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he sinking of RMS Titanic more
than a century ago still fascinates to
this day, helped in no small part by
the numerous film and television
adaptations of the tragedy. At its
launch, the ship was the largest man-made
moving object in existence and was hailed as the
most luxurious way to travel across the Atlantic
Ocean, yet its lasting legacy was one of immense
trauma and loss.
The story of Titanic, from drawing board to
disaster, and the individual factors that each
contributed to the ship’s sinking – from freak

weather conditions to errors of judgment – weave
an intriguing tale. As do the often heartbreaking
stories of the myriad people on board: families
emigrating to the US hoping to grab a slice of the
American dream, through to some of the world’s
wealthiest individuals.
Starting over the page with a piece on the epic
scale of Titanic’s design and construction, and
with the help of Titanic expert Tim Maltin, we
uncover the feats of engineering that launched
the world’s most luxurious ship, discover what
life was like on board, and find out what really
happened on that tragic night in April 1912.
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THE BUILDING OF TITANIC

FROM THE DRAWING
BOARD TO THE SEA
RMS Titanic would be the jewel in the crown of the
White Star Line company, but its construction posed
a colossal task for its builders

ABOVE: Thomas Andrews, chief
naval architect of Titanic
BOTTOM: Titanic in the dry
dock having its interiors and
machinery fitted
BELOW: Workers leaving the
Belfast shipyards, c1911
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B

efore RMS Titanic had even
left Southampton in April
1912, the ominous signs of
tragedy were there. Thousands
had gathered at the port to
wave off friends and family and catch a
glimpse of the record-breaking vessel,
then the biggest ship in the world. To the
horror of onlookers, Titanic was almost
immediately met with disaster: as the
ship was pulled out of the dock by tugboats
and began to get underway, water
displacement caused the nearby SS City
of New York to be drawn towards the
new vessel. Quick thinking by Captain
Smith and a nearby tugboat managed to
prevent a collision and City of New York
was towed out of harm’s way, but a
serious accident that could have led to
cancellation of the voyage was only very
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narrowly avoided.
The Edwardian era was a
golden age of shipbuilding.
Developments in steamships
allowed people to cross the oceans
more quickly and safely than ever
before. Soon, luxurious passenger ships
were being built that attracted highpaying clientele, and companies tried to
outdo each other with increasingly lavish
vessels – no expense was spared.

RULING THE OCEANS

White Star Line was founded in 1869 by
English shipowner Thomas Henry Ismay.
Initially a cargo haulier, the company soon
became one of the most prestigious in the
transatlantic passenger trade and, from
1908, began work on three liners: RMS
Olympic, RMS Titanic and RMS Gigantic,

ABOVE: Thomas
Henry Ismay, founder
of the White Star Line
company
TOP LEFT: Titanic
(left) was not the first
of its class: Olympic
(right) launched in
October 1910
TOP RIGHT: A poster
advertising Titanic’s
maiden voyage on
10 April 1912

later renamed Britannic. The
trio of ships, which comprised
White Star Line’s Olympic
class, were intended to give
the company an advantage
over its rivals and were noted
for their comfort, luxury and
reliability rather than speed.
Belfast shipbuilders Harland and
Wolff undertook most of the design work
for Titanic. The team was spearheaded by
naval architect Thomas Andrews, aided
by deputy naval architect Edward
Wilding and chief draughtsman
Alexander Carlisle. Andrews had taken
over the role of chief architect from
Carlisle, who had officially retired in 1910,
though he continued to work on the
project as a consultant. It was Carlisle
who was responsible for Titanic’s graceful
lines, as well as a – rejected – design to
enable Titanic to carry double the
number of lifeboats.

Lord Pirrie, who was a director of
both Harland and Wolff and White Star
Line, was in charge of the whole project.
In July 1908, the plans for Titanic were
formally approved by Joseph Bruce
Ismay, White Star Line’s chairman and
the son of founder Thomas Henry Ismay.
Olympic and Titanic were constructed
alongside each other, with work
beginning on Olympic in December 1908
and on Titanic the following March.

A MAMMOTH TASK

Harland and Wolff was considered one of
Britain’s most prestigious ship builders.
But despite boasting the largest shipyard
in the world, the firm didn’t initially
have facilities big enough to build these
two mammoth ships, so three slipways
were converted into two larger slipways

“AT 269 METRES LONG, TITANIC
WAS THE LARGEST MAN-MADE
MOVING OBJECT IN THE WORLD,
AND EXPECTATIONS WERE HIGH”
to accommodate the huge vessels. A
steel gantry was added, as were cranes
and electric lifts. The usual workforce
of 6,000 was more than doubled for the
construction of both Titanic and Olympic.
It took 26 months for Titanic to be built.
First to be constructed was its keel – the
backbone and very bottom of the ship.
The hull, the watertight steel body, was
then built around it. Four 20-metre
funnels towered above the vessel and
ensured that it dwarfed any other ship. At
269 metres long, Titanic was the largest
man-made moving object in the world.
Expectations were certainly riding high.

ABOVE: Huge cross
braces were used to
reinforce the ship’s
skeleton as it was built
TOP LEFT: The plans
for the new White Star
Line ocean liners,
Titanic and Olympic

Harland and Wolff was one of Belfast’s
largest employers. Many of the shipyard
workers lived with their families in the
streets around the docks. Working in
a shipyard was tough and dangerous,
though, and there were 246 injuries
recorded while Titanic was being built
– including severed limbs, falls from
the ship, or legs crushed under steel.
There were also eight fatalities during
construction, and one worker died on the
day of the ship’s launch when a wooden
support fell on him.

SINKABLE? UNTHINKABLE

At just after midday on 31 May 1911,
Titanic was launched in Belfast in front
of a crowd of around 100,000 people.
Those lucky enough to have tickets
watched from the slipway, with many
JULY 2021
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HORSE POWER

Titanic’s 16-tonne anchor
required 20 shire horses to carry
it from its forge in Netherton
to
(in England’s Black Country)
Dudley train station. It then
travelled to Fleetwood, before
being transported over the
Irish Sea by boat to
Belfast.

Titanic’s propellers were enormous: the
central one was five metres in diameter,
while the outer ones spanned seven metres

A crowd gathers to
watch Titanic’s ancho
r
make its way from the
Black Country to Belfa
st

A trio of lifeboats are hoisted on board – a feature
passengers hoped would never be required
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“SECOND-CLASS
ACCOMMODATION RIVALLED
THAT OF FIRST CLASS ON BOARD
TITANIC’S RIVAL SHIPS”

more standing on the riverbanks as
the ship slid into the River Lagan. Titanic
was then towed to its fitting-out basin
further down the river at Thompson dock,
the specially built largest dry dock in
the world at that time, where the ship’s
machinery and interiors were fitted.
Titanic was powered by two ninemetre-tall steam engines, which drove
the ship’s three propellers: two directly
and one via a turbine. The ship’s 29
boilers were fed by 159 furnaces, which
needed 660 tonnes of coal each day. This
allowed Titanic to reach a maximum
speed of 24 knots (28mph).
Those wealthy enough to travel first
class were surrounded by luxury and
comfort. No expense was spared, and
everything was specially made, from the
gilt light fittings to the oak staircases.
Second-class accommodation and
facilities rivalled that of first class on
board Titanic’s rival ships. Even for thirdclass passengers, the standards would
have been better than many of them were
used to. The ship boasted 10 decks – eight
of which passengers could use. Only the
bottom two decks were out of bounds:
these were the orlop deck, where cargo
was stored, and the tank top, the bowels
of the ship and the deck upon which the
engines and boiler rooms stood.
White Star Line marketed both Olympic
and Titanic as “practicably unsinkable”
– and stated as much in a 1910 publicity
brochure. Titanic’s hull boasted 16 special
watertight compartments, which could
be sealed off in case of emergency and
prevent water in damaged sections from
flooding the rest of the ship. The ship
could remain afloat if no more than four
of its forward compartments became
flooded – but when the collision with the
iceberg occurred, the impact caused
six compartments to become open
to the sea. Many of the bulkheads
(walls between the compartments)
had watertight doors, which
closed automatically in the event
of emergency. Moreover, though
the bulkheads extended above the
waterline, they were not capped at

the top – in other words, water could (and
did) spill over the top into neighbouring
compartments.
On 3 February 1912, Titanic moved to
the dry dock, where its huge propellers
were added. Following a final coat of paint,
Titanic was complete. It could hold up
to 3,547 passengers and crew and, when
full, weighed more than 52,000 tonnes.
A number of sea trials were carried out
to ensure that the engines were in full
working order and to see how the ship
performed under different speeds, with
a practice emergency stop proving it
could be brought to a halt from a speed of
20 knots (23mph) in just over half a mile.
From Belfast, the ship made for
Southampton to prepare for its maiden
voyage. Titanic’s first journey was
originally scheduled for 20 March 1912,
but was delayed; in September 1911,
Olympic had been involved in a collision
with HMS Hawke, which had diverted
manpower and resources away from
Titanic’s construction for Olympic’s
repairs. Who knows what may have
happened if Titanic had set off on its
original March sailing date, before the ice
region had extended so far south?
On 10 April, after a near-miss with
City of New York, Titanic was finally
ready to begin its journey to New York.
Crowds lined Southampton’s dock to
wave goodbye to friends and family
and catch a glimpse of the magnificent
ship. Titanic sailed to Cherbourg in France
and then Queenstown (now Cobh) in
Ireland to pick up more passengers, many
of whom hoped to start a new life in
America. On 11 April, Titanic left Europe
behind and sailed into the Atlantic. d
WORDS: EMMA SLATTERY WILLIAMS

A ticket for the Titani
c’s launch
from Belfast on 31 Ma
y 1911

TITANIC
IN NUMBERS

159

The number of
furnaces that
powered Titanic’s
boilers

176

The number of
firemen (stokers)
who shovelled coal
into the furnaces and
kept them going

