
KIDS SWAN TOP  BOOK GIRL HOOP

Cosy 
corner

CELEBRATE TWO OF LIFE’S GREAT JOYS, 
READING AND EMBROIDERY, AND ESCAPE THE 

EVERYDAY HUBBUB IN THIS SCENE OF SERENITY

Designed by Joanne Little
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HOME READING NOOK

01  Transfer the design from the template 
onto the fabric using your preferred 

method. We used a heat-erasable pen and a 
light source, such as a window or a lightbox. 
The benefit of using this method is that you 
can trace the frame outline to help with 
positioning the frame, then remove these lines 
afterwards. Mount the fabric into the hoop. 
Fill the background with Satin Stitch in light 
blue, at a roughly 45˚ angle. Fill the curtain 
sections with Padded Satin Stitch in white. 

02  Next, add Satin Stitch to the book cover 
in light teal, and to the book spine in 

dark teal. Then, work the toe, heal and cuff  
of the sock using Satin Stitch in red.

03  Use Chain Stitch to work the sun in 
variegated yellow, starting from the 

outer edge and then working in a spiral 
towards the centre. Fill the leaf with Chain 
Stitch using three strands of dark teal. Finish 
the leaf by working Stem Stitch in three 
strands of pale pink up the centre of the leaf.

04
Outline the dress with Split Stitch in 
coral, making sure to leave a small 

gap between the sleeve and the rest of the 
dress. Now, fill the dress with Split Stitch, 
working rows inwards in the direction that the 
material of the dress would naturally flow.

05
Fill the cheek with French Knots using 
pale pink and just one twist. Now, add 

the outline to the lines of the girl, her dress, 
the book, sock and window frame in two 
strands of black using Stem Stitch, leaving the 
finer details unworked. Then, add the facial 
features, defining hair lines and book pages in 
Stem Stitch using one strand of black.

06
Place the fabric in between the inner 
and outer arch and secure by carefully 

pressing together. Trim the fabric, leaving 
about 3cm excess, then work running stitch 
all the way around. Pull the thread to gather 
the fabric at the back and then tie off. 
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Cotton fabric: 30x30cm, natural 
Stranded cotton: 1 skein each of 
black, light blue, coral, pale pink, 
red, dark teal, light teal and white
DMC variegated stranded cotton:  
1 skein of yellow (90) 
Embroidery hoop: 20cm diameter
Wooden arch frame:  
18x17cm (outer), 16x15cm (inner)
Basic embroidery kit

Chain Stitch, French Knot,  
Padded Satin Stitch, Satin Stitch,  
Split Stitch, Stem Stitch

MATERIALS

STITCHES USED

 Find the template on p72.
 Use two strands of thread 

throughout the design, unless 
otherwise stated.

 We used an Arch Frame from 
www.lnddesignsuk.etsy.com

NOTES

Stitch 
Guide

Turn to 
PAGE 67            

Joanne is a designer by 
day and embroidery artist 
by night. Her pieces aim to 
convey a feeling, whether 
that be a moment of calm, 

strength or love. Browsing her patterns 
you’ll notice she has a love for nature, dogs 
(in particular her whippet, Luna) and,  
of course, reading. @littlejo_and_co

JOANNE LITTLE
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ESSENTIALS TEMPLATES

READING  
NOOK
Page 28
Pattern at 100%

HOPE GROWS HOOP
Page 40
Pattern at 100%

STATEMENT NECKLACE
Page 31
Pattern at 100%

CANARY WALL HANGING
Page 45
Patterns at 100%

Bird body

Wing 1

Wing 2

Leaves


