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April

Harvest

This is a month to celebrate new growth appearing everywhere: 
from tree blossom and the flowers of bleeding heart to swathes 
of colourful spring bulbs. Now is a great time to plant up your 

pond, sow annuals for summer flowers or herbs for easy 
summer pickings. Why not plant a hanging basket ready to 

put out once the last frosts are over and once the earth stops 
feeling cold, you can sow veg seeds direct. It’s a busy month, 
but the days are getting longer, so there’s plenty of time to fit  

in all your gardening jobs. 

K E Y  T A S K S

Prune
 Bay trees 
  Fig trees
  Hardy evergreens
  Hydrangea 

paniculata
  Ornamental quince 

(Chaenomeles) 
– after flowering

  Penstemons
  Untidy ferns

Sow
Indoors:

  Courgettes, 
cucumbers, French 
beans, pumpkins, 
runner beans, 
sweetcorn 

Outdoors: 

  Broad beans, 
Brussels sprouts, 
leeks, lettuces,  
peas spinach

Plant
 Alpines 
 Perennials 
  Potatoes – second 

early and maincrop 
varieties

 Potted trees
 Shrubs 
 Summer-flowering  
 bulbs 
  Sweet pea 

seedlings 

  Asparagus 
  Beetroot
 Evergreen herbs 
 Pea shoots 
  Radishes
  Rhubarb
 Salad leaves  
  Spring cabbagesThe graceful, 

horizontal flower 
stems of bleeding 
heart are one of the 
highlights of spring
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for April

1

3

Notes
GOOD FRIDAY BANK HOLIDAY UK

EASTER SUNDAY

EASTER MONDAY BANK HOLIDAY UK (EXCL SCOTLAND)

Epimediums 
These graceful 
flowers, such as 
‘Fröhnleiten’ like  
a spot in light shade. 
Flowers Apr-May
H x S 40cm x 60cm

Tulips   
This is the month for 
colourful displays of 
tulips such as triumph 
type ‘Rems Favourite’. 
Flowers Apr
H x S 60cm x 15cm

Crab apples  
These are great trees 
for spring blossom 
and attractive fruit 
that lasts into winter. 
Flowers Apr-May 
H x S 6m x 6m

4

Snake’s head  
fritillary 
This wildflower 
naturalises well in 
grass or borders.
Flowers Apr-May
H x S 30cm x 8cm

2

How to get ahead

 Repot houseplants

 Put in plant supports 

 Pot up plug plants

 Start hardening off tender plants

 Add new plants to your pond

  Sow sweetcorn and pumpkins 

indoors under glass

April planner
Use our handy planning page to organise your time and gardening to-do lists for the coming month
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Around the garden

Sow herbs 
Sow leafy herbs such as basil, 
coriander and dill (above). They’re 
expensive bought in pots and easy to 
sow. You’ll need to sow every couple 
of weeks for a supply plants at just 
the right stage in the kitchen for 
cutting. Fill a 9cm tray with multi-
purpose compost, take a pinch of seed and sow quite thickly. Cover 
the seed with a layer of compost or vermiculite, soak and germinate 
somewhere warm. Water often to stop the young seedlings bolting.

Prune early-flowering 
shrubs after blooming
Prune early-flowering deciduous 
shrubs now to stimulate fresh 
growth that will mature and provide 
more flowers next year. Thin growth 
out rather than cutting the plant 
back hard. Stand back to help decide 
which cuts to make to keep the 
shrub looking balanced. The shrub 
should look open in the middle but 
also hold its shape overall.  
   Select shrubs that have recently 
flowered for pruning; forsythia, 
chaenomeles and this flowering 
currant are in this pruning group.  
 

Prune out whole stems with 
loppers or a saw at the base.

Choose either the oldest or those 
growing in the wrong direction. 
Cutting the stem into smaller 
sections makes it easier to remove. 

Carefully prune out one or 
more of the stems if they are 

congested, to open up the shrub.  
An angled pruning saw is useful to 
get into tight places. Cut back any 
snags that are left and use secateurs 
to cut back any damaged shoots.

What to do this month
April is a busy time in the garden, so stay on track with some of our top jobs

1 2

Transplant a  
water lily
Water lilies are starting to grow,  
so now is a good time to 
transplant and repot. Keep the 
new growth on the water surface 
by lowering the basket gradually 
into the pond over a few weeks. 
  Line a meshed basket with 
hessian or fine netting before 
filling with a low-nutrient loam-
based compost for aquatic plants.
  Remove the lily from its pot, 
plant in the centre of the new pot 
and top up the compost.
  Add a layer of gravel to the top 
to stop the compost floating off 
when lowered into the pond.

Prune out old  
fern fronds
Tidy ferns now to keep them 
looking fresh. All the old brown 
fronds can be trimmed off 
deciduous ferns to make room  
for new growth to take centre 
stage. Evergreens need a little 
more care when thinning out  
old fronds. Select the oldest 
browning fronds and remove the 
lower ones beneath the centre to 
maintain the plant’s distinctive 
shuttlecock shape as the new 
fronds expand from the centre.