£1.5m

The cost of building Titanic.
Today it equates to
roughly £120m

£2

22

9

Just a few of
Titanic’s 29 huge
boilers in the
Harland and Wolff
shipyard, ready for
installation

The weekly wage
for a Harland and
Wolff construction
worker
How many
buses could fit
in the length
of Titanic

The number of workers
killed during the ship’s
construction and launch

Titanic and City of New York in the moments after their near-disastrous collision
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WHITE STAR LINE

CLASS EXPERIENCE ON TITANIC

ALL ABOARD

SECOND-CLASS PASSENGERS

FIRST-CLASS PASSENGERS

F
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or those who could afford a firstclass ticket, travelling on Titanic
was a luxurious experience. As
well as enjoying the finest food, facilities
and activities on offer, you’d be rubbing
shoulders with the elite – millionaires,
aristocrats and sports stars were all on
the first-class passenger list.
The hefty ticket price secured
passengers the glitziest treatment.
A team of elite chefs prepared banquets of
exquisite cuisine: for breakfast on 11 April,
there was a gargantuan feast including
sirloin steak, smoked salmon, freshly baked
soda and sultana scones, grilled ham and
sausages, fresh herrings and watercress
(which was lauded as a health food at
the time), among others. With such a
variety of food on offer, it’s no wonder
many passengers would eat at least three
courses during their morning meal.
The whole experience of eating on
Titanic was designed to be an opulent
affair. First-class passengers could dine in
the ship’s exclusive restaurant, modelled
on the finest European eateries of the
period. Or, if they fancied something
more intimate, food was brought directly
to their suites. Unusually for the time,
breakfasts could be taken in first-class
cabins – they were brought in covered
dishes by Titanic’s stewards, and hot
water jackets kept the food warm.
As well as excellent dining amenities,
Titanic offered a huge range of activities
to its highest-paying guests. Those who
wished to exercise could take a dip in the
heated pool, head to the squash court or,
for the price of a shilling, “indulge in the
action of horse riding, cycling [and] boat
rowing” in the ship’s gymnasium, which
was kitted out with an electric horse,
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electric camel, a rowing machine and
several stationary bikes.
After working up a sweat, guests could
relax in the Turkish baths, which boasted
a steam room, as well as electric beds
that applied heat to the body via electric
lamps. On the promenade deck they
could try their hand at games including
deck quoits, or listen to the live orchestra,
which performed around the
At least 12 prized pooches
ship. Men also had use of a firstas
are known to have boarded
class smoking room, where
the vessel with their owners
to
raged
encou
were
n
wome
use the reading and writing
room. This had a large window
overlooking the promenade
deck; both rooms featured a real
fire crackling in the grate.
Despite all the creature
comforts on offer, some
passengers decided to bring
a piece of home on board:
their beloved pets. At least 12
dogs sailed on Titanic, mostly
belonging to first-class American
passengers. A kennel was
provided for them to stay in
A preserved 1912
(although some travellers kept
Renault Coupé de
their dogs in their rooms), and
Ville – a vehicle of
the same model
they were apparently taken for
sank with the ship
daily walks on the ‘dog deck’
– an upper deck close to one of
the ship’s funnels.
One car was also brought
aboard: a 1912 Renault Coupé
de Ville (like the example,
shown right) that was the
property of William Carter, a
wealthy American passenger.
It was kept in one of Titanic’s
cargo areas and was lost with
the ship.

use grape scissors, second-class
econd-class travel was still
travellers made do with plucking
non,
a relatively new phenome
individual grapes from the bunch
and was tied to the growth
with their fingers.
felt
of the new middle classes who
In terms of activities, secondbut
rage
stee
e
abov
themselves
travellers had exclusive use
class
t.
couldn’t afford a first-class ticke
of what White Star Line deemed
These passengers included affluent
the “unusually spacious” boat
office workers, such as lawyers,
deck. This deck had a promenade
members of the clergy, and some
where guests could walk and chat
rs,
servants of first-class passenge
with fellow passengers, as well as
like nannies and drivers. However,
relax on large steamer chairs and
on
for those travelling second class
sip hot drinks.
to
Titanic, their experience was said
To break up the day, passengers
class
be as decadent as sailing firste
could take afternoon tea and coffe
on many other liners.
, or in the
deck
boat
the
on
r
eithe
for
ic
For instance, the food on Titan
ing
second-class library. After the even
ared
second-class passengers was prep
passengers
lass
nd-c
seco
l,
mea
and
in the same expansive kitchens
split off into their sexes (this was
rs.
bakeries that served first-class dine
common in first class, too, as men
n’t
And although their menus were
and women of the era were expected
quite as luxurious, they still ate fare
en
to enjoy different pursuits). Wom
food
that was as high-quality as the
ry,
libra
the
to
retire
ally
typic
ld
wou
served in many of the best regional
settling into one of the mahogany
hotels. Second-class breakfasts had
chairs and perhaps chatting with
plenty of the same staples as first
tfellow guests or taking in the nigh
type
(a
class, such as boiled hominy
silk,
large
the
ugh
thro
s
view
time
of porridge made from corn,
framed windows.
condensed milk and vanilla), fried
Conversely, men could while
s
cake
t
whea
buck
potatoes, and
the evenings in the
away
(similar to crepes and typically
room, imbibing
king
smo
drizzled with maple syrup).
trying their
or
drink
a
n,
The second-class dining saloo
luck at cards. This room
a
ided
prov
who
ist
pian
a
which had
MEALT
was designed to exude
The dail IME MESSA
musical backdrop to meals, boasted
y
G
its
from
–
y
ulinit
p
masc
rinted o menus on Titan ES
n
the same bone china crockery and
could als small slips of ic were
, to
walls
lled
pane
oaktoo,
,
c
silver-plate cutlery as first class
There w o function as p ard that
ost
as
the dark green leather
reverse sufficient spac cards.
although there were fewer pieces
e on the
for pass
nd
arou
ped
grou
s
chair
e
nce,
n
o
g
ff short
of tableware on offer. For insta
messag ers to dash
s.
table
ing
e
the men
gam
d
us to lov s and send
whereas first-class passengers coul
ed
h

S

Whether poor, wealthy or somewhere in between,
every class of Titanic passenger was well catered
for when they boarded the vessel in April 1912

WHITE STAR LINE

Simple games such
as shuffleboard –
enjoyed here on
another liner in the
early 1900s – were
played on Titanic

Sirloin steak was just one of
the many luxury items served
in Titanic’s elite restaurant
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THIRD-CLASS PASSENGERS

M

ore than 700 people travelled
on Titanic in third class, the
majority of them emigrants
looking to settle in America. Many
hailed from western Europe, but there
were also lots of Jewish passengers
from eastern Europe, as well as people
from Lebanon.
While food and facilities were
decidedly spartan compared to those
found in first and second class, people
in steerage still enjoyed a far better
degree of luxury and comfort on Titanic
than they would have experienced at
home, or on any smaller ship. White
Star Line was very concerned with
the comfort of their lowest-paying
passengers, saying “only the best
supplies... find their way on these
steamers”. Most other liners didn’t
provide food for third-class passengers

The third-class general room
was a popular meeting place,
with the potential to become
particularly lively at night

at all, insisting they had to bring their
own provisions on board.
Breakfast typically involved eggs,
oatmeal, bread, meat and fish, but
the biggest meal of the day in third
class was dinner, served at noon (for
the other classes, lunch was a lighter
affair). A large spread was available,
often including soups, roast beef, curry
and desserts such as plum pudding and
ice cream. Supper, the fourth and final
meal of the day, was more frugal, with
only gruel, biscuits and cheese on offer.
White Star Line was also aware of
the unique dietary needs of some of its
passengers. For Jewish travellers, kosher
food was served in special dishes;
tableware was also labelled “MEAT” or
“MILK” in English and Hebrew.
Few planned activities were on offer
for steerage passengers, but the poop

Steerage passengers slep
t on bunks
like those shown here –
but it was
still a more comfortable
experience
than third class on other
ships
deck and the general room both proved
popular meeting places (third-class
passengers were not permitted to
access the boat deck). On the poop
deck, passengers could relax in the
fresh air, though they had to navigate
past the cranes also positioned there.
Meanwhile, in the general room, which
was described by White Star Line as
“one of the liveliest rooms on the ship”,
there was a piano that passengers
played long into the nights. Men could
also retreat to a third-class smoking
room, which had its own bar and
spittoons that anyone chewing tobacco
could make use of. d
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SAILING IN STYLE
Titanic was supposed to be the epitome of luxury travel,
offering passengers experiences never before seen at sea

TTING A LIFT

GRAND
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complete with lift att
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and comfortable sof
s
fourth electric lift wa
available for second
class passengers.

Titanic’s grand staircase – like
that of its sister ship Olympic,
pictured here – was described
by the White Star Line as “the
finest piece of workmanship of its
kind afloat”. Its wide, sweeping
steps rose majestically through
its decks, allowing first-class
passengers to make a grand
entrance from the promenade
deck into the dining room below.
No known photos of Titanic’s
grand staircase exist today, but
we know it was crowned by
a huge dome of ornate wrought
ironwork and glass that was
artificially lit at night.

“A STAY IN THE D
ELUXE
PARLOUR SUITE
WOU
SET YOU BACK M LD HAVE
O
£85,000 IN MOD RE THAN
ERN MONEY”
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Titanic leaves Southampton on
10 April 1912. The vessel boasted an
array of home comforts, including
a gym, hair salon and swimming pool

W

hen the enormous
RMS Titanic steamed
out of Southampton
in 1912 to a fanfare of
cheers and goodbyes,
few people would have believed that its
first journey would also be its last.
A floating microcosm of Edwardian
society, the ship transported men, women
and children of all social classes – from the
super-rich, to the struggling poor. Perhaps
surprisingly, given its reputation as the
world’s largest man-made moving object,
few official images remain of Titanic’s
much-vaunted luxury interiors. Its sister
ship, Olympic, had beaten Titanic to
launch by just over seven months, and
had been much photographed. But with
virtually identical fixtures and fittings, and

36

HISTORYEXTRA.COM

an expected long service ahead of it,
there seemed little point in capturing
Titanic’s grandeur.

