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Add dreamy celestial vibes to your tree with 
 Chloe Redfern’s beaded decorations
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Chloe worked with 
mixed media for 
several years before 
discovering her love 
of hand embroidery. 
She now creates 
original embroidered 
hoop art, modern 
embroidery patterns 
and embellished 
folk art-inspired felt 
decorations – find her 
on Insta @chloered 
fernembroidery. www.
chloeredfern.co.uk

MEET THE MAKER 
CHLOE REDFERN
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the bead to secure it. To add the 
gold bugle beads, bring the needle 
up through the fabric where you 
want one end of the bead to sit, 
thread the bead on, and push it 
flush with the felt. Bring the needle 
back down through the fabric at 
the opposite end to secure it. 
Using the Step 13 image as a 
guide, add seed beads around the 
stars, then stitch a curve of 
alternating seed beads and bugle 
beads to the right of the moon. 
Stitch seed beads around the 
yellow moon border, then at the 
top and bottom of the leaves on 
the rust moon shape.
10  For the star decoration on the 
rust square, add groups of one 
seed bead and one bugle bead, 
three seed beads and one bugle 
bead, then one seed bead and one 
bugle bead in between the star 
points. Bring the needle up 
through the felt, then thread all the 
beads in each row onto the needle 
before taking it back down into the 
felt. Stitch one seed bead at the 
top of each triangle, one above the 
stitches on each of the star points, 
and one at the centre. Next, stitch 
a circle of bugle beads around the 
centre felt circle.

11  With the star on the yellow felt 
square, add the same seed bead 
and bugle bead pattern to the dark 
blue background, but around the 
centre felt circle use an alternating 
seed bead/bugle bead pattern, 
pointing the bugle beads 
outwards. Stitch a seed bead onto 
each point of the star, above each 
point, and at the top and bottom of 
each of the leaves. 
12  Next, add a bead border around 
the dark blue circle on each 
decoration. To do this, bring the 
needle up through the felt, flush 
with the edge of the dark blue felt. 
Thread on around five beads – we 
started by alternating three gold 
seed beads and two bronze bugle 
beads – and push them flush with 
the felt, gently guiding them 
around the edge of the circle. Take 
the needle back down through the 
felt again at the edge of the dark 
blue circle. Next, bring the needle 
back up just behind the last bead, 
thread it through the last bead, 
then add another five beads and 
repeat. Continue working around 
the edge, then fasten off the 
thread at the end. 
13  Trim the outer felt on each 
decoration into a circle, leaving a 

MATERIALS
■  Wool-blend felt in dark 

blue, very dark blue, 
yellow, rust and orange 
(ours was from www.
billowfabrics.co.uk)

■  Sewing thread in  
yellow and orange 

■  Yellow embroidery 
thread

■  Gold metallic thread 
■  Gold Miyuki bugle 

beads, 6mm (¼") (ours 
were from www.
thesouthampton 
beadshop.co.uk)

■  Bronze Miyuki bugle 
beads, 3mm (1/8") 

■  Miyuki seed beads, size 
10, in gold and rose gold 

■  Soft toy stuffing 
■  Invisible thread 
■  Embroidery needle,  

size 10

An ode to the iconic star and 
moon motifs of the 90s, these 
gorgeous ornaments make for a 
festive project that can be done in 
a day. But, don’t think they’re just 
for Christmas – display them all 
year round, or turn yours into 
keyrings, pincushions and more. 

These miniature makes are a 
great way to get into beading, 
letting you play with intricate detail 
on a small scale. And, you can 
easily switch up the colour palette, 
opting for greys and silver or going 
all out with rainbow-bright hues. 

01  Using the circle A template on 
page 82, cut three circles from the 
dark blue felt. Next, cut two square 
shapes from the yellow felt and one 
from the rust felt, slightly bigger 
than the circles, and pin a dark blue 
circle to the centre of each. Sew 
around the outside of each circle 
using matching sewing thread and 
small stitches to secure in place. 
02  Cut one large moon and two 
stars from the yellow felt using the 
templates on page 82. Pin the 
moon and one star in the centre of 
two yellow and dark blue pieces, 
then pin the remaining star in the 
centre of the rust and dark blue 

piece. Stitch around the edge of 
each shape as per Step 1.
03  Making sure to keep the shapes 
for each decoration separate, cut 
five leaf A pieces and one circle B 
piece from the rust felt, and five 
leaf B pieces from the orange felt 
for one star decoration. For the 
moon decoration, cut one small 
moon from the rust felt and three 
leaf C pieces from the yellow felt. 
For the second star decoration, cut 
five triangle A pieces and one circle 
C piece from the rust felt, and five 
triangle B pieces from orange felt. 
04  Arrange the shapes cut in Step 3 
on top of each decoration as 
shown, then tack the pieces in 
place using contrasting sewing 
thread, holding them flat.
05  Sew around the outside of each 
felt piece using matching sewing 
thread and small stitches, then 
remove the tacking stitches.
06  Next, add the stitch detail using 
one strand of thread throughout. 
Starting with the moon decoration, 
work three stars made up of eight 
straight stitches each in gold 
metallic thread on the dark blue 
felt, using the Step 8 image as a 
guide to placement. Start at the 
centre point of each star and work 

the stitches outwards, as shown. 
Using yellow embroidery thread, 
work straight stitches out from the 
bottom of each leaf – one vertical, 
then two shorter ones either side.
07  For the star on the rust felt 
square, add all the stitch detail in 
yellow embroidery thread. For the 
triangles inside the star, fan out five 
straight stitches from the top point 
of each triangle. For the centre 
circle, work eight straight stitches 
in a star shape, as per the moon 
decoration. For the outer triangles, 
work straight stitches out from the 
base to the point – one vertical 
stitch, then three either side 
decreasing in length.
08  Add all the stitch detail to the 
star on yellow felt in yellow 
embroidery thread. Stitch the 
leaves as per Step 6, working the 
stitches from the inside out, and 
the centre circle as per Step 7.
09  Next, add the beads to the main 
section of the decorations, starting 
with the moon. To add the seed 
beads, thread a needle with a 
length of invisible thread doubled. 
Bring it up through the felt where 
you want to place the bead, thread 
the bead on, then take the needle 
back through the felt just next to 

HOW TO MAKE BEADED DECORATIONS

0.25cm (1/8") border around the 
edge of the beading.
14  To make the hanging loops, 
double over a strand of embroidery 
thread. Knot one end, then make 
another knot 1cm (3/8") up to stop 
the beads from sliding off. Thread 
on beads for roughly 14cm (5½"), 
then tie off the thread length as 
before, making two knots. 
15  Cut three squares of very dark 
blue felt, slightly larger than the 
size of each decoration. Place a 
decoration centrally onto each 
square, then sandwich the tails of a 
hanging loop between the two 
layers of felt on each one, tucking 
a few beads under for extra 
security. Sew in place using 
matching thread and small stitches.
16  Continue making small stitches 
around the outside of the yellow 
and rust felt circles to secure the 
backing felt in place, leaving a gap 
for stuffing. Stuff each decoration, 
making sure not to overfill the 
shape, and to distribute the 
stuffing evenly around the edges. 
Stitch each gap closed.
17  To finish, trim the backing felt 
flush with the original yellow or rust 
backing, being careful not to cut 
through the stitches or loop. 


