical reaction caused it to ignite); 
and while being extracted from its three 
coffins in the years following its 1922 
discovery by Howard Carter.

Damage to Tutankhamun’s chest and 
legs indicates that the cause of death 
was accidental – perhaps the result of an 
injury sustained while riding a chariot 
or out hunting. Others, meanwhile, have 
suggested that Tutankhamun may have 
been murdered or died on the battlefield.

Today, Tutankhamun is ancient Egypt’s 
most famous pharaoh. But how much do 
you really know about the boy king? 

TUTANKHAMUN
6 THINGS YOU (PROBABLY) 

DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT...

Tutankhamun was originally 
named Tutankhaten. This name, 
which literally means ‘living image 
of the Aten’, reflected the fact that 
Tutankhaten’s parents worshipped 
a sun god known as ‘the Aten’.

After a few years on the throne, 
the young king changed his 
religion, abandoned the Aten, and 
started to worship the god Amun 
(who was revered as king of the 
gods). This caused him to change 
his name to Tutankhamun, or 
‘living image of Amun’.

Tutankhamun was not, however, 
the name by which his people 
knew him. Like all of Egypt’s 
kings, Tutankhamun actually 
had five royal names. These took 
the form of short sentences that 
outlined the focus of his reign. 

Officially, he was:
(1) Horus Name: Image of births
(2) Two Ladies Name: Beautiful of 
laws who quells the Two Lands/
who makes content all the gods
(3) Golden Horus Name: Elevated 
of appearances for the god/his 
father Ra
(4) Prenomen: Nebkheperure
(5) Nomen: Tutankhamun

His last two names, known today 
as the prenomen and the nomen, 
are the names that we see written 
in cartouches (oval loops) on his 
monuments. We know him by 
his nomen, Tutankhamun. His 
people, however, knew him by his 
prenomen, Nebkheperure, which 
literally translates as “[the sun god] 
Ra is the lord of manifestations”.

The first pharaohs built highly 
conspicuous pyramids in Egypt’s 
northern deserts. However, by the time 
of the New Kingdom (1550–1069 BC), 
this fashion had ended. Most kings were 
now buried in relative secrecy in rock-cut 
tombs tunnelled into the Valley of the 
Kings on the west bank of the Nile at the 
southern city of Thebes (modern-day 
Luxor). These tombs had inconspicuous 
doors but were both spacious and well 
decorated inside.

Cemeteries carried their own potent 
magic, and dead kings were thought to 
have powerful spirits that might benefit 
others. Being buried among his ancestors 
would have helped Tutankhamun to 
achieve his own afterlife. It therefore 
seems likely that Tutankhamun would 
have wished to be buried in a splendid 
tomb in either the main valley or in an 
offshoot, the Western Valley, where his 
grandfather, Amenhotep III, was buried. 
But, whatever he may have intended, we 
know that Tutankhamun was actually 

buried in a cramped tomb cut into the 
floor of the main valley.

It may be that Tutankhamun simply 
died too young to complete his ambitious 
plans; his own tomb was unfinished, and 
so he had to be buried in a substitute, 
non-royal tomb. However, this seems 
unlikely, as other kings managed to 
build suitable tombs in just two or three 
years. It seems far more likely that 
Tutankhamun’s successor, Ay, a king 
who inherited the throne as an elderly 
man, made a strategic swap. Just four 
years after Tutankhamun’s death, Ay 
himself was buried in a splendid tomb in 
the Western Valley, close by the tomb of 
Amenhotep III.

The unexpectedly small size of 
Tutankhamun’s tomb has led to recent 
suggestions that parts of it are still yet to 
be uncovered. Specifically, Egyptologists 
are currently investigating the possibility 
that there may be secret chambers 
hidden behind the plastered wall of his 
burial chamber.

1 HIS ORIGINAL NAME  
WAS NOT TUTANKHAMUN

2 TUTANKHAMUN HAS THE SMALLEST ROYAL 
TOMB IN THE VALLEY OF THE KINGS

MAIN: A statue of 
Tutankhamun (right) 
alongside Amun – the  
king of the gods

BELOW: A cartouche- 
shaped box from 
Tutankhamun’s tomb, 
displaying his nomen

BELOW LEFT: The boy 
king’s mummified 
head. Experts still 
remain divided as to 
his cause of death

Professor Joyce Tyldesley shares some lesser-known facts  
about the life, death and legacy of Egypt’s famous ‘boy king’

ABOVE: Howard Carter (right), who discovered Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922, pictured with a colleague in the Valley of the Kings
LEFT: Painted figures found within the burial chamber of Tutankhamun’s successor, Ay
BELOW: Tutankhamun’s own burial chamber features similar decorations, but his tomb is much more cramped and modest overallThe Valley of the Kings, near the city of Luxor, is known to contain at least 60 tombs
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Tutankhamun’s mummy lay 
within a nest of three golden 
coffins, which fit snugly one 
inside another like a set of 
Russian dolls. During the funeral 
ritual the combined coffins were 
placed in a rectangular stone 
sarcophagus. Unfortunately, the 
outer coffin proved to be slightly 
too big, and its toes peeked over 
the edge of the sarcophagus, 
preventing the lid from closing. 
Carpenters were quickly 
summoned and the coffin’s toes 
were cut away. More than 3,000 
years later, Howard Carter would 
find the fragments lying in the 
base of the sarcophagus.