LOOK OUT FOR
Cold nights

If frost is forecast, 
protect plants with 

a double layer of 
horticultural fleece and 
move pot-grown plants 

to a greenhouse or 
sheltered spot. 

2

1
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Sow annuals now for 
flowers all summer
Sow annuals successionally to 
get a continual show of blooms  
in the garden this summer and 
early flowers next spring. Annuals 
such as cornflowers and pot 
marigolds (pictured) sown in pots 
now will be ready to flower by 
June or July and if you sow more, 
directly into the border in a 
couple of weeks’ time, there will 
still be fresh flowers in autumn. 
Sow more hardy annuals outside 
at the end of summer and these 
will overwinter as young plants 
and flower early next summer. 

In your flower patch

Loosely tie 
sweet peas to 
their supports 
after planting

Plant out sweet 
pea seedlings
  Knock sweet peas out of their 
pots and plant them into a sunny 
border or pot with rich, moisture-
retentive soil or compost. 
  They will need a structure of 
pea sticks, bamboo canes or 
netting they can scramble up,  
to flower through the summer. 
  Keep them well watered as  
they establish and pinch out the 
tops if they are getting leggy. 
  Sweet peas are hardy enough 
to cope with some frost but need 
protection from slugs and snails. 
   Water your plants regularly 
especially in hot weather and pick 
frequently to keep flowers coming.

April is an ideal time to sow cut-and-come-again salad leaves to grow in trays on 
the kitchen windowsill to give some quick, early pickings that are close to hand.

10

 MINUTES QUICK & EASY 

Thin out perennials
Snip out some of the stems of 
crowded herbaceous clumps to 
encourage strong, compact plants 
that won’t need staking or a mid- 
summer rescue as they collapse 
when blooms are jostling for 
room. Vigorous clumps of asters 
and sedums (now also called 
symphyotrichum and 
hylotelephium) perform well with 
this treatment. Cut out a third of 
the young, leafy shoots to give the 
remaining shoots plenty of light 
and more space for flowerheads. 

Plant up a hanging basket
Plant up your hanging baskets this month and let them 
establish under protection before being hung outside 
once the risk of frost is over. Keep it undercover, in a 
greenhouse or conservatory, until the weather has 
warmed up. If you don’t have space indoors, wait  
until mid or late May to plant it up.

Part fill the basket with potting compost, then 
position a single focal plant, such as a bushy 

pelargonium in the middle of the basket. 
Add a selection of trailing plants around the 
edge and free-flowering fillers in the gaps. 
Water the basket well, then hang it up in a  
light but frost-free place to establish well. 

1

2
3
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Sow veg outdoors 
Sow crops straight outside, now 
that the soil temperatures are 
rising and germination is not as  
hit and miss as in early spring. 
  Peas will germinate quickly so 
they’re a good choice. You’ll need 
to put in some supports for them. 
  Add spinach, parsnips, carrots, 
beetroot, leafy greens and spring 
onions to your sowing list, too. 
Sow them into drills. Water the 
bottom of the drill before sowing 
and cover seed with a 1cm layer  
of soil. Label then tamp down the 
row with the back of your rake. 

Growing your own

And don’t forget to...

n  Ventilate the 
greenhouse

n  Pot up plug plants 
for summer displays

n  Protect fruit blossom 
from frost with fleece

n  Give the lawn a high-
nitrogen spring feed

n  Plant out autumn-
sown hardy annuals

n  Label new sowings

n  Prick out seedlings 

n  Protect brassicas from 
cabbage root fly with 
cardboard collars

n  Sow courgette  
seeds indoors 

n  Mow the lawn every 
two weeks

n  Deadhead spring 
bedding plants 

n  Tie in new shoots  
of climbers 

LOOK OUT FOR
Flea beetle

These tiny, jumping 
insects make little 
holes in the leaves  

of cabbage, broccoli, 
rocket and radish 

seedlings. They prefer 
dry soil, so always 
keep the rows well 

watered. You can also 
cover these 

vulnerable young 
brassica plants with 
small-gauge mesh 

netting to keep this 
pest off. 

JOB OF THE MONTH

Tomato seedlings grow fast and are 
hungry feeders, so keep them in vigorous 
growth by potting on as soon as they 
have rooted through their containers. 
The more space tomato plants are given 
on the greenhouse bench, the stronger 
they will be, because tightly packed 
plants tend to be drawn upwards with 
weak stems. Keep potting on as often as 
necessary and support stems by tying 

them loosely to a cane with soft string. 
   If you haven’t started tomatoes indoors, 
there’s still time to sow in small pots or 
trays indoors, or you can save time and 
buy plants. If you’re growing tomato 
plants outdoors, move plants outside, 
after hardening them off, after the last 
frosts in May.  
   Once the flowers appear, feed your 
plants weekly with a liquid tomato feed.

Care for tomato seedlings

Handle your young tomato 
plants with care when 

easing them out of their 
containers for repotting, to 
minimise root disturbance.

Lower the plant into a larger 
pot so that the true leaves 

are just above the compost 
surface. The stem below will 
grow more roots.