A TWIST OF FATE

The rare few images that do survive of
the doomed ship were mostly taken by
the amateur photographer and Irish
Jesuit priest Father Francis Browne, who
documented the first stage of Titanic’s
maiden voyage from Southampton to
Queenstown (now Cobh), via Cherbourg.
His remarkable images offer a unique
window into life on board Titanic.
As with much of the ship’s tragic story,
Father Browne’s own survival is down
to luck or perhaps, given his vocation,
divine intervention. Travelling first
class on a ticket purchased as a present

by his uncle, Browne
befriended a wealthy
American couple on
board, who offered to
pay for him to continue
the voyage on to New
York City.
No doubt excited by
the prospect of transatlantic travel and
eager to make the most of the once-ina-lifetime experience, Browne sent a
hopeful telegram to his Jesuit superior
requesting permission to remain
on board when the ship departed from
Ireland. The terse reply he received
in return – “GET OFF THAT SHIP –
PROVINCIAL” – most likely saved his
life. Many of his fellow passengers would
not be so lucky.

G Amateur
photographer
and Jesuit
priest Father
Francis Browne
captured some
of the only
images of
Titanic’s maiden
voyage

FUN AND GAMES

PRIVATE PARADISE

G Six-year-old Robert Speddon
plays with his father on Titanic’s
saloon deck. Robert, his parents
and nurse were travelling home
first class after a European holiday.
The entire family boarded lifeboat
3 after the collision and were
eventually rescued by Carpathia.

E The most enviable rooms on Titanic
were the ship’s four deluxe parlour
suites, of which two boasted 50-foot
private promenade decks (pictured).
With two large bedrooms, a bathroom,
lavatory and sitting room, a stay in this
suite would have set you back more
than £85,000 in modern money.
JULY 2021
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SEA BREEZE
Located to the rear of the ship, the second-class
promenade deck allowed passengers to take
in the sea air with a leisurely stroll, or relax on
deckchairs. The presence of the lifeboats in
this image, which travellers would have
walked past on a daily basis, is a chilling
reminder of the disaster to come.

FINE DINING
G Decorated with white, wooden panelling and able to seat
554 diners, meals in the first-class dining saloon were a fancy
affair. Dinner, served in the evening, was an elegant, formal
occasion and was announced by the ship’s bugler, Peter W
Fletcher, who played ‘The Roast Beef of Old England’.

FINAL MOMENTS
G The poop deck (‘poop’ coming
from the Latin word puppis, meaning
the stern of a ship) served as an
unofficial promenade deck for thirdclass passengers and housed two
of the ship’s eight cargo cranes (at
the bottom of the image). The poop
deck was the last part of the ship to
sink and hundreds flocked there to
delay the icy inevitable.

TAKING TEA
GETTY IMAGES X4, ALAMY X1, BRIDGEMAN X1

F Encompassing the width of the
ship and furnished with comfortable
wicker chairs and Chesterfield sofas,
the first-class reception room was a
popular place to take afternoon tea.
Served between 4–5pm, passengers
could catch up with the news of the
day while the ship’s band (a violinist
– possibly Wallace Hartley – can be
seen in the far left of the image)
entertained them.
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“PASSENGERS WOULD HAVE
WALKED PAST LIFEBOATS
ON A DAILY BASIS – A CHILLING
REMINDER OF THE
DISASTER TO COME”
HAIR RAISING
E Titanic boasted separate
barbershops for first and
second-class passengers
similar to that of its sister
ship Olympic (shown here).
For first-class passengers
who wanted to smarten up
their appearance, barber
Augustus Weikman was on
hand, offering shampooing,
shaving and hairdressing
services for a shilling.
White Star Line souvenirs
such as dolls, penknives,
postcards and trinkets
could also be purchased.

FIT FOR A QUEEN
G The first-class lounge, inspired
by the Palace of Versailles, was
primarily used for socialising, games
and light refreshments. One of the
most ornate rooms on the ship, it
was popular with female passengers
who relaxed on sofas and armchairs
upholstered in plush velvet.
JULY 2021
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“SECOND-CLASS
CAB
WERE EQUIVALEN INS
FIRST-CLASS ST T TO
AT
ON OTHER SHIPS EROOMS
OF THE DAY”

LIGHTS OUT

F First-class parlour suites like
this one could only be afforded by
the wealthiest on board Titanic.
Suite B38 (pictured) was occupied
by Major Archibald Willingham
Butt, an influential military aide to
US presidents Taft and Roosevelt.

G Second-class cabins were a
step down from their luxurious
counterparts, but still equivalent to
first-class staterooms on other ships
of the day. Washing facilities were
communal, but cabins had bunkbeds,
a wash-stand, desk and sofa.

Hundreds of men and women
worked tirelessly behind the
scenes to keep passengers happy

KEEPING FIT

ON YOUR BIKE

G ‘Physical educator’ TW McCawley
(pictured in white) oversaw Titanic’s
state of the art gymnasium. As the
ship sank, McCawley – who was later
described as “a spry little man in white
flannels” – refused a lifebelt, fearing it
would hinder his swimming ability. His
body was never recovered.

H For just one shilling, Titanic’s firstclass passengers could “obtain beneficial
exercise” in the ship’s gymnasium. As
well as rowing machines and stationary
bikes, passengers could also hone their
equine skills on electric horses, which
provided an “elegant motion for cantering,
trotting or galloping”.

TAKING IT EASY
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To work on Titanic, the largest and
most luxurious ship in the world at the
time, must have seemed like a dream
come true. As a ‘hotel on water’ Titanic
would have required men and women
to fill a huge variety of roles on board
– from restaurant staff and deck crew,
to engineers, musicians, postal clerks
and fire stokers.
Although Captain Smith’s cabin
boasted its own bathtub and officers
enjoyed a smoking room, pantry and
sanitary facilities, most of the crew
were crammed into rooms along
a corridor on E deck. Nicknamed
Scotland Road (after a major
thoroughfare in the northern part of
Liverpool, from where many of the
crew hailed) the corridor ran the entire
length of the ship, allowing the crew
to move around the vessel out of sight
of passengers. Off the corridor, rooms
dubbed ‘glory holes’ held stacks of
bunks for sleeping. The 23 female crew
members, who were all stewardesses,
fared better, and were berthed in twoperson cabins in the first and secondclass areas of the ship.
Tragically few crew members
survived the sinking. Of the 908 crew
on board, only 212 survived.

DIVING IN
G Filled with heated sea water, Titanic’s
six-foot deep swimming pool was only the
second of its kind anywhere at sea. For the
price of a shilling, first-class passengers
(although not children) could enjoy a
refreshing dip, with a swimming costume
included in the price. d
WORDS: CHARLOTTE HODGMAN
JULY 2021
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SILENT NIGHT

KEEPING TITANIC
AFLOAT

TITANIC MYTHS

An annotated photograph
taken on 16 April 1912
allegedly depicts the
iceberg that sank Titanic,
complete with a red paint
smear from the collision

TRUTH OR MYTH?

Since its sinking in 1912, dozens of myths and conspiracy
theories have circulated about Titanic – from the actions of
crew and passengers, to how the tragedy could have been
avoided. Titanic expert Tim Maltin separates fact from fiction

FALSE

TITANIC WAS
RACING TO BREAK
A TRANSATLANTIC
SPEED RECORD

ABOVE: Stewards prevent third-class passengers rushing
to the boat deck in the 1958 film A Night to Remember
RIGHT: The Goodwin family chose to face death together
rather than leave male family members behind

GETTY IMAGES X2, ALAMY X4

THIRD-CLASS FALSE
PASSENGERS
WERE PREVENTED
FROM BOARDING LIFEBOATS
Several films of the disaster – including the 1958 film A Night to
Remember and the 1997 blockbuster Titanic – famously depict stewards
locking third-class passengers below deck to stop them rushing to the
lifeboats. But were those travelling in steerage really prevented from
leaving the ship?
“This is one of many myths about Titanic that is simply not true,”
explains Tim Maltin, author of several books on the sinking. “First and
second-class stewards were actually sent to help third-class stewards
direct steerage passengers to the boat deck from around midnight – and
Titanic didn’t sink until 2.20am. There are several reasons why around
three-quarters of those travelling third class (an estimated 537 of roughly
709 people) tragically died. One of these is that first and second-class
passengers had better access to the lifeboats simply because they were
physically nearer to them. There were no lifeboats on the third-class
deck, so steerage passengers had to make their way up to the boat deck,
and they did get assistance with that.
“But the main reason why so many third-class travellers drowned,”
continues Maltin, “is because so many families were emigrating to
America, often with lots of children. In 1912, boys were technically
classed as adults from the age of 13 and would therefore have had to
wait to board a lifeboat, after women and children. Many mothers would
not have wanted to part from their 13-year-old sons and leave them on
board a doomed ship while they set off in a lifeboat, so many third-class
families chose to stay together. Frederick and Augusta Goodwin, for
example, boarded Titanic in Southampton with their six children – two
of whom were boys aged 13 and 14. Like so many families with teenage
boys, the entire family (pictured above) was lost in the sinking.”
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“Titanic was never built for speed; it was built for
safety, luxury and comfort,” comments Maltin.
“White Star Line knew that, in terms of speed, its
ships could never beat some of those built by
the rival Cunard Line, such as RMS Lusitania,
RMS Mauretania, and, later, RMS Aquitania.
But what White Star Line was really known for
was reliability and comfort. Titanic’s maximum
cruising speed was about 22.5 knots – about
2.5 knots slower than its Cunard rivals – but it
did hit 24 knots on its journey from Belfast to
Southampton, so it could go pretty fast.”
Although not trying to break the transatlantic
speed record, Titanic was trying to beat the
speed set on Olympic’s maiden voyage, a feat
Maltin believes most people on board would
have approved of: passengers, Captain Smith and
White Star Line managing director and chairman
J Bruce Ismay. To arrive in New York a day early,
before the city awoke, would have made headlines,
which, particularly for the second ship of a trio,
would have been great publicity.
“I don’t believe that those making the decisions
on Titanic were taking risks for publicity reasons,
though,” says Maltin.
“The main danger at sea
in 1912 was fog, and the
combination of ice and fog
would have seen Titanic
forced to reduce its speed
hugely. In some ways, the
speed at which Titanic
was travelling when it hit
the iceberg (22 knots)
was actually for safety
reasons – they wanted
to get clear of the ice
region while the air was
crystal clear and before
the fog came down.”
Cunard Line was known for the
speed of its ocean liners, but White
Star Line was all about luxury