All three of Tutankhamun’s 
coffins were similar in style: they 
were ‘anthropoid’, or human-form 
coffins, shaped to look like the 
god of the dead, Osiris, lying on 
his back and holding the crook 
and flail in his crossed arms. But 

the middle coffin had a slightly 
different style and its face did not 
look like the faces on other two 
coffins. Nor did it look like the face 
on Tutankhamun’s death mask. 
Many Egyptologists now believe 
that this middle coffin – along 
with some of Tutankhamun’s 
other grave goods – was originally 
made for the mysterious 
‘Neferneferuaten’ – an enigmatic 
individual whose name is 
recorded in inscriptions and who 
may have been Tutankhamun’s 
immediate predecessor. We 
do not know what happened 
to Neferneferuaten, nor how 
Tutankhamun came to be buried 
in his or her coffin. 

The innermost coffin was made 
from thick sheets of beaten gold. 
This coffin measures 1.88m in 
length, and weighs 110.4kg. If it 
were to be scrapped today it would 
be worth well over £1m.

3 HE WAS BURIED IN  
A SECOND-HAND COFFIN

FEATURE NAME HERE
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TUTANKHAMUN FACTS

Tutankhamun’s ostrich-feather fan was 
discovered lying in his burial chamber, 
close by the king’s body. Originally the 
fan consisted of a long golden handle 
topped by a semi-circular ‘palm’ that 
supported 42 alternating brown and 
white feathers. These feathers crumbled 
away long ago, but their story is 
preserved in writing on the fan handle. 
This tells us that the feathers were taken 
from ostriches captured by the king 
himself while hunting in the desert to 
the east of Heliopolis (near modern-
day Cairo). The embossed scene on the 

palm shows, on one face, Tutankhamun 
setting off in his chariot to hunt ostrich, 
and on the reverse, the king returning in 
triumph with his prey.

Ostriches were important birds 
in ancient Egypt, and their feathers 
and eggs were prized as luxury items. 
Hunting ostriches was a royal sport 
that allowed the king to demonstrate 
his control over nature. It was a 
substitute for battle and, as such, was 
a dangerous occupation. We can see 
that Tutankhamun’s body was badly 
damaged before he was mummified. 
Is the placement of his ostrich fan so 
close to his body significant? Is this, 
perhaps, someone’s way of telling us 
that the young king died following a fatal 
accident on an ostrich hunt?

The ancient Egyptians believed that it 
was possible to live again after death but 
thought that this could only be achieved 
if the body was preserved in a lifelike 
condition. This led them to develop the 
science of artificial mummification.

Essentially, mummification involved 
desiccating the body in natron salt, then 
wrapping it in many layers of bandages 
to preserve a lifelike shape. The body’s 
internal organs were removed at the 
start of the mummification process 
and preserved separately. The brain, its 
function then unknown, was simply 
thrown away – the heart, rather than 
the brain, was regarded as the organ of 
reasoning. As such, the heart would be 
required in the afterlife. It was therefore 
left in place and, if accidentally removed, 

immediately sewn back (though 
not always in its original location).

Tutankhamun, however, has 
no heart. Instead he was provided 
with an amuletic scarab inscribed 
with a funerary spell. This may 
have happened simply because 
the undertakers were careless, 
but it could also be a sign that 
Tutankhamun died far from home. 
By the time his body arrived at the 
undertakers’ workshop, his heart may 
have been too decayed to be preserved.

Tutankhamun’s grave goods included a small collection of 
musical instruments: one pair of ivory clappers, two sistra 
(rattles) and two trumpets, one made from silver with a gold 
mouthpiece and the other made of bronze partially overlaid by 
gold. This would not have made a very satisfactory orchestra, 
and it seems that music was not high on Tutankhamun’s 
list of priorities for his afterlife. In fact, his trumpets should 
more properly be classified as military equipment, while his 
clappers and sistra are likely to have had a ritual purpose.

On 16 April 1939, the two trumpets were played in a BBC 
live radio broadcast from Cairo Museum, which reached an 
estimated 150 million listeners. Bandsman James Tappern used 
a modern mouthpiece, which caused damage to the silver 
trumpet. In 1941 the bronze trumpet was played again, this 
time without a modern mouthpiece.

