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DENIM POCKET HOOPS HOME

Stylish 
storage

UPCYCLE OLD JEANS AND JACKETS INTO THESE 
TRENDY MAKE-DO-AND-MEND POCKET HOOPS 

FOR YOUR CRAFT SPACE

Designer Jessie Doe
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HOME DENIM POCKET HOOPS DENIM POCKET HOOPS  HOME

01  Fuse Bondaweb to the WS of the large 
piece of patterned fabric and the 

grey fabric. Repeat on the RS of your small 
patterned piece, so that the print is under  
the Bondaweb and the reverse of the fabric  
is now the front – this is done to create a soft 
contrasting pattern. Transfer the appliqué 
templates: use the large piece of patterned 
fabric for the scissor handles and bobbin ends; 
the grey fabric for the scissor blades; and the 
small piece of patterned fabric for the middle 
part of the bobbin. Cut them all out. 

02  LARGE HOOP 
Starting with the largest hoop design, 

remove the Bondaweb paper on the scissor 
blades and fuse the blades onto the left-hand 
edge, adjacent to the denim pocket – be sure 
to allow space for both the scissor handles 
and the pocket once inserted into the hoop. 
Then, work Blanket Stitch around the blades 
in grey to secure onto the denim. Repeat this 
process with the scissor handles, using coral. 
Insert your denim pocket into your 25cm 
hoop, using the main image on p26 as  
a guide for positioning the pocket.

03  Using black, add Whipped Backstitch 
detail to your scissors to differentiate 

between the two halves. Stitch down the 
middle of the blades and between the handles.

04  Using the DMC Magic Paper, transfer 
your stork scissors template onto the 

denim fabric above the pocket. Using white, 
work the outline in Whipped Backstitch, then 
add the inner details using Backstitch and the 
heart using Satin Stitch. Remove the DMC 
Magic Paper following the packet instructions.

05  Attach a button to the larger scissors 
where the pivot screw would be. Choose 

a button that complements the design but 
doesn’t blend into the fabric’s pattern.

06  Add some Straight Stitch stars in metallic 
gold thread, scattering them around the 

designs as shown. You can either do this by 
eye or use the main image on p26 to help with 
their placement.

07  MEDIUM HOOP 
Fuse the appliqué pieces to the  

right-hand side of the pocket, working Blanket 
Stitch in coral around the outside edge of 
each one to secure before adding the next. 
Attach them in the following order: bobbin 
bottom, middle of bobbin and then the bobbin 
top. Insert the denim pocket into your 23cm 
hoop – leaving enough space above to stitch.
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Three denim pockets: 35cm, 40cm, 
and 45cm
Cotton fabric: 14x14cm and 7x6cm, 
patterned; 10x10cm, grey 
Stranded cotton: 1 skein each of 
black, blue, coral, green, grey, pink, 
teal, white and yellow
Metallic thread: 1 skein of gold
Embroidery hoops: 18cm, 23cm  
and 25cm diameter
Button: 1cm diameter
Bondaweb
DMC Magic Paper
Strong, clear craft glue
Basic embroidery kit

Backstitch, Blanket Stitch, French Knots, 
Satin Stitch, Straight Stitch,  
Whipped Backstitch

MATERIALS

STITCHES USED

 Find the templates on p72.
 Use two strands of thread 

throughout this design unless 
stated otherwise.

 WS = wrong side(s).
 RS = right side(s).

NOTES

08  Next, stitch the thread that is wound 
around the bobbin by simply working 

Straight Stitches over the middle section in a 
criss-cross fashion with three strands of coral. 
Be sure to leave gaps between the stitches so 
that the fabric beneath shows through.

09  Now, transfer the needle and thread 
design to the denim fabric using your 

preferred method. You want the end of the 
thread to connect to the bobbin, so you may 
need to extend the end of the thread line 
until they meet, depending on the positioning 
of your pocket and bobbin. Use Whipped 
Backstitch to work the thread in coral and do 
the same for the needle in grey.

10  Stitch the pins by working Straight 
Stitches in grey and then adding French 

Knots to make the pin heads using six strands 
of blue, green, pink, teal or yellow. Add 
Straight Stitch stars in the gaps using metallic 
gold – use 2 or 4 stitches per star.

11  SMALL HOOP 
Using your DMC Magic Paper, transfer 

the lettering template to your denim fabric 
above the pocket. Insert into the hoop – see 
the main image on p26 for placement. Work 
the lettering in Whipped Backstitch using 

yellow. Remove the DMC Magic Paper and add 
Straight Stitch stars using metallic gold.

12   FINISHING THE HOOPS
Finish the back of each hoop by first 

making sure your fabric is very taut and that 
the screw is as tight as possible. Then, trim 
the excess fabric at the back of your hoop 
to around 3cm. Snip into your fabric at 3cm 
intervals all the way around the edge. Then, 
glue the excess fabric to the inside of the 
inner hoop at the back. Allow to dry fully 
before use. These pockets are perfect for 
keeping your crafty nook organised. 

Stitch 
Guide

Turn to 
PAGE 67

 If the jeans or jacket you are 
repurposing for the pockets 
are particularly elasticated or 
stretchy, you can use cut-away 
stabiliser to help keep your fabric 
taut in your hoop.

 If you find Blanket Stitch fiddly 
and struggle to get your stitches 
equally spaced apart, try using  
a heat-erasable pen to mark 
where you want to stitch.

TIPS & TRICKS

Jessie is an embroidery 
artist and illustrator 
based in Bristol. She 
loves reading, lattes and 
listening to podcasts. 

When she’s not embroidering, she can be 
found at the beach (come rain or shine)  
with a hot cup o’ Joe and a good novel. 
www.jessiedoe.com

JESSIE DOE


