GO WILD!

Invite the king of the jungle to tea with
TeaCosyFolk’s big cat cosy.
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LION TEA COSY BY TEACOSYFOLK

ST ST

DK
WEIGHT

4MM
5½MM

YOU WILL NEED
■ Hayfield, Bonus DK (100%

acrylic, 100g/280m)
1 ball of each:
Yarn A Sunflower (978)
Yarn B Black (965)
Yarn C Bright Orange (981)
Yarn D Apricot (721)
Yarn E Cerise (984)
Yarn F Signal Red (977)
Yarn G Classic Red (833)
■ A pair of 4mm needles
■ A pair of 5½mm needles
■ Stitch holder
■ 1 pair of yellow 18mm
safety eyes
■ Toy stuffing
For yarn stockists contact
Sirdar 01924 231682
www.sirdar.co.uk

TENSION
Yarn used knits as DK to this
tension: 22 sts and 28 rows to
measure 10x10cm (4x4in) over
st st using 4mm needles

SIZE
To fit a 6 cup teapot

ABBREVIATIONS
Kfb Knit in front and back of
stitch.
For a full list see Gathered.how

M

ake tea breaks the mane event
of the day with this majestic
lion cosy! Knitted in bright
yellow, orange and red, he’ll bring some
colour into your home – and he’s heaps
of fun to make too. You’ll work the cosy
part first, and then create the lion’s
head. Just remember to put the kettle
on when you get to the last step!

K TEA COSY
BACK
Cast on 28 sts using 5½mm needles
and Yarn B, and work 2 rows in garter
stitch.
Change to Yarn A, working with yarn
held double.
Starting with a knit row, work in st st for
26 rows.**
Leave the sts on a stitch holder.

Row 2 Purl.
Row 3 (K1, kfb) to end. [24 sts]
Beg with a purl row work in st st for 7
rows.
Row 11 (K2, kfb) to end. [32 sts]
Beg with a purl row work in st st for 5
rows.
Row 17 (K3, kfb) to end. [40 sts]
Beg with a purl row work in st st for 5
rows.
Row 23 (K4, kfb) to end. [48 sts]
Beg with a purl row work in st st for 11
rows.

FRONT
Work as given for Back to **.

HEAD DECREASES
Row 1 (K4, k2tog) to end. [40 sts]
Row 2 and every alternate row Purl.
Row 3 (K3, k2tog) to end. [32 sts]
Row 5 (K2, k2tog) to end. [24 sts]
Row 7 (K1, k2tog) to end. [16 sts]
Row 9 (K2tog) to end. [8 sts]

TEA COSY TOP
Knit across the tea cosy Front and then
tea cosy Back, joining them together as
follows:

Thread the end of the yarn through the
rem 8 sts and through the loop of the
yarn itself, and draw up the knitting
tightly and fasten off.

Row 1 (K5, k2tog) to end. [48 sts]
Row 2 and every alt row Purl.
Row 3 (K4, k2tog) to end. [40 sts]
Row 5 (K3, k2tog) to end. [32 sts]
Row 7 (K2, k2tog) to end. [24 sts]
Row 9 (K1, k2tog) to end. [16 sts]
Row 11 (K2tog) to end. [8 sts]

With RS together, sew the row ends
together, down from where you just
fastened off to half way down the back
of the head.

Thread the end of the yarn through the
rem 8 sts and through the loop of the
yarn itself, and draw up the knitting
tightly and fasten off.
With the Front and Back RS together,
sew a seam 9.5cm from the fasteningoff point, down each side towards the
cast-on edge.
At the bottom of each side seam, sew
1.5cm upwards from the cast-on edge.
The holes are left for the teapot handle
and spout.
Put this part of the tea cosy onto the
teapot. It’s easier to sew things into
place when the tea cosy is on a teapot.
Sew everything to the head before you
sew the head to the tea cosy base.
HEAD
Cast on 8 sts using 4mm needles and
Yarn A.
Row 1 (RS) Kfb in every st. [16 sts]