Some, influenced by the so-called myth of ‘Tutankhamun’s 
curse’, have claimed that the trumpets have the power to 
summon war. They have suggested that it was the 1939 
broadcast which caused Britain to enter World War II. d

4 TUTANKHAMUN 
LOVED TO  

HUNT OSTRICHES

5 TUTANKHAMUN’S  
HEART IS MISSING

6 HIS TRUMPETS HAVE 
ENTERTAINED AN AUDIENCE 

OF MORE THAN 150 MILLION

JOYCE TYLDESLEY is professor of Egyptology at the 
University of Manchester. Her latest book, Tutankhamun – 
Pharaoh, Icon, Enigma: Ten Tales of Egypt's Enduring King,  
is due to be published by Headline on 27 October

Visitors to a London exhibition view an illuminated image of the Tutankhamun’s remains (main). Although 
the king’s heart is missing, most of his other internal organs were placed inside canopic jars (inset)

ABOVE: Like its  
silver counterpart, 
the bronze trumpet 
is engraved with 
images of the gods 
Ra, Ptah and Amun

LEFT: Both trumpets 
were played live on 
BBC radio in 1939

A fan found in  
the king’s tomb 
may offer clues 
about his death 

ABOVE: The king’s 
middle coffin may 

have been made for 
an individual named 

Neferneferuaten

LEFT: A colourised 
photograph shows 

Howard Carter 
inspecting the outer 

and middle coffins
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O
n 26 November 1922,  
as he stood before a sealed 
doorway beneath the 
Egyptian desert, 
British Egyptologist 

Howard Carter could only imagine 
what treasures lay within. Seal 
impressions on the tomb’s – now 
dismantled – outer door had 
already revealed that this was none 
other than the much-searched-for 
tomb of the 18th Dynasty pharaoh 
Tutankhamun, but would it be intact? 
Making a breach in the door, Carter 
peered into the room beyond. A jumble of 
treasures and precious objects greeted 
his eyes, but most significant of all was 
a sealed doorway, set between two 
sentinel statues: the final resting 
place of the boy king.

It had taken Carter and his team 
years to find the tomb and it was 
to take a further two and a half 
months to clear and catalogue 
their way to the burial chamber 
itself. Finally, on 12 February 1924, 
the heavy granite lid of the quartzite 
sarcophagus was lifted, beneath 
which was a nest of three coffins, 
and the 3,300-year-old mummy of 
Tutankhamun. The search was over.
WORDS: CHARLOTTE HODGMAN

THE TOMB OF 
THE BOY KING 
The discovery of Tutankhamun’s final resting place, 
in 1922, remains one of history’s greatest finds

TUTANKHAMUN’S TOMB

THE TOMB

TREASURE  
TROVE

BIG  
NUMBERS

Although Tutankhamun’s tomb was discovered 
much later than those of other ancient Egyptian 
pharaohs, the burial chamber itself remained 
untouched. It’s thought that the tomb was robbed 
at least twice in the months that followed the 
pharaoh’s burial, with perishable items such as 
perfumes and oils stolen. As time went on, its 
entrance became covered by stone debris from 
other tomb-building projects nearby.

More than 5,000 
artefacts were found in 
Tutankhamun’s tomb – from 
furniture and chariots to 
weapons and clothes. Here 
are some of our favourites...

TUTANKHAMUN’S 
MUMMY
The pharaoh’s mummified 
body was encased in 
three coffins. The largest 
coffin proved too big for 
the stone sarcophagus,  
so its toes were cut away. 
The wood shavings left 
by the carpenters were 
found by Carter more 
than 3,000 years later.

TREASURY
Guarded by a statue  
of the god Anubis, the 
Treasury held the 
canopic shrine, in 
which were stored the 
jars that contained 
the pharaoh’s organs: 
liver, lungs, stomach 
and intestines. His 
heart, however, was 
missing (see page 45).

BURIAL 
CHAMBER
Tutankhamun’s 
sarcophagus was 
enclosed by four 
gilded wood shrines, 
each smaller than 
the last. Each had  
to be dismantled 
before Carter and  
his team could reach 
the pharaoh’s final 
resting place.

ENTRANCE
The tomb’s entrance was 
discovered beneath the 
remains of workers’ huts, 
with 16 steps leading down 
into the first corridor.

ANTECHAMBER
The first room to be 
entered was the 
antechamber, which 
contained a wealth of 
objects, from chariot 
pieces to funeral beds. 
A small, roughly cut 
doorway in the wall  
led to an adjoining 
annex, which contained 
more items that the 
king was believed to 
need in the afterlife.

1: A mummy bandage from Tutankhamun’s 
embalming cache 2: Board game made of 
painted ivory 3: Gilded wooden bed, one of 
several found in the tomb 4: Pair of golden 
sandals found on the feet of Tutankhamun’s 
mummy 5: Gilded wooden chariot, one of  
six found in the tomb

1

2

3

4

5

8–9 
The age Tutankhamun is 

thought to have been when 
he ascended the throne

5,398
The total number of items 

found in the tomb 

130 
The number of walking sticks 

buried with Tutankhamun. 
Scans have revealed that he 
had a bent foot, but experts 
are divided as to whether he 
actually walked with a limp.

