
As winter turns to a distant memory and the 
sun emerges from behind those grey 

clouds, jazz up your spring wardrobe with this 
stunning bolero designed by Siân Luyken.

Fans of boleros include Sienna Miller and 
Victoria Beckham, and the best of it is, boleros suit 
everyone. This one is particularly flattering with its 
longer length back. These clever cardigans are 
ideal for keeping the breeze off your shoulders 
when wearing a T-shirt or vest top and are useful 
in the evening to glam up a plain dress. This 
versatile little number, with three-quarter length 
sleeves and a wide neckline, will work wonderfully 
teamed with a pale T-shirt and jeans, or even 
thrown over a pretty spring skirt or dress.

A tale of two boleros
Created using a lightweight yarn, in a fabulous 

shade of raspberry, these boleros are 
so simple and easy to make. You 

just work a flat piece of 
knitting (either in garter 

Popular with fashion icons around the world, this 
bolero is an indispensable addition to all wardrobes.

Coulis
Raspberry

By Siân Luyken

stitch or the lace pattern) and sew up the sleeves 
to create the classic shape. Then using a circular 
needle, pick up stitches and knit a rib to create
the border.

The main photo shows the bolero in its garter 
stitch form, which although simple, is a stitch that 
Siân likes to work with. “Because garter stitch is 
the first technique knitters learn we often 
overlook it in favour of more complicated stitches. 
This is a great shame. Its bumpy surface can 
showcase unusual yarns whose textural qualities 
may be muted by stocking stitch. Moreover, its 
springiness makes it perfect for fitted garments,” 
says Siân. “Here, garter stitch is worked on oversize 
needles with two strands of yarn to display the 
grain of this luxurious and unusual alpaca yarn. 

If this yarn is too expensive or you have 
problems sourcing it, why not experiment with 
other yarns? A variegated, slightly slubby or fine 
mohair yarn will also look beautiful: just be sure to 
check your tension.”

For those who like more of a challenge, why not 
opt to make the lace version of the pattern? Also 
knitted using two strands worked together and 
large needles, your knitting will grow quickly, and 
you’ll have it finished in time for the weekend.

Alpaca is a good alternative 
fibre if you find pure wool 
too irritating to wear.
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Pattern
info

Abbreviations
beg beginning
dec decrease
K knit

P purl
st(s) stitches
Sl 1 slip 1 st

You will need…
UK Alpaca, DK 
Rose Pink 
A 4Vmm circular needle

For the garter stitch version:
A pair of 8mm needles
For the lace version:
A pair of 10mm needles

For where to buy, turn to page 96 
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Tension (For the garter stitch bolero)
Yarn used knits as DK to this tension: 
13 sts x 20 rows to measure 4 x 4 in (10 x 
10 cm) in garter st using 8mm needles.

Tension (For the lace bolero)
Yarn used knits as DK to this tension: 13 
sts x 15 rows to measure 4 x 4 in (10 x 10 
cm) in lace pattern using 10mm needles.

Sizing colour key
So you can re-use this pattern, we’ve 
colour-coded the sizing instructions. 
Simply follow our colour-coded 
measurements and you’re off. 

■ Small
■ Medium

■ Large

Garter stitch bolero

Beginners will love to 
knit this simple garter 
stitch bolero.

 Start knitting here…

BODY
Cast on 130 (143: 156) sts using 8mm 
needles.
Work in garter stitch for 45 (53: 60) rows.
Cast off 30 (34: 39) at beg of next two 
rows, leaving 70 (75: 78) sts.
Mark the third stitch in from either end 
and dec 1 st here for next 3 (3: 3) rows, 
leaving 64 (69: 72) sts. 
Work straight for 30 (34: 41) rows, leaving 
stitch markers in place.
Dec at markers every third row until 50 
(55: 58) sts rem.
Dec at markers on next two rows.
Cast off remaining 46 (51: 54) sts.

MAKING UP
Lay your knitting out flat and carefully sew 
up the arms using invisible seams. 

BORDER
Change to 4Vmm circular needles and, 
using two strands of yarn, pick up two 
stitches for every stitch along the neck and 
cast on and off edges, and two stitches for 
every row along the sides of the cardigan, 
creating approx 468 (504: 536) sts. 
Next row K1, P1 to end then place a stitch 
marker after the last st (this will mark the 
end of the row) and continue ribbing in 
the round for a further 20 rows.
Cast off.
Weave in ends and block.
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Sizing guide S M L

To fit chest in
cm

32-34
81.5-86.5

36-38
91.5-96.5

40-42
102-107

Yarn Ball size Shade

UK Alpaca DK 100g/265m Rose Pink 2 3 4

“ The bumpy surface of garter 
stitch showcases the textural 
properties of the yarn.” 

 Siân Luyken, knitwear designer

Lace bolero

1
With the right side facing you, hold 

your piece of knitting in your left hand. Insert 
the point of the needle through the first loop 
of the cast on stitch, wrap the yarn around 
the needle and pull the yarn through, just like 
a knit stitch.

How to…

Below is a brief explanation of 
how to pick up stitches.

Pick up stitches 
on a cast off edge

2
Pick up the number of stitches you 

need (usually one stitch for each cast on 
stitch). Now turn the knitting and continue 
with the pattern. 

This lace effect will 
look great teamed 
with a summer dress.

The ribbed border is 
knitted in one 
continuous round.

KNIT 
TIP

If you’re unsure of 
knitting the lacy 
pattern, practise 

knitting it with some 
scrap yarn first.

 Start knitting here…

BODY
NOTE: To enable your knitting to move 
freely, we recommend that you knit 
loosely for this particular pattern.

Cast on 131 (143: 159) sts loosely with 
10mm needles .
Row 1 Sl 1, K1, *take yarn to purl side and 
insert right-hand needle through three 
stitches purlwise. (P1, K1, P1) into these 3 sts, 
K1, repeat from * to last 2 sts, K2.
Row 2 Sl 1, P to last stitch, K1.
These 2 rows make up the lace pattern. 
When shaping, make sure that you 
continue to work the lace stitches on top 
of the lace stitches, and the st st stitches 
on top of the stitches. 
Work in pattern for 34 (40: 45) rows.
Cast off 32 (34: 38) sts at beginning of 
next 2 rows, leaving 67 (75: 83) sts.
Mark sixth stitch in from either end. 
Working in stocking stitch to the outside 
of these markers, dec 1 stitch here for next 
4 (4: 4) rows, making sure to still slip the 
first stitch of each row. [59 (67: 75) sts]
Work straight for 22 (25: 31) rows, leaving 
stitch markers in place.
Dec at markers every 2nd row until 51 (59: 
67) sts remain.
Dec at markers on next four rows.
Cast off remaining 43 (51: 59) sts.

MAKING UP
Lay your knitting out flat and carefully sew 
up the arms using invisible seams, making 
sure that the right side faces out. 

BORDER
Change to 4Vmm circular needles and, 
using two strands of yarn, pick up six 
stitches for every repeat (3-in-1 lace stitch 
and 1 stocking stitch) along the neck and 
cast off edge, and three stitches for every 
slipped stitch along the sides of the 
cardigan, creating approximately 436 (478: 
538) sts. Pick up stitches from the inside 
edge to create a smooth seam.
K1, P1 repeat to end.
Continue ribbing for 20 rows.
Cast off in knit.
Weave in ends and block.
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