At cast-on end, (nose end) sew a row of
running sts along the cast-on edge and
then with RS together, sew the row
ends together up towards the back of
the head to meet the other stitching,
leaving a small opening to turn inside
out. Turn RS out and lightly stuff. Push
the eyes through the knitting on the
last inc row on the head. The eyes
should be looking forward and at about
8 sts apart.
Stuff the head and mould it into a nice
shape, and close the opening.
MUZZLE (MAKE 2)
Cast on 8 sts using 4mm needles and
Yarn A.
Row 1 Kfb in every st. [16 sts]
Row 2 and every alternate row Purl.
Row 3 (K1, kfb) to end. [24 sts]
Row 5 (K2, kfb) to end. [32 sts]
Beg with a purl row work in st st for 3
rows.
Row 9 (K2, k2tog) to end. [24 sts]
Row 8 and every alternate row Purl.
Row 11 (K1, k2tog) to end. [16 sts]
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Row 13 (K2tog) to end. [8 sts]
Thread the end of the yarn through the
rem 8 sts and through the loop of the
yarn itself, and draw up the knitting
tightly and finish off.
With RS together, sew the row ends
together, turn RS out and stuff.
Make one more piece the same.
The two ball shapes should be sewn to
the bottom of the face so that they
meet in they middle on the drawn up
part of the nose.
CHIN
Cast on 6 sts using 4mm needles and
Yarn A.
Row 1 Kfb to end. [12 sts]
Row 2 and every alternate row Purl.
Row 3 (K1, kfb) to end. [18 sts]
Row 5 Knit.
Row 7 (K1, k2tog) to end. [12 sts]
Row 9 (K2tog) to end. [6 sts]
Thread the end of the yarn through the
rem 6 sts and through the loop of the
yarn itself, and draw up the knitting
tightly.
With RS together, sew the row ends
together. Turn RS out and stuff to make
a ball.
Sew the chin in between and beneath
the muzzles and slightly back.
EYEBROWS (MAKE 2)
Cast on 25 sts using 4mm needles and
Yarn B.
Cast off.
The eyebrows should go around the
top half of the eye to the centre of the
face, and from there travel down
between the muzzle pieces.
After sewing the eyebrow down,
embroider under the eye up towards
the eyebrow.
NOTE: The eyebrow lies partly on the
eyeball itself, giving the eye a more
feline shape.
NOSE
Cast on 15 sts using 4mm needles and
Yarn B.
Row 1 K3, skpo, K5, k2tog, K3. [13 sts]
Row 2 Purl.
Row 3 K3, skpo, K3, k2tog, K3. [11 sts]
Row 4 P2, p2tog, P3, p2tog, P2. [9 sts]

Row 5 K2, skpo, K1, k2tog, K2. [7 sts]
Row 6 P1, p2tog, P1, p2tog, P1. [5 sts]
Thread the end of the yarn through the
rem 5 sts and through the loop of the
yarn itself and draw up the knitting
tightly.
With WS together sew the row ends
together. Squash the work flat so that
the seam runs down the back of the
nose. Then oversew the cast-on edge
together.

The tail is sewn onto the cosy, with the
top 2cm and the tail tip left unattached.

Sew the nose in place between the
muzzle pieces, with the cast-on edge
touching the main head piece.
MOUTH
Cast on 22 sts using 4mm needles and
Yarn B.
Cast off.
Find the centre of the strip and sew this
to the bottom of the nose. Spread the
two ends of the mouth out around the
muzzle pieces, making an inverted ‘V’
over the chin.
MANE PIECES (MAKE 11)
You will knit 2 halves for each mane
piece.
Make the following coloured mane
pieces.
2 in Yarn C.
2 in Yarn D.
3 in Yarn E.
2 in Yarn F.
2 in Yarn G.
Cast on 5 sts using 4mm needles.
Row 1 K1, (kfb, K1) twice. [7 sts]
Row 2 Purl.
Row 3 K2, kfb, K1, kfb, K2. [9 sts]
Row 4 P3, kfb, K1, kfb, K3. [11 sts]
Row 5 K4, kfb, K1, kfb, K4. [13 sts]
Row 6 P5, kfb, K1, kfb, K5. [15 sts]
Starting with a knit row work in st st for
8 rows.
Row 15 Skpo, knit to last 2 sts, k2tog.
[13 sts]
Row 16 Purl.
Repeat the last 2 rows until you have 3
sts left on the needle, ending with
a purl row.
Next row Sl1, k2tog, psso. [1 st]
Fasten off.
Make 2 pieces in the same colour for
each mane piece. Put the 2 parts
together with WS together and