3 
The number of coffins within 

the sarcophagus, stacked 
one inside the other like 

Russian dolls

10 
The weight, in kilograms, of 

Tutankhamun’s golden death 
mask (22lbs) d
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KEY EGYPTIAN MONUMENTS

ENSURING  
A LEGACY
From temples to tombs, bigger 
was definitely better in the  
eyes of the pharaohs and 
their gods
WORDS: RHIANNON DAVIES

THE GIZA 
NECROPOLIS
F Constructed as tombs for the 
pharaohs Khufu, Khafre and 
Menkaure, the pyramids of Giza 
are one of the defining images  
of ancient Egypt. Khufu’s pyramid 
(known as the Great Pyramid) 
is the biggest and oldest of the 
three, originally stretching 147 
metres into the air.

The three pyramids have  
been extensively looted, with 
thieves even stripping the outer 
layers of limestone. This has 
knocked several metres off the 
Great Pyramid’s height.

KARNAK
F This temple complex in the city 
of Thebes is famously home to 
the temple of Amun, a god who 
was almost universally honoured 
by pharaohs. Scores of Egyptian 
rulers expanded the temple, 
with Sety I and Ramesses II 
building and decorating the Great 
Hypostyle Hall – the inscribed 
pillars of which are shown left. 

ABU SIMBEL
F This image shows two of the 
four 20-metre-tall statues of 
Ramesses II that frame the main 
temple of Abu Simbel, which is 
dedicated to the deified king and 
the gods Ra-Horakhty, Amun-Ra 
and Ptah. Hewn from a sandstone 
cliff, the imposing temples were 
lost until 1813.

RAMESSEUM
E Built by Ramesses II, this 

mortuary temple was meant to 
be a staggering site at Thebes. 

Featuring a 17-metre-tall statue 
of Ramesses, the temple’s walls 

were carved with his military 
achievements. However, time 

hasn’t been kind to the temple 
and much of it has crumbled, with 

remnants littering the ground.

SAQQARA
E This huge necropolis in  

Memphis is the resting place of 
high-ranking Egyptians stretching 

back to the days before the 
nation became one united land. 

However, Saqqara is most famous 
for the Step Pyramid (pictured), 

commissioned by Djoser and 
built from blocks of stone. d

ON THE MOVEIn 1968, construction of  
the Aswan High Dam saw the 

temples at Abu Simbel dismantled 
and relocated to a desert plateau 
64 metres (about 200ft) above 

and 180 metres (600ft)  west of their original site  to save them from being flooded.

TEMPLE OF HATSHEPSUT
E Queen Hatshepsut was determined to make her reign seem as 
impressive as possible, and the intricately decorated mortuary 
temple she commissioned at Deir el-Bahri certainly helped her 
achieve this. 

It was styled after Mentuhotep II’s mortuary temple – a smaller 
complex that’s located right next door. Although parts of the 
building were defaced by her successor, Thutmose III, it certainly 
remained an imposing site.

ENSURING  
A LEGACY
From temples to tombs, bigger 
was definitely better in the  
eyes of the pharaohs and 
their gods
WORDS: RHIANNON DAVIES

From temples to tombs, bigger 
was definitely better in the  
eyes of the pharaohs and 
their gods
WORDS: RHIANNON DAVIES
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MALE RULERS OF ANCIENT EGYPT

THE MEN WHO RULED 
ANCIENT EGYPT
You’ve heard of King Tutankhamun, 
but do you know the stories of these 
six other notable male rulers?

H Dubbed ‘the Napoleon of Egypt’ 
by Egyptologists, Thutmose was 
a military powerhouse. He started 
training in the arts of war as a youth, 
when his stepmother Hatshepsut 
(see page 37) was ruling Egypt as 
his co-regent. After her death in 
1458 BC he came to sole power and 
put his military know-how to use. 

Thutmose expanded Egypt’s 
empire further than ever before, 
winning 17 campaigns. To the north, 
he seized Syria; his troops also 
campaigned in Nubia (an ancient 
north African province). Here they 
crushed tribes and put many to work 
in the region’s gold mines – with the 
profits lining Egypt’s coffers. 

With the wealth from these mines 
and Tribute sent by the peoples 
Thutmose had conquered, the 
pharaoh was able to splash out on 
an ambitious building programme. 
He extended the principal temple at 
Karnak dedicated to Amun, king of 
the gods at this time, adorning the 
site with imposing granite obelisks, 
and erected more than 50 temples. 
He was also a keen hunter, taking on 
elephants and lions. 

