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Add retro vibes to cosy nights in with Taomi Tucker’s 
crochet hot water bottle cover

Winter   
         

            hottie
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MATERIALS
■  Paintbox Yarns Wool Mix 

Aran, 50% wool/50% 
acrylic, 100g/180m per 
ball, one ball each in 
Mustard Yellow (823) 
(Yarn A), Sailor Blue (839) 
(Yarn B), Candy Floss 
Pink (849) (Yarn C) and 
Seafoam Blue (831) (Yarn 
D) (we got ours from 
www.lovecrafts.com)
■  4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) 

crochet hook
■  Yarn needle
■  Hot water bottle approx. 

20 x 33cm (77/8 x 13") 

HOW TO MAKE A CROCHET HOT WATER BOTTLE COVER   

TENSION
Each granny square is 
approx. 9cm (35/8") square

FINISHED SIZE 
Approx. 22 x 34cm  
(8¾ x 133/8 ")

ABBREVIATIONS (UK)
st(s) stitch(es) 
sp(s) space(s) 
ch chain 
ch-sp chain space 
ss slip stitch 
dc double crochet 
htr half treble 
tr treble 

yrh yarn round hook 
RS right side 
WS wrong side 
BLO work stitch through 
back loop only 
magic ring to make a 
magic ring, hold yarn 
in your hand and wrap 
working thread around 
forefinger twice to create 
ring, slip ring off your finger 
and insert hook to pick 
up first st, ch1, then work 
necessary sts for Round 1 
and close the ring tightly  
by pulling the loose end

Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4

Scheme 2   Yarn B    Yarn A
   

Yarn C
   

Yarn D

Scheme 3   Yarn A    Yarn C
   

Yarn B
   

Yarn D

Scheme 4
 
 Yarn C

   
Yarn A

   
Yarn B

   
Yarn D

Scheme 5
 
 Yarn B

   
Yarn C    Yarn A

   
Yarn D

Scheme 6
  
Yarn C

   
Yarn B

   
Yarn A    Yarn D

SPECIAL 
ABBREVIATIONS 
4-tr cluster 4 treble cluster 
– (yrh, insert hook in st 
indicated, yrh and pull up 
loop, yrh and draw through 
2 loops) 4 times, inserting 
the hook in the same st 
each time, yrh and draw 
through all 5 loops on hook 
puff stitch (yrh, insert hook 
in st indicated, yrh and pull 
up loop to the height of 
a tr) 3 times, inserting the 
hook in the same st each 
time, yrh and draw through 
all 7 loops on hook, ch1 to 
complete st
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Keeping cosy by whatever means 
possible is a must for winter, so 
add this retro-inspired hot water 
bottle into your current blanket and 
loungewear mix.

Worked in our latest favourite 
colour combo, Taome’s chunky 
textured cover is such an easy way 
to get into crochet. Each sunburst 
motif is made using the same 
granny square pattern – you’ll just 
switch up the colourways to create 
the different looks. So, once you’ve 
mastered the basics – check out 
our stitch guide on page 82 to get 
started – you’re good to go.

All you need are four balls of 
yarn, one trusty crochet hook, and 
a few evenings curled up on the 
sofa – hot chocolate optional.

Instructions
The hot water bottle cover is made 
from 12 granny squares. Six 
squares are joined to form the front  
of the cover, and six squares are 
joined into an envelope for the 
back of the cover. The front and 
back are then crocheted together, 
and a neck is crocheted up from 
the centre top.

Sunburst granny squares 
(make 12) 
Make two squares in the following 
colour scheme (Scheme 1)
Round 1 using Yarn A, start with a 
magic ring, ch2 (counts as 1 htr), 11 
htr in ring, ss to top of starting ch2, 
pull ring closed, break yarn and 
fasten off [12 htr] 
Round 2 join Yarn B in any st, ch2 
(does not count as st), 1 puff st in 
each st around, ss to top of 1st  
puff st, break yarn and fasten off 
[12 puff sts, 12 1 ch-sps] 
Round 3 join Yarn C in any 1 ch-sp 
at the end of a puff st, ch3 (does 
not count as st), 4 tr cluster in same 
1 ch-sp, ch2, (4 tr cluster in next 1 
ch-sp, ch2) 11 times, ss to top of 1st 
4 tr cluster, break yarn and fasten 
off [12 4 tr cluster, 12 2 ch-sp] 
Round 4 join Yarn D in any 2 ch-sp, 
ch2 (counts as 1 htr), 2 htr in same 2 
ch-sp, *3 htr in each of next 2 2 
ch-sps, (3 tr, ch2, 3 tr) in next 2 
ch-sp; repeat from * 2 more times, 
3 htr in each of next 2 2 ch-sps, (3 
tr, ch2) in first 2 ch-sp, ss to top of 
starting ch2, break yarn and fasten 
off [48 tr, 4 2 ch-sps]  
Repeat Rounds 1-4 to make two 

squares each in Schemes 2-6. 
There should be 12 squares in total 
– two in each colour scheme.