FALSE

THE SHIP’S BAND
PLAYED UNTIL
THE BITTER END

FALSE

TITANIC WAS
CUTTING CORNERS
TO REACH NEW
YORK AND SHOULD
HAVE TAKEN THE
LONGER ROUTE
One theory as to why Titanic encountered
ice is that the ship was travelling too far
north in a bid to reach New York early.
Not so, says Maltin.
“Titanic’s wreck was found six miles
south of its planned path to New York – a
route well-travelled by other transatlantic
liners of the day. Taking into account the
length of time the ship took to sink (2.5
hours) and the 1-knot southerly current,
the ship was actually only sailing about
three miles south of the track it should
have been on when it struck the iceberg.
“What many people don’t know is that,
on the night Titanic sank, there was a 75mile-long piece of unbroken ice, three miles
wide, completely blocking the path to New
York; Titanic sank about seven minutes’
steaming time away from that. When
Carpathia arrived on the scene the next
morning, its crew saw ice all around them
– they counted about 25 icebergs, many
of which were as high as 200 feet tall.”
Conditions that year were unusual for
that region of the Atlantic, which only
increased the dangers, says Maltin. “The
Sun and Moon were aligned, which had
created a very, very high tide, and that high
tide had re-floated all the ice that was
grounded along the coast of Newfoundland.
This meant there was more meltwater in
the Labrador current, and that in turn had
taken the freezing field ice further south
than normal. What’s more, the very cold
water the ship was travelling through
created a slight haze all around the horizon,
despite the otherwise clear night. It was
caused by light refracting abnormally in the
very cold air, and that refraction haze on the
horizon caused Titanic’s lookouts to spot
the iceberg slightly later than they otherwise
would have done, sealing Titanic’s fate.”

Titanic’s eight musicians famously –
and bravely – assembled in the first-class
lounge to entertain and calm passengers
as they waited to board lifeboats. But
were they really playing as the ship became
engulfed in water?
“Once the last lifeboats
had launched, the band
did stop,” says Maltin,
“and there was no
music as the ship sank
beneath the waves.
Titanic actually stayed
afloat for about 30
minutes after the last
lifeboats were lowered,
and the musicians were
eventually forced to
strap their instruments
to their backs and
jump into the icy
ocean. None of them
survived, but some of
their bodies were later
recovered, including
that of band leader
Wallace Hartley.”

INSET: Titanic’s band
plays on as water
rushes towards them
in the 1997 film of
the same name
MAIN: Band leader
Wallace Hartley’s
violin – given to him
as an engagement
gift by his fiancée,
Maria – spent 10 days
underwater before
being retrieved

“THE MUSICIANS
WERE
EVENTUALLY FOR
CE
THEIR INSTRUM D TO STRAP
ENTS T
BACKS AND JUM O THEIR
P INTO
THE ICY OCEAN”

TITANIC MYTHS

CAPTAIN SMITH WAS
DRUNK AT THE TIME
OF THE COLLISION

Despite rumours to the contrary, Captain Smith
– depicted getting into the party spirit in
A Night to Remember – never drank at sea

FALSE

Edward J Smith, White Star Line’s most senior
captain, has often been placed under the spotlight
of blame for the Titanic disaster, despite being
essentially exonerated by the British and US official
inquiries. One accusation levied against the captain,
who was not on watch when the ship collided with
the iceberg, was that he had been drinking alcohol.
“Captain Smith had attended a dinner party
hosted by first-class passengers – the Wideners – but
he never, ever drank at sea and this occasion was no
different,” comments Maltin. “Mrs Widener’s sworn
affidavit at the US inquiry confirmed that Smith
‘drank absolutely no wine or intoxicating liquor of
any kind whatever at the dinner’.”
Smith left the party at around 8.45pm and, despite
not being on watch, headed up to the bridge and
remained in that area until the collision at 11.40pm.
“Knowing that the ship was entering an ice region
and being aware of the associated dangers, it’s not
surprising that Smith chose to supervise the ship’s
navigation,” says Maltin. “Smith, his officers and crew
were all highly experienced and very skilled seamen;
they were just caught out by freak weather conditions
in the ice field, as well as the way in which the ship
struck the iceberg. If Titanic had struck the iceberg
head-on, which would likely have crumpled the first
two watertight compartments, it would possibly have
remained afloat.”

“A SWORN AFFID
AVIT
CONFIRMED THA
TC
DRANK NO WINE APTAIN SMITH
OR INTOXICATIN
G
LIQUOR AT DINN
ER”

The size of Titanic’s rudder
was not the cause of the
tragedy, says Tim Maltin

MAIN: A scene from A Night to
Remember shows overcrowded
lifeboats being lowered from
Titanic. In reality, many were
launched half-empty

FALSE

RIGHT: First Officer William
Murdoch, who died in the sinking,
was responsible for lifeboats on
Titanic’s starboard side

WHITE STAR LINE
CUT COSTS IN TITANIC’S
CONSTRUCTION
AND USED INFERIOR
MATERIALS

MAIN: The oval – rather
than circular – shape
of the holes in this
piece of salvaged hull
shows how the rivets
were pulled apart as
the ship sank

GETTY IMAGES X3, ALAMY X4

BELOW: One of the
many rivets that held
Titanic’s steel plates
in place
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“When dispelling this common myth, we need only
to look at the close relationship between Titanic’s
builders, Harland and Wolff, and the White Star
Line,” says Maltin. “Far from being encouraged to
cut corners, Harland and Wolff were actually paid
according to what they spent on building the ship,
with an additional five per cent paid on top of that.
So, the more they spent building Titanic, the more
profit they made. There was no incentive whatsoever
for them to save money.
“Another important thing to note is that Titanic
didn’t sink because of weakness in its steel plates. It
sank because the impact of the collision caused the
heads of the cast-iron rivets holding them in place to
break off, allowing the plates to separate. The force at
which Titanic hit the iceberg was enough to lift the
Washington Monument – it would have been like an
explosion, and the rivet heads were simply not designed
to withstand that much force.
“Titanic’s hull failed at its
weakest point – the rivets. But that
doesn’t mean the rivets weren’t
strong enough; the hull simply
wasn’t designed to have that kind
of force applied to it.”

FALSE
TITANIC’S RUDDER WAS
TOO SMALL, WHICH
MEANT IT WAS UNABLE
TO TURN QUICKLY
ENOUGH TO AVOID
THE ICEBERG
“Titanic’s rudder was the same size as its sister ship,
Olympic, which would later be the only merchant
vessel in World War I to sink an enemy submarine,”
says Maltin. “On seeing the enemy submarine,
Olympic managed to turn so quickly that it rammed
and sank it. Indeed, one of its wartime captains
commented that Olympic was the best ship he’d ever
handled, so Titanic’s problems were definitely not
down to having a small rudder!”

PARTLY
LIFEBOATS
TRUE
WEREN’T AT FULL
CAPACITY WHEN
THEY WERE LAUNCHED
“This is a really interesting ‘myth’ and one that is partly true and partly
false,” says Maltin. “Second Officer Charles Lightoller was in charge of
filling lifeboats along Titanic’s port side, and his rule was women and
children first. First Officer William Murdoch, however, who was organising
the loading of lifeboats on the starboard side of the ship, was filling
them with women and children first, but then allowing men to board if
there were no women or children waiting.” The crew tried to launch the
lifeboats as quickly as possible and one boat was lowered almost empty
because it was feared that the ship would sink quicker than it did; the
idea was that it was better to have partly empty lifeboat waiting in the
water to pick up survivors, rather to have completely filled lifeboats not
being launched in time and going down still tied to the ship.
“Another problem,” continues Maltin, “was that every lifeboat had to
have six crew members to row it. But these rowers were the people who
also knew how to lower the lifeboats. So with every boat that left Titanic,
the launching crew got smaller and smaller, and it took longer and
longer to get lifeboats onto the ocean. It is true that many lifeboats were
not filled to capacity, but it’s also important to remember that, for the
first hour or so, it was a real act of bravery to get into a lifeboat at all. No
one believed the mighty Titanic would actually sink, so there was more
fear of dying in a lifeboat than if they stayed on board.” d
INTERVIEW AND WORDS: CHARLOTTE HODGMAN
JULY 2021
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TITANIC STATISTICS

THE SHIP OF DREAMS?