In his twilight years, Thutmose 
made his son Amenhotep II his co-
regent. After dying in his mid-fifties 
he was interred in the Valley of 
the Kings, with his mummy being 
discovered in 1889. 

G Ramesses II is remembered as one of Egypt’s most 
powerful rulers of the New Kingdom – an assessment 
the prideful pharaoh would no doubt agree with. He 
became Egypt’s ruler after his father Sety I died in  
1279 BC, although this wasn’t his first taste of power: 
at 14 he’d been named prince regent and served in his 
father’s military campaigns.

During his 66-year rule he focused on warmongering, 
determined to restore Egypt’s lost lands. He built forts 

on Egypt’s border with Libya and frequently clashed 
with the Hittites (an Anatolian empire). For 
instance, in 1275 BC he took on the Hittites in 
a huge chariot battle to try and conquer the 
Syrian city of Kadesh. Although Ramesses 
presented the battle as a huge victory – 
boasting “their hearts quaked with fear when 
they saw me” – in reality, it ended with a truce. 

However, it’s for his building works that 
Ramesses is perhaps best remembered. Many 
kings commissioned statues of themselves, but 
Ramesses took this to the extreme, ordering 
more than any other ruler in Egypt’s history. He 
also built scores of temples and even an entire 
royal city, called Pi-Ramesses. 

Notably, Ramesses is known for taking multiple 
wives and keeping a harem of 200 women. By 
the time of his death at the age of 90, he had 
allegedly sired more than 100 children. 

H Djoser’s rule saw the creation 
at Saqqara of one of Egypt’s most 
famous landmarks: this sprawling 
necropolis, which dates back to 
Predynastic times, is home to 
the Step Pyramid, a monumental 
structure that was the first of its kind 
to be built in history. 

Constructed solely from stone, 
Saqqara marked a radical departure 
from previous building works 
in Egypt, which typically also 
incorporated mud bricks. The shape 
of the buildings was different, too, 
with stepped pyramids replacing 
flat-roofed royal tombs. These 

radical designs were the brainchild 
of Imhotep, one of Djoser’s advisors. 

Before the pharaoh constructed 
the Step Pyramid, he won the 
admiration of the Egyptians for 
rebuilding the Temple of Khnum 
(the god of the Nile). 

Djoser also made history as the 
first pharaoh to make Memphis 
his permanent and only home. 
This helps explain why the city 
became the beating heart of the 
Old Kingdom. He lived there with 
his wife (and likely his half-sister), 
Hetephernebti, who seems to have 
been his only wife.

THUTMOSE III 
ruled 1479–1425 BC

DJOSER 
ruled 2667–2648 BC

RAMESSES II 
ruled 1279–1213 BC

Ramesses II ruled Egypt 
for 66 years, and left 

more statues than any 
other pharaoh

ABOVE: An exterior wall of the Great Hypostyle Hall, 
Karnak, shows Thutmose III smiting his enemies in battle

RIGHT: A seated statue of Thutmose III in the Festival 
Hall – another section of the Karnak temple complex

ABOVE: The famous 
Step Pyramid complex 
looms over the rest of 

the Saqqara necropolis 

LEFT: A statue of Djoser 
from Saqqara – now 

housed in the Egyptian 
Museum in Cairo

F Ruling in a time of relative peace, 
Amenhotep made sure the empire 
prospered – economically and 
culturally. He worked to build strong 
trade relations, using clay tablets 
to communicate with the leaders 
of nearby kingdoms in what are 
history’s earliest diplomatic letters. 
He also distributed more than 200 
stone scarabs inscribed with five of 

the biggest events from the first 12 years of his rule, and 
erected various temples and statues. His seven children 
by his chief queen included Akhenaten, his successor 
(see below). 

F The Egyptians venerated a 
pantheon of gods, but Akhenaten 
believed there was only one deity 
who should be worshipped, a sun 
god known as the Aten – and that 
his subjects should follow suit. In 
1346 BC he created a new capital, 
dedicated to the Aten, at Amarna. 
His wife, Nefertiti (see page 37), is 
often depicted acting alongside him 

and supporting him in these beliefs. After Akhenaten’s 
death, however, Egypt soon returned to its original  
way of worship. 