Front (use six squares) 
Take one square from each colour 
scheme and lay them out in two 
columns of three, using the main 
image as a guide to colourway. 
Using Yarn D, join the squares 
together as follows:
Place two squares from the bottom 
of one column RS together. 
Starting at the top right corner, ss 
through the BLO of each square 
across to the left. Note that as 
you’re holding the squares RS 
together, the BLO of the front 
square is the one closest to you 
and the BLO of the back square is 
the loop furthest away. Break yarn 
and fasten off. 
Join the last square from the top of 
the column using the same 
technique to form a strip of three 
squares. Repeat with the remaining 
three squares. 
Attach the two columns along the 
long adjoining edge with a similar 
technique, this time using dc 
instead of ss as follows:
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HOW TO MAKE A CROCHET HOT WATER BOTTLE COVER   

Hold the two columns RS together. 
Starting at the top right, join Yarn D 
into the BLO of the two corner 2 
ch-sps, ch1 (does not count as st),  
1 dc through BLO of both columns 
through to the left, break yarn and 
fasten off. 

Back bottom section (use  
four squares)
Lay out a 2 x 2 block of four 
squares, then join two squares 
together as per the front, using 
Yarn D and ss. Repeat to join the 
remaining two squares, then join 
the two columns using dc.
To form the inner edge of the 
envelope, turn the back bottom 
section RS up, positioning the dc 
join down the centre. Work two 
rows along the top as follows: 
Row 1 join Yarn D in top right 
corner, ch2 (counts as 1 htr), 1 htr in 
each st across, working 1 htr either 
side of the dc join, turn [30 sts] 
Row 2 ch2 (counts as 1 htr), 1 htr in 
each st across, break yarn and 
fasten off

Back top section (two squares)
Using Yarn D, join the remaining 

two squares together as before 
using dc 

Forming the envelope
Lay both back sections RS up, 
positioning the top section slightly 
over the bottom section so it 
overlaps the two rows of htr.
Thread the yarn needle with Yarn 
D, then bring it up through the 
WS of the top section, 4 sts from 
the corner ch. Sew through both 
sections, down to the corner ch, 
then tie off the yarn to secure it. 
Repeat on the opposite side.   

Border 
Using Yarn D, work a border around 
both the front and back sections 
Round 1 join Yarn D in top left 
corner 2 ch-sp, ch2, *1 htr in each 
st until next corner 2 ch-sp, (1 htr, 
ch2, 1 htr) in corner 2 ch-sp; repeat 
from * 2 more times, 1 htr in each st 
until next first corner 2 ch-sp, (1 htr, 
ch2) in corner sp, ss to top of 
starting ch2, break yarn and fasten 
off [144 sts, 4 2 ch-sps]  
Work 1 htr in each side of the 
centre dc seam on the top and 
bottom edges to avoid gaps.

There should be 30 htr along the 
top and bottom, and 42 htr down 
each side.

Finishing
Place the front and back sections 
WS together. Count 7 sts along the 
top from the top left corner 2 ch-sp 
over to the right, then join Yarn D 
through front and back sts with a ss 
Round 1 ch1 (does not count as st), 
*work 1 dc through front and back 
sts along the edge to the corner 2 
ch-sp, 2 dc in corner 2 ch-sp; 
repeat from * until top right corner, 
work 1 dc in each of the next 7 sts, 
break yarn and fasten off 
There should be a gap of 16 sts 
between the first and last st on 
both the front and the back for the 
neck, making 32 sts all around  

Neck
Round 1 join Yarn D in any st at the 
neck, ch3, work 1 tr in each st 
round, ss join to top of starting ch3 
[32 sts] 
Rounds 2-10 ch3, 1 tr in each st 
round, ss to top of starting ch3
Break yarn and fasten off. Fold the 
neck to the RS and sew in all ends.
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