VITAL STATISTICS

Before its tragic demise, RMS Titanic was the
ship that everyone wanted a ticket for

I
ILLUSTRATION BY MAX ELLIS

SYMPHONY OF THE SEAS
Launched: 2017 Length: 362.1 metres Width: 65.68 metres Cruising speed: 22 knots

t was supposed to be the vessel that
would revolutionise transatlantic
travel, but RMS Titanic will forever
be remembered for its disastrous
maiden voyage that claimed more
than 1,500 souls.
From planning to construction, the
ship was a marvel in terms of its recordbreaking size and opulent interiors. From
the moment it departed Southampton
on 10 April 1912, those lucky enough to
be travelling in first class were treated
almost like royalty.
Indeed, all eyes were on Titanic as it
set sail across the Atlantic – as the largest
moving object ever built by human
hands, it certainly would have been a
magnificent sight to behold. d

THE ICEBERG
How a seven-second
collision proved
Titanic’s downfall
Up to 90 per cent of an
iceberg can be hidden
below the ocean’s surface,
masking the danger of its
sharp edges.
When Titanic scraped
the side of one such
iceberg on 14 April 1912,
the crew only noticed a
small amount of damage
to the upper decks.
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Sacks of letters,
packages and
documents were
on board when
the ship sank
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in 2013 for a violin
played by band leader
Wallace Hartley
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Below the waterline, however, it was a different story.
The collision caused the steel plates along a 76-metre
section of Titanic’s submerged hull to buckle inwards,
popping rivets and opening the ship to the sea – enough
to flood six of its 16 supposedly watertight compartments.
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Launched: c1620 Length: 27 metres Width: 7.62 metres Max speed: 3 knots

JUST FOR SHOW

UNPREPARED

Titanic sailed with just
20 lifeboats on its maiden
voyage – enough to hold
approximately half of those
on board, but still exceeding
the number of boats required
by the British Board of Trade

Although Titanic had
four funnels, only three
were functional. The
funnel nearest the stern
was added for cosmetic
purposes: four was
thought to be more
aesthetically pleasing

MASTER OF
THE SEAS

While Titanic did not
have sails, it still had two
masts. These were used
to fly the flags of the
White Star Line and
support its wireless aerial
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BUILT TO IMPRESS
FRESH WATER

Three pairs of tanks held
792 tonnes of fresh water to
supply the boilers, as well as
for passengers to wash with
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The grand staircase was a
focal point for first-class
passengers on Titanic.
Leading from the promenade
deck to the dining saloon, it
boasted crystal chandeliers
and a glass dome

FULL STEAM AHEAD

When fully fired up and operational,
Titanic’s boilers could consume around 850
tonnes of coal per day. Firemen – known as
the ‘Black Feet Brigade’ for the coal dust
that coated them – shovelled a tonne of coal
into the boiler furnaces every two minutes

PASSENGER STORIES

LUCK, BRAVERY AND TRAGEDY

GETTY IMAGES X4, ALAMY X4, REPRO: SCHWAIGER X1, TITANIC HISTORICAL SOCIETY X1

Titanic brought people together from all levels of
society – from the wealthy to those seeking a new start
THE ASTORS

ALFRED NOURNEY

H John Jacob Astor IV (47) and
his 19-year-old wife Madeleine
were the wealthiest couple aboard
Titanic, and among the richest
in the world. Astor, an American
business magnate, was believed
to be worth more than $80 million
when he went down with the
ship. The couple had cut short an
extended honeymoon across Europe
and Egypt – a trip taken to escape
the gossip surrounding their 28year age gap and marriage – after
Madeleine had fallen pregnant.
Wanting the child to be born in
America, they had booked passage
home on Titanic. Madeleine
was safely conveyed
onto a lifeboat
and later remarked
how many of the
men left on board
didn’t seem to
be alarmed at
the situation. Her
husband’s body was
later recovered
from the ocean.
Madeleine gave
birth to John
Jacob Astor VI in
August 1912 – he
was nicknamed
the Titanic baby.

H Dutch-born Alfred Nourney was keen to live a life of luxury
on Titanic. To avoid a scandal after getting a woman pregnant,
Nourney was journeying from his home in Cologne, Germany,
to stay with relatives in America. Travelling under the
pseudonym Baron Alfred von Drachstedt, Nourney
brought with him jewellery and expensive clothes to fool
people of his fake aristocratic status, and though he
boarded second class at Cherbourg he soon requested
a transfer to first class. He was one of the first into
a lifeboat, where he is said to have smoked and
continually fired his gun into the air. One story claims
that on the rescue ship RMS Carpathia, Nourney’s
behaviour was less than gentlemanly, and he was
allegedly found asleep on a pile of blankets meant to be
given out to survivors. Once in the US, Nourney claimed
he had lost all his money on board and returned to
Germany, where he later joined the Nazi Party.

THOMAS ANDREWS
E One of the minds behind the construction of Titanic, Andrews was
on board for the ship’s maiden voyage as part of the guarantee group
– representatives from Harland and Wolff who were there to look for
things that could be improved and to fix any minor problems. After the
collision, Andrews informed the captain that the ship would sink within two
hours. Knowing there were not enough lifeboats, he tirelessly searched
cabins – persuading people to put on lifejackets and get on a lifeboat if they
could. A steward claimed to have seen Andrews in the first-class smoking
room, staring at a painting of Plymouth Sound (which Titanic was due to
visit on its return) making no attempt to save himself. Others, however, said
they had witnessed him assisting with the evacuation until the bitter end
before jumping overboard himself. His body was not recovered.

48

HISTORYEXTRA.COM

DOROTHY
GIBSON
F American actress
Dorothy Gibson had
starred in many theatre
productions and silent
movies before her journey
on Titanic, and was
returning from a holiday
in Italy with her mother.
Gibson and her mother
escaped Titanic on the first
lifeboat to leave the sinking
ship, but they found
themselves in peril again
when a hole was
discovered in the bottom
of the lifeboat – it had to
be quickly plugged with
clothing. Just days after her
return to New York, Gibson
re-enacted the experience in
the silent film Saved from the
Titanic – the first movie about
the disaster – which premiered
on 16 May 1912. Gibson cowrote the film and even wore
the same clothes she had worn
on the night of the sinking.

RICHARD NORRIS WILLIAMS
E The American tennis player Richard Norris Williams had boarded
Titanic as a first-class passenger at Cherbourg and was heading home
to take part in a tournament. After the ship struck an iceberg, but before
the real danger had become apparent, 21-year-old Williams had come across
a steward trying to help a panicked passenger who was stuck inside their cabin.
Williams broke down the door to rescue the passenger – but attracted the ire of a
steward, who threatened to sue him for damage. Williams was among those who
jumped into the below-freezing water, forced to cling to a lifeboat while he awaited
rescue; he was later told by the doctor on board the rescue ship Carpathia that his
legs – damaged by the extreme cold – may need to be amputated. Williams refused
and walked up and down the deck to restore circulation; just six weeks later he won
a tennis tournament.

MARGARET ‘MOLLY’ BROWN
H US socialite Margaret Brown posthumously became
known as the ‘Unsinkable Molly Brown’ following her
Titanic experiences. Molly’s husband, from whom she had
separated, was mining engineer James Joseph Brown, and
it was his business successes that had shot the couple to
the highest levels of Colorado society. Molly had been
travelling in Egypt with the Astors before booking
a trip home on Titanic after hearing her grandson
was ill. Once aboard a lifeboat, she helped to row,
encouraging other women to do the same in order
to keep warm. This was despite the protestations
of the quartermaster in charge, whom
she allegedly threatened to
push overboard. Molly also
tried in vain to persuade
the quartermaster to
turn back and look for
survivors, and once aboard
Carpathia, helped her
fellow survivors, handing
out food and blankets. She
would later set up a survivors’
committee to help those who
had lost everything. The fame she
gained enabled Molly to help other
charitable causes, including helping
to establish a French relief station for
injured soldiers during World War I.

JOSEPH PHILIPPE
LEMERCIER LAROCHE
F Haiti-born engineer Joseph Laroche was travelling second class
with his wife and two daughters when Titanic sank. Joseph had
moved to France at the age of 15 to study engineering, but racial
discrimination had prevented him from obtaining a well-paid
engineering job in that country. When his French wife, Juliette,
fell pregnant with their third child, they decided to return to Haiti.
Joseph, who is believed to have been the only black passenger
on board Titanic, managed to get his family into a lifeboat but he
went down with the ship; his body was never found.

VIOLET JESSOP
E Violet Jessop may go down in history as
one of the luckiest people to have travelled
at sea – after surviving collisions on all three
of White Star Line’s Olympic-class liners. The
daughter of Irish immigrants to Argentina,
Jessop and her family moved to England after
the death of her father, and she began working
as a stewardess on board passenger liners. In
September 1911, Violet was working on Titanic’s
sister ship RMS Olympic when it collided with
the warship HMS Hawke near the Isle of Wight.
A year later, Violet was again working as a
stewardess, this time on Titanic. As the ship
was sinking, Violet was asked to assist
non-English speaking passengers onto
lifeboats before being ordered into
lifeboat 16 herself. In 1916, Violet was
on board the third of the Olympic-class
ships, RMS Britannic – which had been
converted into a hospital during World
War I – when it sank in the Aegean Sea after
hitting a mine. Thirty people were killed but
Violet survived the sinking, although she
suffered a severe head injury. Despite all of
these close calls, she continued to work
at sea. She died in 1971, aged 83. d
WORDS: EMMA
SLATTERY WILLIAMS

MAIN: An illustration
depicts lookouts
Frederick Fleet and
Reginald Lee in the
crow’s nest

THE SINKING OF TITANIC

INSET: The bell rung by
Fleet to alert crew to the
iceberg was recovered
from the seabed in 1987
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keeps to the longer steamer track to
New York, which is advised during the
iceberg season.

19:20

COUNTDOWN
TO DISASTER
As day turned to night on 14 April 1912,
little did passengers and crew on board
Titanic know of the horrors that lay ahead
14 APRIL 1912
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09:00

Having left Southampton four days earlier
on its maiden voyage, Titanic’s radio
operators receive their first warning about
drifting ice in the area to which the ship is
heading. The message, delivered by RMS
Caronia, tells of the presence of “bergs,
growlers and field ice” (growlers being
smaller, hard-to-spot bergs) a day or so’s
sailing from Titanic’s current position. A
little more than an hour later, a telegraph
arrives in the hands of Titanic’s captain,
the highly experienced Edward J Smith, a
man with more than 40 years at sea under
his belt and who had previously captained
Titanic’s sister ship, Olympic. Smith
thanks Caronia, part of the fleet of the
rival Cunard Line, for the warning.
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The radio operators pick up further
reports, this time issued by SS
Californian, of three large icebergs.
This message is delivered to the bridge
by radio operator Harold Bride, where it
is posted on the notice board for officers.
Captain Smith is not on watch at the
time, and is dining with passengers
travelling first class, leaving the ship in
the command of Titanic’s Second Officer,
Charles Lightoller.