H While the Greek writer Herodotus claimed  
Khufu’s rule was one of suffering and oppression, this 
damning view is in contrast to his reputation as a wise 
pharaoh and builder. He 
commissioned the Great 
Pyramid of Giza, one of the 
Seven Ancient Wonders 
of the World. Herodotus 
is also responsible for the 
common idea that the 
pyramids were built on 
slave labour. It’s actually 
more likely the 2.3 million 
building blocks were 
dragged into place by 
conscripted workers. d 
WORDS: RHIANNON DAVIES

AMENHOTEP III
ruled 1390–1352 BC 

AKHENATEN 
ruled 1352–1336 BC 

KHUFU 
ruled 2589–2566 BC

A 19th-century painting 
imagines workers 

building Khufu’s Great 
Pyramid. Contrary to 

popular belief, slaves 
were likely not used

“DJOSER’S RULE
SAW THE CREATIONOF ONE OF EGYPT’S

MOST FAMOUS
LANDMARKS”
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THE EGYPTIAN AFTERLIFE

H
ave you ever heard 
of a pharaoh called 
Khufu? If you answered 
that question with a 
resounding “no”, then the 

chances are you’re not alone. 
If you were to write a list of the most 

celebrated rulers in the ancient world, 
then Khufu would be little more than 
an also-ran. Alexander the Great would 
earn his place near the top of the podium 
courtesy of his extraordinary feats on 
the battlefield. Julius Caesar would be 
there, too, thanks to the role he played in 
supercharging Rome’s rise to the greatest 
empire the world had ever known. And 
who could forget Hannibal’s audacious 

feat of leading his army (and his 
elephants) across the Alps?

Poor old Khufu, however, probably 
wouldn’t get a look-in. Which, in 
some ways is to do this pharaoh, who 
ruled Egypt in the 26th century BC, a 
disservice. For while many of Khufu’s 
accomplishments have been lost to 
history, one of them towers quite literally 
above anything left to posterity by Caesar, 
Hannibal or Alexander, and that’s the 
Great Pyramid of Giza.

When Khufu ordered the pyramid’s 
construction on the western banks of the 
Nile four and a half millennia ago, he set 
in train a building project of staggering 
ambition. Approximately 20 years, 

25,000 labourers and 5.5 million tonnes 
of limestone later, the pyramid stood at 
481ft, covering a massive 13 acres. It was 
the tallest man-made structure on Earth 
for 3,800 years, surely one of the greatest 
architectural feats in human history.

 But what makes the pyramid even 
more extraordinary is that Khufu never 
intended to use it – not while he was 
alive anyway. For the Great Pyramid 
was a vast tomb designed to house the 
pharaoh’s body in death. As a symbol of 
just how large the afterlife loomed in the 
imagination of the ancient Egyptians, the 
Great Pyramid simply can’t be beaten.

But why? What would lead a pharaoh 
to invest mind-boggling reserves of time 
and money into the construction of a 
building that he would never use this 
side of the grave?

THE QUEST FOR  
IMMORTALITY

Ensuring a good life after death was a pressing concern for Egypt’s 
ancient rulers, whose tombs reached monumental new heights

The answer somewhat lies in the life 
expectancy of the residents of ancient 
Egypt. Existence could be short and 
precarious for the people of north Africa 
4,500 years ago, even for those who lived 
lives as gilded as the pharaohs. However, 
there was nothing short and precarious 
about immortality. Eternal life was the 
carrot dangling before those prepared 
to put in the groundwork while they 
lived on Earth. And no one put in more 
groundwork than the pharaohs.

Khufu may have constructed the 
largest and most elaborate pyramid of 
them all, but it was far from the first. 
Pharaohs had been building tombs with 
a view to securing a place in the afterlife 
for many centuries before the Great 
Pyramid began vaulting skywards. At 
first, they were flat-topped structures 
called mastabas. All that changed with 
the accession of King Djoser in the 27th 
century BC. Djoser was responsible for 
the first step pyramid (around 60 metres 
high and comprising six stepped layers) 
and had two separate tombs built within 
his funerary complex, perhaps reflecting 
his role as the dual king of both Upper 
and Lower Egypt.

PREVENTING PLUNDER
Pyramid design became ever more 
elaborate over the centuries, and so did 
grave robbers’ attempts to break in and 
make off with anything they could find. 
By the time Amenemhat III designed 
his tomb in the 19th or 18th century BC, 
so concerned was he at the prospect 
of thieves raiding its contents and 
disturbing his plans to join Osiris, the 
god of the afterlife, that his pyramid was 
fitted with a sliding door, false corridors 
and hidden rooms.

There was a reason that robbers 
plundered pyramids at every 
opportunity. Pharaohs believed that 
everything that was interred with them 
in their tomb would accompany them on 
the journey into the afterlife. These were 
people with expensive tastes. As a result, 
their tombs were often packed with a 
staggering array of riches. 

Take the tomb of the most famous of 
all pharaohs, Tutankhamun. It contained 
more than 50 garments of top-quality 
linen, not to mention gloves, scarves, 
headdresses and tunics. Tutankhamun 
clearly also had a penchant for jewellery 
– evidenced by the presence of necklaces, 
pendants, buckles and bracelets. And just 
to ensure the pharaoh smelled every bit 
as good as he looked, he was buried with 
the finest perfume – some of which was 
still left in an alabaster jar when his tomb 
was discovered.

