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Party time
Take Christmas crackers to the next level with  

Kate Jenkins’ supersized piñata
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any excess and move on to the 
next section, until all the sides are 
covered with fringing. Once you 
reach the middle, turn the piñata 
around and start adding fringe 
from the other end. 
10  Cut 1cm (3/8") wide strips of 
metallic crepe paper, then glue to 
the indented areas of the cracker 
and around the middle. Trim to fit. 
11  Using the template on page 92, 
cut a circle from metallic paper, 
then cut the tree from the centre. 
Glue to the middle of the cracker. 
12  Take the 50cm (19¾") length of 
dowel, making sure the ends are 
smooth – sand them down if not. 
Cover in glue and, as with the 
cracker, wrap the dowel with 
fringed tissue, starting at one end, 
and making sure to overlap the 
fringing. Leave to dry, then use to 
break the finished piñata open. 

MATERIALS
■  Cardboard
■ Craft knife
■  Ruler
■  Cutting mat
■  Paper tape
■  Glue stick
■  Tissue paper in  

different colours
■  Metallic crepe paper
■  String
■  50cm (19¾") dowel,  

2cm (¾") wide
■  Your choice of filling

A party just isn’t a party without 
a piñata, and when it’s shaped 
like a giant Christmas cracker, 
how much better can it get? 

This make is so quick and easy, 
you could even get kids involved 
– it’s just as much fun to craft as it  
is to smash open.

Piñatas are traditionally filled 
with sweets, but you can be as 
creative as you like. Since it’s a 
cracker, how about party hats, 
classic dad jokes and puzzles for 
every guest? And, don’t forget to 
add a handful of confetti, made 
with leftover strips of paper.

This isn’t just a one-trick pony, 
either. You could use your piñata as 
an alternative gift box, placing 
presents inside. There’s so much 
fun to be had opening it on 
Christmas morning – as long as the 
gifts aren’t breakable, that is. 

01  Using the templates on page 92, 
and the craft knife, cutting mat and 
ruler, cut two octagons and eight 
strips with notches from the 
cardboard. Make sure to score the 
cardboard along the dotted lines 
for ease of folding. 
02  Lay out the strips side by side, 
as shown, and tape together at 
the top, centre and bottom, leaving 
the notches uncovered. Don’t 
worry if there are any gaps, or it’s a 
little untidy, as this will all be 
covered with the fringed paper. 
03  Measure and mark the centre 
point of the top strip and make two 
holes approximately 2cm (¾") 
either side of this point. Reinforce 
with a small square of card. Cut a 
20cm (47/8") length of string and 
thread it through the holes, tying 
the ends securely inside the piñata. 
This will be the hanging loop. 

04  Roll the cardboard along the 
width to create a tube, then tape 
the first and last strip together 
along the length. 
05  Tape an octagon to one end of 
the tube, matching the edges. 
06  Gently push the ends together 
so the scored parts of the 
cardboard fold inwards, creating 
the cracker shape. Tape to secure. 
07  Next, add the filling through the 
open end. Close with the second 
octagon once finished. 
08  Cut the tissue paper into 3cm 
(1¼") wide strips. Make small, 
regular snips 1.5cm (5/8") in along 
one long edge to create fringing.  
09  Starting at one end of the 
cracker, cover a small section with 
glue and add the strips of paper 
fringe. Start from the bottom and 
work towards the middle, 
overlapping the fringed area. Trim 

HOW TO MAKE A CRACKER PIÑATA 

MEET THE MAKER KATE JENKINS
Kate loves a party, 
making custom-made 
piñatas for any occasion, 
no matter how weird 
or wonderful. She’s 
also team leader for 
Southampton Etsy 
Team, mainly for cake 
and conversation. Find 
her on Insta @pinyatay. 
www.pinyatay.com