21:40

Senior radio operator Jack Phillips
receives yet another warning from yet
another ship, SS Mesaba, reporting of
multiple large icebergs just 15 miles
ahead of Titanic. However, there’s
a communication breakdown.
Messages for a ship’s captain
should be prefixed with the
letters ‘MSG’, but because
Mesaba’s missive hasn’t
been labelled correctly,
Phillips does not treat it
with the utmost urgency.
Instead, he carries on
with the pressured task of

“ENSURING AN ON-TIME ARRIVAL
IN NEW YORK, OR EVEN AN EARLY
ONE, WILL BE A NOTABLE PUBLICITY
COUP FOR WHITE STAR LINE”

11:00

Due to high winds, Captain Smith decides
to cancel Titanic’s first lifeboat drill. This
will prove to be significant when the
evacuation of the ship becomes frantic
almost 13 hours later.

13:42

Another warning comes Titanic’s way,
this time from the Greek ship Athenai,
relayed via RMS Baltic. It cautions the
crew about “passing icebergs and large
quantities of field ice” in the area. The
chairman of the White Star Line, J Bruce
Ismay, is on board Titanic; he always
travels on the maiden voyages of his
ships. Smith informs Ismay that a sharp
lookout will be kept and that ice will be
seen in time to avoid it, given the calm
and clear weather conditions. Titanic

ABOVE:
Passengers on
an unnamed
steamship look
out over a field
of ice – much
like the one
faced by Titanic
RIGHT: Captain
Edward J Smith
pictured in 1911 – a year
before he led the ship’s
doomed maiden voyage

sending a large backlog of passenger
telegrams now that he is within range
of the Cape Race relay station on
Newfoundland.

22:00

Two of the ship’s lookouts –
Frederick Fleet and Reginald
Lee – take their positions up in
the crow’s nest. The task of spotting
icebergs, especially the smaller growlers,
is difficult for a number of reasons. It’s
a moonless night, meaning that they’re
peering into darkness, save for bright
starlight and the ship’s own lights. It’s
also an incredibly still night. Had the
ocean been choppier, the pair could
have spotted water breaking against the
icebergs. And they’re without binoculars,
which have been misplaced during a crew
rearrangement. However, as binoculars do
not speed the process of spotting icebergs
at night this position is not corrected.

22:55

MAIN: A radio room similar to that found on Titanic. Senior wireless operator
Jack Phillips spent the evening of 14 April sending passengers’ telegrams
INSET: A young Harold Bride, who served as the ship’s junior wireless operator

A casual but vital warning comes from
the nearby Californian – “Say, old man,
we are stopped and surrounded by ice”.
But in Titanic’s radio room, Jack Phillips is
too preoccupied with sending passenger
telegrams, and the message from the
nearby ship is so loud that it nearly deafens
him. His response is curt to say the least:
“Shut up! Shut up! I am busy. I am working
Cape Race.”

23:30

With his ship stationary until at least
first light, when it can safely navigate
its way out of what will become known
as ‘Iceberg Alley’, Californian’s radio
operator switches off his equipment and
goes to sleep after 16 hours of work, quite
possibly a little aggrieved at the rudeness
of his opposite number aboard Titanic.
Had he held his position for just half an
hour longer to receive the distress calls of
the other ship, the subsequent loss of life
may have been much less.

23:39

Titanic, now 400 nautical miles south
of the Grand Banks of Newfoundland, is
seconds away from disaster. But despite
the multiple warnings its crew have
received throughout the day, the vessel
continues to crack on at just two knots
slower than its top speed of 24 knots
because the weather remains unusually
clear. Ensuring an early arrival in New
York would be a notable publicity coup
for the White Star Line company and the
new Titanic.
Up in the crow’s nest, Frederick Fleet
spots an iceberg right in the ship’s path.
He rings the look-out bell three times
and calls the bridge, where Sixth Officer
James Moody receives Fleet’s urgent,
unequivocal words: “Iceberg, right
ahead!” Moody relays the message to
First Officer William Murdoch, who in
JULY 2021
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LEFT: Carpathia’s Harold
Cottam (pictured as a young
telegraphy student) picked
up Titanic’s distress signal

turn instructs Quartermaster Robert
Hichens to instantly change the ship’s
course to “hard-a-starboard” and for
the engines to be put into reverse.

23:40

Although it takes around 30 seconds for
the steam-powered mechanism to turn
the rudder, that’s just enough time to avoid
a head-on collision between liner and
iceberg. But the starboard side does make
significant contact, with an underwater
spur of ice scraping along the ship for seven
seconds. In his cabin, Captain Smith feels
the impact and quickly makes his way
to the bridge where he’s informed of the
collision. Many passengers continue to
sleep, unaware of what’s just occurred and
the devastation it will unleash.

23:45

All of Titanic’s engines are switched
off and the ship now faces north, albeit
drifting southwards. The chief architect,
Thomas Andrews, is also on board for this
maiden voyage and is summoned to the
bridge by Smith. Titanic is divided into
16 watertight compartments. Even if four
of the forward compartments were to be
flooded, the ship should still remain afloat.
But when Andrews surveys the damage
over the next few minutes, he finds that
five compartments have been ripped open
by the collision. His diagnosis to Smith is
a grim one: Andrews predicts that Titanic
will be completely underwater within a
couple of hours, if not sooner.

15 APRIL
00:05

Smith orders the lifeboats to be readied in
order for as many people to be evacuated
as possible. Stewards move speedily though
the ship, banging on cabin doors to rouse
the occupants, whether crew or farepaying passengers, since Titanic has not
been fitted with a public-address system.
The evacuation is an unequal one. The ratio
of stewards to passengers in the first-class
accommodation means the latter have
great assistance from the staff, helping
them to dress and escorting them up onto
deck. In the more populous third-class
accommodation, passengers are largely left
to manage their own passage from cabin
to deck, with directions from stewards.
In the first-class lounge, the band play to
entertain those waiting for the lifeboats.

GETTY IMAGES X4, ALAMY X2

00:20

With passengers instructed to put on
lifebelts, the loading of the lifeboats gets
underway. Titanic has 20 lifeboats in all,
with a combined capacity of 1,178 – little
more than half the number of people on
board. The ship had been designed to
carry 64 lifeboats, but the White Star Line
company had complied with the current
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MAIN: Women and Children
First, by Fortunino Matania,
was painted soon after
the disaster

regulations and only fitted fewer than
a third of them. Lifeboats on a properly
subdivided ship like Titanic in 1912 were
intended to ferry passengers from the
stricken vessel to a nearby rescue ship,
and uninterrupted views of the ocean
from the main deck were deemed to be
more pleasing to the eye of its passengers,
rather than rows of lifeboats. With this
insufficient number of lifeboats, Captain
Smith explains the priority to First Officer
William Murdoch and Second Officer
Charles Lightoller: “put the women and
children in and lower away”.
By now, several vessels have received
the distress signals sent by radio
operators Phillips and Bride. Many
are too distant to offer assistance, but
Carpathia – another liner belonging
to the rival Cunard company – is
comparatively close at 58 nautical miles
away. “Come at once. We have struck a
berg.” Carpathia immediately changes
course, but it will still take at least three
hours to arrive. Exactly what its crew will
encounter when they eventually arrive
remains unclear.

“THERE ARE REPORTS T
HAT THE
CREW ARE EITHER GUA
RDING
OR LOCKING DOORS TO
PREVENT
A MASS RUSH FOR THE
LIFEBOATS”

00:25

The grim mathematics are inescapable.
By now, 45 minutes after the collision,
13,700 tonnes of icy water have poured
into a ship that’s only capable of
pumping out 1,700 tonnes per hour.
Titanic’s fate is sealed as the much nearer
Californian, with its radio operator
asleep, does not understand the ship’s
plight and fails to come to its aid.

00:45

The first Titanic lifeboat, No 7, is lowered
onto the ocean and starts rowing away
from the stricken ship. There are believed
to be just 27 people aboard it, 38 fewer
than its capacity. A significant number
of first-class passengers refuse to
board the lifeboats. Among them is
the industrialist millionaire Benjamin
Guggenheim who, along with his valet,
removes his life-vest and changes into
evening wear, including a top hat. “We
have dressed up in our best and are
prepared to go down like gentlemen”,
he is reported to have said.

Wealthy businessman
Benjamin Guggenheim
perished along with his
valet, having changed
into evening clothes so
they could “go down
like gentlemen”

Others don’t have an option. Very
few third-class passengers will make
it onto the deck, let alone find a seat
in a lifeboat. Indeed, many third-class
passengers travelling as families choose
to stick together and trust the ship,
rather than have the women and girls
risk their lives on the ocean at night in
a small lifeboat, and abandon the male
members of their family – including
boys of 13, who are regarded as adults
in 1912.

ABOVE: A still from James Cameron’s 1997 blockbuster, Titanic, showing the urgent scramble for lifeboats
RIGHT: A lifebelt worn by a survivor, provided courtesy of a waiter working on the rescue vessel Carpathia
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MAIN: A depiction of Titanic’s final moments.
The vessel’s bow and stern broke into two separate
sections, before plunging to the ocean floor

00:55

INSET: Fifth Officer Harold Lowe attempted to
restore order among panic-stricken passengers

Lifeboat No 7 is far from the only underpopulated craft; No 6 is thought to have
only 23 people on board. More lifeboats
are lowered every few minutes, rarely at
capacity. Lifeboat No 1 carries just a dozen
passengers. Early lifeboats are sent
unfilled due to the initial reluctance of
passengers nearby to enter them, and
because the crew’s main objective is
to get all the boats launched before
Titanic sinks with its lifeboats still
attached to the ship.