MIND, BODY AND SOUL
As you’d expect from the architect of the 
Great Pyramid, no expense was spared 
when Khufu was buried, having been 
interred with a pair of ships measuring 
42 metres long. Experts aren’t sure 
why Khufu would have wanted to take 
a couple of barges with him into the 
afterlife, though some believe they may 

have been ritual vessels designed to carry 
the pharaoh with the sun god Ra across 
the heavens.

Huge barges, the finest linens, sweet-
smelling perfume... all could improve  
a pharaoh’s quality of afterlife. But first 
the pharaoh had to get there – and that 
meant successfully reuniting the body 
with the soul. If that wasn’t successfully 
achieved, then the dead ruler would be 
cast into oblivion, no matter how many 
bottles of wine sat in his tomb.

Key to ensuring that the pharaoh’s 
body rejoined the soul was to stop it 
rotting – and that meant turning it 
into a mummy. This would involve 
the application of a salt called natron 
– removing all the moisture – and 
wrapping it in bandages from head to toe. 

A priest would also perform an 
‘opening the mouth ceremony’ in which 
he held a ritual instrument such as a 
serpent-headed blade to the corpse’s face 
to ensure that he could eat, speak and 
breathe in the afterlife.

But first, those performing 
mummification had to deal with 
the body’s organs. As the brain was 
considered useless, they removed that 
with the help of a chisel and a piece 
of wire. The liver, stomach, intestines 
and lungs were all deemed worthy of 
accompanying the pharaoh into the 
afterlife and so were removed, cleaned 
in wine and sealed in containers called 
canopic jars. No such trauma was 
inflicted upon the heart. This was 

ABOVE: Before the 
construction of the  
pyramids, tombs 
known as mastabas 
were typically used to 
house the remains  
of Egyptian royals

TOP: The pyramids of 
Menkaure, Khafre and 
Khufu (in order from 
closest to camera) still 
loom over Egypt’s Giza 
plateau. The small 
pyramids in the 
foreground were built 
for their queens

LEFT: A depiction  
of Khufu. His ‘Great 
Pyramid’ was one of 
the Seven Wonders  
of the Ancient World

An offering table from 
the mortuary temple  
of Amenemhat I 
(r1985–1956 BC). It was 
thought that placing 
food and drink on the 
table would give the 
deceased sustenance 
in the afterlife

ABOVE: The embalming process involved desiccating  
the pharaoh’s body in a type of salt called natron

RIGHT: A papyrus from c1300 BC shows an ‘opening of the 
mouth’ ceremony, readying the deceased for the afterlife
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THE EGYPTIAN AFTERLIFE

You’ve just died. That’s clearly not great 
news. And just as you’re thinking that 
things can’t get any worse, they do. For, 
no sooner have you breathed your last 
in the land of the living, than you’re cast 
into the land of the dead – a dark, fiery 
underworld guarded by snakes, crocodiles 
and half-human monstrosities, all 
attempting to prevent you from reaching 
the afterlife. Worse still, Apep, the serpent 
god of destruction, lurks in the shadows 
waiting to devour your soul. How, you ask 
yourself, can you possibly navigate your 
way to the Hall of Ma’at, the goddess of 
truth and justice – where you can reunite 
your soul and body and earn immortality – 
without being cast into eternal oblivion?

As this image proves, the ancient 
Egyptian concept of the journey into the 
afterlife was a detailed and forbidding 
one – and it was laced with peril. 

Yet there was a surefire way to mitigate 
that peril – and that was to carry a Book 
of the Dead. This was, in short,  
a papyrus containing magic, prayers 
and spells that Egyptians believed could 
protect them from any threat that Ma’at 
and her evil associates could offer. 

The most famous example of such a 
book (which now resides in the British 
Museum) belonged to a scribe named 
Ani, who lived in Thebes in the 13th 
century BC. Yet the Book of the Dead 
probably originated from something 

called the Pyramid Texts, which were 
inscribed in pyramids from the third 
millennium BC. The texts were a series of 
spells and incantations designed to free 
the soul of the king from the body and 
help it ascend toward the heavens. 

The pharaoh Unas, who lived in the 
24th century BC, had no fewer than 283 
such spells on the walls of his pyramid, 
one of which declares:

“Ho, Unas! You have not gone away 
dead: you have gone away alive. 

Sit on Osiris’ chair, with your baton in 
your arm, and govern the living.”

BOOKS OF THE DEAD
When it came to navigating the afterlife, Egyptians had a trusty tome to which they could turn

ABOVE: A scene from the Book of the Dead owned by the 13th-century BC scribe Ani, depicting his heart being weighed 
RIGHT: The pharaoh Unas was buried in a chamber with more than 280 spells from the Pyramid Texts adorning the walls

considered the 
most important 
organ of all, for  
only once it had been 
weighed against 
a feather in the 

underworld would the pharaoh learn if 
he or she had achieved immortality. As  
a result, this was left in the body ready 
for the journey to the other side. 