After stuffing a mane piece, don’t sew up
the opening. This will help it to stand up.

oversew the row ends edges together,
leaving an opening along the cast-on
edges.
Lightly stuff the base of the mane pieces
but don’t sew the opening closed. Put to
one side until all parts are made.
The mane is added to the head in 3 rows
that are staggered about 2.5cm apart.
The order of the rows:
Back Row: Yarn C, Yarn E.
Middle Row: Yarn F, Yarn E, Yarn D, Yarn
G.
Front Row: Yarn E, Yarn D, Yarn F, Yarn C,
Yarn G.
Start by pinning the front row pieces onto
the head, starting with the centre one,
which should be on the first decrease row
of head. Then pin the others in place
coming out from this one, placing them
all about 3cm away from each other.
Please note that they don’t all follow the
decrease row, they come out to frame the
face, a bit like a flower.
Sew the front mane pieces to the head
with the openings of the mane open. This
will help them to stand up.
Once you have sewn the front row, pin
the middle row in place, positioning the
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mane pieces in the gaps between the
front row, and 2.5cm back or as a
guide on the horizontal lines that the
decrease rows have created.
Work the back row in the same way
between the gaps.
EARS (MAKE 2)
Cast on 30 sts using 4mm needles and
Yarn B.
Row 1 (K4, k2tog) to end. [25 sts]
Row 2 (K3, k2tog) to end. [20 sts]
Change to Yarn A.
Row 3 (K2, k2tog) to end. [15 sts]
Row 4 (P1, p2tog) to end. [10 sts]
Row 5 (K2tog) to end. [5 sts]
Thread the end of the yarn through the
rem 5 sts and through the loop of the
yarn itself and draw up the knitting
tightly to make a semi circle. Sew in
ends and sew to either side of the
central main head piece on the front
row, leaning back toward the mane.
Sew the head to the tea cosy neatly and
hide ends.
TAIL
Cast on 12 sts using 4mm needles and

Yarn A.
Beg with a knit row work in st st for 6
rows.
Row 7 K2tog, K8, k2tog. [10 sts]
Beg with a purl row work in st st for 9
rows.
Row 17 K2tog, K6, k2tog. [8 sts]
Beg with a purl row work in st st for 9
rows.
Row 27 K2tog, K4, k2tog. [6 sts]
Beg with a purl row work in st st for 3
rows.
Thread the end of the yarn through the
rem sts and through the loop of the
yarn itself and draw up the knitting
tightly.
Fold in half lengthways with WS
together and oversew row ends
together. Lightly stuff the base of the
tail.
Put the seam at the back of the work.
Position the tail on the centre bottom
of the back of the tea cosy, allowing the
top half of the tail to curve to the right
slightly. Sew, leaving the top 2cm of the
tail free.

TAIL TIP
Cast on 6 sts using 4mm needles and
Yarn F.
Row 1 (Kfb) to end. [12 sts]
Row 2 Purl.
Row 3 (Kfb, K1) to end. [18 sts]
Row 4 (Kfb, P2) to end. [24 sts]
Row 5 Knit.
Row 6 and every alternate row Purl.
Row 7 (K2, k2tog) to end. [18 sts]
Row 9 (K1, k2tog) to end. [12 sts]
Row 11 (K2tog) to end. [6 sts]
Row 13 (K2tog) to end. [3 sts]
Thread the end of the yarn through the
rem 3 sts and through the loop of the
yarn itself and draw up the knitting
tightly.
With WS together sew the row ends
together. Lightly stuff and sew a row of
running sts along the cast-on edge and
draw up tightly. With the seam down
the back of work, sew the tail tip to the
end of the tail and allow it to stand
freely.

IT’S ALL IN THE DETAIL

The two muzzle pieces are filled with toy
stuffing to give them their round shape.

Each mane piece is made up of two halves that are sewn together. They’re attached to
the lion in three lines – use the decrease rows on the head to help you line them up.

The lion’s ears have a black edging, which
helps them stand out against the mane.