WHAT HAPPENED TO
TITANIC’S CHINESE
PASSENGERS?
Not all survivors of the disaster received a
warm welcome on their arrival in New York

BOTTOM: Surviving
Titanic crewmen pose
for a group portrait
shortly after the tragedy

01:30

After the first hour following the
collision, the downward angle of the
ship had remained relatively steady at
around five degrees, offering a modicum
of reassurance to both passengers and
crew that they might be rescued in time.
However, by 01:30, that angle has increased
to 10 degrees as Titanic continues to take on
water at an alarming rate. A group of male
passengers tries to rush Lifeboat No 14 as
it’s being lowered with 40 people already
on board. Three shots fired in the air by
Fifth Officer Harold Lowe manages to halt
the melee.

BELOW: Captain Stanley
Lord (second left) of
SS Californian, pictured
with his senior officers

THAT’S

01:35

At the wireless operators station, an
ominous message is sent over the ship’s
radio and picked up by Carpathia:
“Engine room getting flooded.” Ten
minutes later, the update is even more
alarming: “Engine room full up to
boilers.” It will be the final intelligible
message sent over Titanic’s radio system.

02:05

GETTY IMAGES X4, ALAMY X1, NATIONAL ARCHIVES X1, FANG LANG IMAGE COURTESY OF LP FILMS

The last of the 20 lifeboats – collapsible
D – is lowered from the ship. The
last few lifeboats have been closer
to capacity now that the fate of the
“unsinkable” ship is clear to all left
on board.

02:15

Titanic’s downward angle gets much
steeper as water pours in through open
port holes and deck hatches into areas
of the ship previously unflooded. A wave
caused by the rapid sinking of Titanic
causes people to be swept into the ocean.
The front funnel collapses and several
passengers are crushed to death.

“THOSE WHO HAVE SURVIVED
BEING THROWN INTO THE
WATER WILL PERISH, MANY
FROM CARDIAC ARREST”

The ship’s lights go out and the frantic
scene is now plunged into darkness.
Under the weight of the stern, which is
now lifted out of the water by the sinking
bow, Titanic begins to split into two.

vice-president Phillip Franklin reassures
the waiting press, after news of the
collision first reaches New York. But those
who have survived being thrown into
the water will perish, many from cardiac
arrest, within half an hour. Second Officer
Lightoller, the most senior crew member
to survive the disaster after managing to
cling onto an upturned lifeboat, will later
describe the sensation of plunging into
the freezing waters as being akin to “a
thousand knives” penetrating his body.

02:20

02:26

02:18

The world’s most modern ocean-going
liner completely disappears under the
surface of the Atlantic. “There is no danger
that Titanic will sink,” White Star Line
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The bow and the stern, now separated,
reach the seabed, having rapidly
corkscrewed to a depth of nearly 4,000
metres in just six minutes.

03:30

Rockets fired by Carpathia are spotted by
those aboard the lifeboats. Having dodged
innumerable icebergs, its crew have
travelled at high speed, with the heating
system turned off so as much steam as
possible could be available for its engines.

04:00

The rescue begins; survivors are brought on
board Carpathia by rope ladder and slings.
Children are hauled aboard in mail sacks.

08:30

Californian arrives at the scene of the
disaster but, after a two-hour search, they
find there are no remaining survivors to
rescue. The ship’s radio operator had only

learned of the disaster when he logged
back on early this morning.

08:50

The last of the survivors are now aboard
Carpathia. The decision is made to take
them to New York City, Titanic’s intended
destination. J Bruce Ismay is among those
rescued, having found himself a berth on
a lifeboat (and for which he will later be
renounced as a coward). Ismay has already
sent a grim message to the White Star Line
offices in Manhattan, which was relayed
to the waiting press. “Deeply regret advise
you Titanic sank this morning fifteenth
after collision iceberg, resulting serious
loss of life, further particulars later.”

Among the hundreds of men and women on board
Titanic were eight Chinese seamen – of whom two
were Cantonese and six were British subjects from
Hong Kong – who were travelling third class to join
the Donald Line steamship Annetta, due to sail from
New York to Cuba. All eight men managed to make
it into lifeboats but only six – Ah Lam, Bing Lee,
Fang Lang, Chip Chang, Foo Cheang and Ling Hee
– survived the disaster, and their arrival in New York
was far from welcome.
Much of the men’s story has been shaped by antiAsian sentiment that was prevalent in the west in
the early 20th century, and newspaper reports that
followed the disaster vilified the group. An article in
The Brooklyn Daily Eagle of 19 April 1912 described
the men as “creatures” who had “at the first sign
of danger... sprung into lifeboats... and concealed
themselves beneath the seats” where it was alleged
they were crushed by the weight of the passengers
seated above them. Other reports accused the
men of having dressed as women in order to gain
priority seats in the lifeboats. Nothing was written
of the heroism of at least one of the group –
believed to be Fang Lang – who, having been found
clinging to a door by a returning lifeboat, then
helped to row fellow survivors to the rescue ship.
When Carpathia landed in New York, the six men
were refused entry to the US due to the Chinese
Exclusion Act of 1882, which prevented Chinese
immigration to the US, and were sent on to Cuba.
Their stories – and the truth of their escape from
the doomed ship – were then largely lost to history.
But a new documentary film (The Six), which has
recently premiered in China, has shone a light on
these men once more and dispelled the stigma and
untruths that still surround their Titanic story.

18 APRIL
21:30

After a difficult voyage
through ice, fog and thunderstorms,
Carpathia arrives in New York. It initially
visits Pier 59, where the empty lifeboats
are unloaded to go back into White Star
Line’s care, before sailing on to Pier 54,
where an estimated 40,000 people are
waiting in heavy rain. Only 705 Titanic
passengers and crew have made it to
New York. More than 1,500 lives have
been lost at sea. d

ABOVE: Titanic’s
outward-bound
passenger list
shows the names
of all eight Chinese
passengers
RIGHT: Fang Lang is
believed to have
helped row fellow
survivors to safety
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HEARTBREAK
AND HORROR

Wireless operator
Harold Bride is
questioned about
SOS messages
sent during
Titanic’s sinking

As news of what had occurred in the Atlantic
came to light, the wheels were set in motion to recover
the bodies of those who were lost and find out what had happened

GETTY IMAGES X5, ALAMY X2, TITANIC BELFAST X1

T

he high number of fatalities
CS Mackay-Bennet was the first ship to recover bodies
from Titanic sent shockwaves
from Titanic – three more were sent when it became
clear how many bodies would need to be retrieved
around the world, as people
tried to comprehend how this
ship – of which so much had
been expected – could now be lying at
the bottom of the Atlantic.
Four rescue boats were sent out to
undertake the grim job of recovering
the bodies of those who had died. On 17
April, CS Mackay-Bennet became the
first to do so, setting out from Halifax,
Nova Scotia. Three more boats would
follow when it became clear that one
would not be enough for the task.
The ships carried coffins (as
well as ice to preserve the
bodies), and the searches
LO
lasted for six weeks. A few
It wasn’t ST CHILD
bodies were picked up by
remains until 2007 that
of a bab
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other vessels in late May
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had earl
ier been
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isidentifi
A mere 330 bodies
ed.
were recovered out of the
approximately 1,500 people who
lost their lives – the exact number of
fatalities is disputed. Some of the bodies
sinking; the senator met the rescue
were claimed by relatives and taken
ship Carpathia at the dock to summon
away for private burial; another 150
its captain, Titanic’s surviving crew,
were interred across three cemeteries in
and the chairman and managing
Halifax. Many were never identified,
director of the White Star Line,
with their tombstones simply stating
J Bruce Ismay, to court. The US
that they had lost their lives during the
inquiries were initially held in New
sinking. Those whose remains were
York before moving to Washington DC.
too disfigured and who could not be
Titanic’s high speed, Captain Edward
identified by their possessions were
Smith’s seeming indifference to iceberg
buried at sea. This was most often the
warnings and a lack of knowledge by
case with the bodies of crew members or
the crew on how to carry out lifeboat
ABOVE: Senator
third-class passengers, who carried few
evacuations were pointed at as significant
William A Smith arrives
personal items.
causes of the collision and subsequent
at the US investigation
loss of life. Most damning of all was the
ABOVE RIGHT: J Bruce
SEARCHING FOR ANSWERS
suggestion that SS Californian was nearby
Ismay addresses the
Almost as soon as the sinking was
but its captain had allegedly refused to
Titanic inquiry
reported, the US and Britain both
respond to Titanic’s distress signals.
launched investigations into the disaster.
As the highest-ranking White Star
The US inquiry, led by Senator William
Line official to have survived, Ismay was
Alden Smith, began four days after the
particularly vilified by the investigation
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and in the subsequent press coverage.
He was labelled a coward for taking a
place on a lifeboat when so many women
and children had not survived. There
were also rumours during the initial
investigation – though they weren’t
proven – that Ismay had pressurised
Captain Smith to increase the ship’s
speed so they would arrive in New York

early, surpassing the previous
maiden voyage time of Titanic’s
sister ship, RMS Olympic.
The British government inquiry
began two weeks later and was
carried out by a specially formed
commission on behalf of the British
Board of Trade – the organisation
that determined that Titanic was
seaworthy and that was responsible
for Britain’s maritime regulations. Lord
Mersey presided over the commission,
which heard almost 100 witness
testimonies. Over 36 days, White
Star Line officials and survivors were
questioned by experts in marine
law and shipping architecture. This
investigation focused on the nautical
and navigational aspect of the tragedy,
while the US investigation was more
intent on finding someone to blame.
Titanic’s captain was posthumously
absolved of negligence, although it was
acknowledged that he had made “a very
grievous mistake”, while the US inquiry
stated that his “indifference to danger was
one of the direct and contributing causes”.
The exact causes of the collision with
the iceberg and subsequent sinking are
still debated to this day. Captain Stanley
Lord of SS Californian gave conflicting
testimonies and claimed that his ship
was further away from Titanic than it
actually was. Both inquiries suggested
he could have potentially saved many
lives; though no official action was taken
against him, the sinking of Titanic would
haunt him – and his career – for the rest
of his life.
A group of survivors joined together
to sue White Star Line, asking for more
than $16m in damages. This was later
reduced when the US Supreme Court
ruled that the causes of the sinking
were “unforeseen”, and a relatively
meagre $664,000 was paid out instead.
The results of both inquiries led
to improvements in maritime safety
and better standards aboard ships. In
1914, the first SOLAS (International
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea)
treaty was established in response to the
sinking, and an international ice patrol
was set up. Every ship also had to provide
enough lifeboats for everyone on board
and maintain a 24-hour radio watch. The
outbreak of World War I later that same
year prevented this from coming into
force straight away, but it was adopted
into later treaties.