Over the past century or so, 
archaeologists have found the 
mummified remains of numerous rulers 
including Thutmose III (known as the 
‘Napoleon of Egypt’ due to his thirst 
for conquest), Ramesses II (another 
belligerent leader, whose body showed 
signs of arthritis and healed injuries), 

and, of course, history’s famous ‘boy 
king’, Tutankhamun. 

It’s not often that King Tut has to share 
the limelight with another pharaoh 
but that was the case in 2021 when 
Amenhotep I became the first Egyptian 
ruler to be “digitally unwrapped” via CT 
scan. The scan revealed that Amenhotep 
was approximately 5ft 6ins tall, was 
around 35 years old when he died and, 
if the rather ghoulish facial image of the 
pharaoh is anything to go by, had curly 
hair and slightly protruding teeth.

When he ruled Egypt 3,000 years  
ago, Amenhotep may have spent 
countless hours considering what 
fate awaited him in the afterlife. We  
can never know what images these 
musings produced. But you can bet it 
wasn’t a scanner in Cairo University’s 
radiology department. d
WORDS: SPENCER MIZEN

Canopic jars were used to 
store body parts such as 
the lungs, liver, stomach 
and intestines

A CT scan of 
Amenhotep I’s 

remains was recently 

undertaken by  

Cairo University
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GET HOOKED

If we’ve whetted your appetite for ancient Egyptian pharaohs, why not explore the 
topic further with our pick of books, films, podcasts and TV and radio programmes

GET HOOKED
BOOKS

The Pharaohs

By Prof Joyce Tyldesley  
(Quercus Publishing, 2019)

In an illustrated history of the kings who 
ruled over Egypt, Prof Joyce Tyldesley 

narrates the story of 30 dynasties, 
and profiles powerful, and sometimes 

enigmatic, rulers such as Mentuhotep II, 
Thutmose III, Akhenaten, Tutankhamun, 

Ramesses II and more.

Searching for the  
Lost Tombs of Egypt

By Dr Chris Naunton  
(Thames & Hudson, 2018)

Dr Chris Naunton unravels the tangled 
threads surrounding the mysteries of the 

missing tombs of Alexander the Great 
and Cleopatra, exploring the reasons 

why tombs remain such a central part of 
the continuing allure of ancient Egypt.

The Treasures of Tutankhamun

By Dr Garry J Shaw  
(Thames & Hudson, 2021)

This beautifully illustrated book 
brings to life some of the greatest 

treasures discovered in the tomb of 
Tutankhamun, with text explaining 

what each featured object is, where it 
was found and why it was buried with 

the young pharaoh.

The Search for Nefertiti:  
The True Story of an  
Amazing Discovery

By Prof Joann Fletcher  
(William Morrow & Co, 2004)

Prof Joann Fletcher explores the  
story behind her research into a long-
forgotten mummy from the Valley of 

the Kings that she believes is Nefertiti, 
wife of Pharaoh Akhenaten.

WATCH

Tutankhamun:  
Waking the Dead

(now streaming on My5)

Using a century of research and the 
latest scientific evidence, Prof Bettany 

Hughes takes a forensic look at the 
body of Tutankhamun.

Legends of the Pharaohs

(Sky History)

Experts and historians explore the birth 
of Egypt’s ancient wonders through the 

eyes of the architects, stone cutters, 
soldiers and farmers who toiled to fulfil 

the pharaohs’ visions.

E Looking for Egypt’s lost tombs 
In a lecture from 2019, Dr Chris Naunton explores some of the most fascinating 
ancient figures whose tombs are yet to be discovered. Listen at bit.ly/3jmm86Z

E Cleopatra: unpicking myth from reality  
Prof Joyce Tyldesley explores the life and legacy of the last queen of Egypt.  
Listen at bit.ly/3O3uuOM

E Egyptian pharaohs: everything you wanted to know
Prof Joyce Tyldesley answers listener questions and top internet search queries about 
ancient Egypt’s royal rulers. Listen at bit.ly/360upKJ

ONLINE AND AUDIO
E For podcasts, features, quizzes, interviews and 
more on Egyptian pharaohs, visit our website:  
historyextra.com/period/ancient-egypt

ON THE 

E You’re Dead to Me:  
The Egyptian Pyramids
bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p09l63kf
Greg Jenner (pictured) is joined by Prof Sarah 
Parcak and comedian Maria Shehata to learn all 
about the magnificent Egyptian pyramids.

E The Forum: Nefertiti:  
The beguiling Egyptian Queen
bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3csyp61
Bridget Kendall (pictured) and guests, including 
Prof Joyce Tyldesley, discuss the story of the 
mysterious queen Nefertiti.

E The Cult of King Tut 
bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0009r52
Prof Patricia Clavin explores the cult of 
Egyptomania that sprang up following the 
opening, in 1922, of Tutankhamun’s tomb.