DEVASTATING LOSS

For the residents of the English port of
Southampton, the sinking of Titanic
hit especially hard. Some 724 crew
members hailed from the town – yet only
175 came home. One school in the area
saw nearly half of its pupils lose their
fathers. In Belfast, where Titanic was

ABOVE: The 1997 epic
Titanic is one of the
highest-grossing films
of all time
ABOVE RIGHT: Titanic
Belfast, opened in the
centenary year of the
sinking, is a heritage
attraction dedicated to
the ship, those who
built it and those who
perished on board
TOP: Southampton’s
memorial to Titanic’s
engineers

built, grown men cried on the streets.
For many years the city sought to
distance itself from the tragedy, but in
more recent times it has embraced the
connection and rejuvenated the docks
where the ship was laid down. Both
now have museums commemorating
the disaster: Titanic Belfast and SeaCity
in Southampton (the latter also
explores the port’s maritime history
more generally).
Memorials would be raised to
the victims, not only in Ireland and
Britain, but also in the US, Australia
and Canada. For those who survived
– or were left behind – there was the
Titanic Relief Fund, established to help
the orphans, widows and dependants
of the crew and passengers who had
lost their lives. A similar scheme was
established by the American Red Cross.
The outpouring of grief from
Britain, the US and the wider world
manifested itself in other ways, too.
Commemorative postcards were
soon produced, as well as specially
composed sheet music such as ‘The
Ship That Never Will Return’. Thus, an
enduring fascination with this great
tragedy began.

RECREATING AN ICON

There have been several proposals to
rebuild Titanic, as well as raise the

remains of the wreck before it is lost
forever, and a host of myths and legends
have developed around the sinking.
Indeed, such is the captivation with the
disaster that it has inspired no fewer than
eight English-language films. The first,
Saved from the Titanic, came out just
a month after the sinking and starred
survivor Dorothy Gibson.
In 1958, the film A Night to Remember,
based on Walter Lord’s 1955 book of
the same name, was released. Based
on survivor testimonies, it is widely
considered to be one of the most accurate
depictions of the maritime disaster.
However, the most famous depiction
of modern times is undoubtedly James
Cameron’s Oscar-winning epic Titanic,
released in 1997 and starring Kate
Winslet and Leonardo DiCaprio as
fictional passengers.
Of the three great White Star Line
ships, only RMS Olympic lived up to
its expectations as a luxury liner,
serving as both a military and civilian
vessel, and completing its final voyage
in 1935. The third ship, RMS Britannic,
never carried passengers. It was only
ever used as a military vessel, and sank
in 1916 after hitting a mine – earning
itself the title of the largest ship to be lost
during World War I. d
WORDS: EMMA SLATTERY
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THE WRECK

HUNTING THE WRECK
Finding the doomed ocean liner took years, but
once Titanic was finally discovered, its wreck raised
even more questions, speculation and interest

GETTY IMAGES X7, ALAMY X3

T

here were talks about
attempting to raise Titanic
from its watery grave in the
Atlantic almost as soon as the
survivors had stepped safely
onto dry land. However, it wouldn’t
be for another 73 years that the wreck
would finally be found.
Many ideas, from the impossible to the
ridiculous, were suggested as means to
locate and raise the ship, including the use
of electromagnets and helium balloons.
One suggestion that didn’t come to pass
was to use liquid nitrogen to freeze the
water surrounding the wreck, causing
it to float back up to the surface. It was
estimated that this would have required
half a million tonnes of nitrogen.
In 1953, Southampton-based salvage
company Risdon Beazley made the first
serious, yet unsuccessful, attempt to
locate the wreck. Further suggestions
were put forward throughout the
following decades but financial
difficulties and disputing
accounts of where the ship
actually sank saw all of these fall
through – even the Walt Disney
Company considered launching
an expedition. Between 1980 and
1983, Texan oilman Jack Grimm
financed three expeditions,
which all failed to find
any conclusive sign of
the wreck, though it is
believed that one of
his sonar devices may
have passed near it but
failed to detect it.
Dr Robert Ballard,
an American
oceanographer and
marine geologist, made
his first attempt to find
the ship in 1977, but an
equipment malfunction put
an end to this. Over the next few
years, he created new technology to
aid in deep-sea exploration – a remotecontrolled deep-sea vehicle with sonar
and cameras named ‘Argo’, which could
send live images, with a robot named
‘Jason’ attached to it, which could take
close-up images and gather specimens
from the sea floor.
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In 1982, Ballard approached the US
Navy with an offer of collaboration – they
agreed to finance his search for Titanic and
give him use of research vessel RV Knorr
if he would first look for two missing navy
submarines. After locating the second
submarine and with only 12 days of his
expedition window left, Ballard’s team
began their search for the missing liner.
Instead of looking for the hull of Titanic,
Ballard’s strategy was to search for its
debris field, which would be spread over
a much larger area. This strategy worked,
and just before 1am on 1 September 1985,
debris was spotted littering the ocean floor;
soon they came across a boiler and then
the ship’s hull itself. Titanic’s final resting
place had been discovered.
The ship was lying 373 miles off the
coast of Newfoundland and 3,800 metres
deep. It lay in two main pieces, resting
about 600 metres apart. For
the first time in seven
decades, new images of

BOOKS
Robert Ballard with
an image of
Titanic’s upper deck
as it looked
when he discovered
the wreck in 1985

One of Titanic’s engines –
four-storey structures that
once powered the ship

ABOVE: Jack Grimm
(left) examines a
magnetometer he
hoped would help him
find Titanic. His three
attempts ended in
disappointment

GET HOOKED

If we’ve whetted your appetite for all things Titanic, why not explore
the topic further with our pick of books, films and podcasts

Titanic were seen in newspapers across
the world. Many more explorations and
dives followed. During the production
of his 1997 film Titanic, director James
Cameron undertook explorations into the
wreck, using the footage as inspiration,
as well as incorporating some of it into

the film. These expeditions
revealed that much of the
ship’s interiors were in
remarkably good condition,
and objects including clothes
and jewellery had survived
intact, having spent the
intervening years shut in
trunks and drawers.
Titanic was found 13 miles
away from its distress location
given at the time of the
sinking, due to a one-minute
error in transcribing their
star sight timings into ships
time. Titanic survivors were
lucky that its actual sinking
position was reached by
Carpathia on its way to the
incorrect distress position,
but they were very unlucky
that the nearby Californian,

only about 12 miles away and
within sight of the sinking
ship, mistook Titanic and did
not come to its aid, partly due
to the peculiar atmospheric
conditions that night.
Today the wreck is protected
by a treaty between the British
and American governments, as
well as UNESCO. This allows
control over entry to the wreck
and the removal of artefacts.
However, recent expeditions
to Titanic have revealed that
the ship is deteriorating at
a rapid rate – metal-eating
bacteria and salt corrosion
are contributing to the loss –
and it may soon completely
vanish forever. d
WORDS: EMMA SLATTERY
WILLIAMS

101 Things You Thought
You Knew About the
Titanic... But Didn’t
By Tim Maltin and
Eloise Aston
(Wakefield Press, 2010)
Expert Tim Maltin reveals in
short, snappy and fascinating
answers why the ‘truths’ people
are told about Titanic and the
night it sank are mostly fiction
– were there enough lifeboats
on board? Why didn’t the
lookouts have binoculars? And
was the ship really racing to
beat a speed record?

Farewell, Titanic: Her
Final Legacy

Titanic: An Illustrated
History

By Charles Pellegrino
(Turner Publishing
Company, 2012)

By Donald Lynch
(Hyperion Books, 1995)

Containing first-hand
accounts from the last
few survivors of the ship,
images of the discovery, and
subsequent exploration of the
wreck, Charles Pellegrino’s
book provides an in-depth
analysis into Titanic’s final
hours, and explores the
stories of hundreds of people
who lost their lives.

Through dozens of accurate,
full-colour paintings and
illustrations by Titanic artist
Ken Marschall, as well as
archive images, readers can
again experience what it
was like to sail on history’s
most famous ship – from
fixtures and fittings to
underwater investigation.

ONLINE AND AUDIO
E Survivors of the Titanic (BBC Archive): Listen to a collection of stories and memories from
men and women who survived the disaster: bbc.co.uk/archive/survivors-of-the-titanic/z4t28xs

E For podcasts, features, quizzes, interviews and
more on Titanic, visit the Titanic hub on our website:
historyextra.com/titanic

WATCH

ABOVE: A pocket watch
displaying the time 10 minutes
to two, recovered from the body
of Titanic steward Sidney Sedunary
MAIN: Captain Smith’s bathtub in 1996. Sadly,
a survey of the wreck in 2019 reported that
the bath had completely disappeared as the
ship and its contents continue to deteriorate

ABOVE: Sets of breakf
ast
were found on the sea dishes as they
floor during the
1987 expedition
LEFT: A number of art
efacts have been
recovered from the wr
eck, including this
cup – which was later
sold at auction

A Night to Remember (1958)

Ghosts of the Abyss (2003)

(Streaming on Amazon Prime,
available on DVD/Blu-ray)

(Streaming on Amazon Prime and
Google Play)

This documentary drama, based on Walter
Lord’s book about the sinking of Titanic, is
told from the perspective of Second Officer
Charles Lightoller.

Directed by Academy Award-winning
filmmaker James Cameron, this documentary
film follows a six-week expedition to explore
the wreck of Titanic.

JULY 2021

59