Remove the tiny little pair of  
leaves below the first true 

leaves so that when the plant is 
potted deep into the compost 
they will not rot.

Mulch your fruit
It’s time to get a spring mulch 
down around the base of your fruit 
trees. Mulch keeps weeds down, 
conserves moisture and improves 
the soil structure. Remove any 
weeds, then soak the ground with 
plenty of water. Either spread a 
thick layer of rotted manure or 
sprinkle a general fertiliser before 
mulching with less-nutritious 
compost or leafmould.

Look after 
seedlings
  Prick out young seedlings into 
individual pots of good quality 
compost if they have been sown 
thickly and are now becoming 
overcrowded. 
  This will give them space to 
develop to their full potential, 
prevent them from becoming 
leggy and reduce the risk of 
fungal disease. 
  Plenty of light, space to grow 
and good airflow are the main 
elements for success.  
  Add regular watering and a 
weekly half-strength liquid 
seaweed feed, and your 
seedlings should develop into 
sturdy young plants that can 
withstand the stress of 
transplanting, grow strongly and 
provide you with a bumper crop. 

Make pea and bean 
supports
Make structures ready to support 
the scrambling and twining crops  
of peas and climbing beans.  
  Peas are best given a shoulder 
height thicket of informal branched 
prunings pushed upright into the 
ground along the row. Or a neater 
alternative is to tie pea netting up 
between canes. The pea stem 
tendrils will hang on.  
  Beans twine as they grow, so 
need vertical support. Use canes  
or hazel poles pushed well into the 
ground and tied into circular 
wigwams or in double rows tied 
together along the top. Beans are  
a heavy crop so ensure that the 
support can hold their weight.

Water  your 
seedlings each 
time compost 
dries out

1 2 3

Gardening Year Planner 2022 • gardenersworld.com 4746 gardenersworld.com • Gardening Year Planner 2022

April



May

Harvest

May is a month to be savoured by gardeners and nature lovers 
alike. Spring has sprung and summer is just around the corner. 

For most of us, frost becomes increasingly unlikely as the month 
progresses. Once the last frosts are over, it’s time to harden off 
tender plants, ornamentals and vegetables, and put out hanging 
baskets. From sowing biennials to doing the Chelsea chop, there 
are plenty of tasks to keep you busy. As the weather warms up,  

it’s also the perfect time to make nutrient–rich compost that will 
give your plants a boost later in the year. 

K E Y  T A S K S

Prune
 Clematis (winter 
and early spring-
flowering types) 
  Hardy fuchsias 
  Spring-flowering 

shrubs, such as 
flowering currant 
(ribes), kerria and 
Japanese quince 
(chaenomeles) 
– after flowering

  Trained pyracanthas

Sow
Outdoors:

  Annuals, such as 
Californian poppies

  Chard and spinach, 
French and runner 
beans, sprouting 
broccoli, peas, salad 
leaves, sweetcorn

Indoors:

  Courgettes, 
marrows, pumpkins

Plant
  Dahlia tubers  

in pots
  Hardened-off 

seedlings of leeks 
and cabbages

  Summer bedding 
into hanging 
baskets indoors 

  Summer bedding 
into borders and 
containers outdoors 
– after the last frost

  Asparagus
  Beetroot
  Broad beans
 Lettuces 
  Pea shoots
  Rhubarb
 Salad leaves 
 Spring onions  
  Strawberries  

(grown in the 
greenhouse)

Towards the end 
of the month, 
borders are filling 
up and flowers of 
phlox, iris and the 
first roses provide 
a burst of colour
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4 star plants 
for May

1

3

Notes

BANK HOLIDAY UK

Early summer- 
flowering clematis  
Cover borders easily 
with early summer 
clematis such as 
‘Crystal Fountain’. 
Flowers May-Jun; Sep 
H x S 1.8m x 1.8m

Ox-eye daisy   
This native wildflower 
is loved by bees and 
will naturalise well  
in borders. 
Flowers May-Sep
H x S 90cm x 60cm

Lilacs  
Lilacs such as 
‘Sensation’ have 
scented flowers, 
loved by butterflies.
Flowers May-Jun 
H x S 4m x 4m

4

Astrantias 
Perfect for a shady 
spot, astrantias, 
have ruby, pink  
or white flowers. 
Flowers May-Aug 
H x S 35cm x 50cm

2

How to get ahead

 Thin out seedlings 

 Plant a pot for summer colour

 Mow and feed your lawn

  Pinch out flower seedlings  

to encourage bushiness

 Tackle pond weeds

May planner
Use our handy planning page to organise your time and gardening to-do lists for the coming month
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Around the garden

M
ONEY   SAVER

What to do this month
Discover some of the key jobs to get on with, from making compost to planting courgettes

LOOK OUT FOR
Pond weed

Pull out rampant pond  
weeds now before they  

clog up the water.  
Blanket weed is 

particularly invasive  
so remove it by hand 
regularly. Leave the 

weeds by the pond to 
allow any creatures  

to return to the water. 
Weeds are worst in 
nutrient-rich water. 
Large aquatic plants  

such as water lilies and 
marginals help to keep 

the levels down, too. 

Water in trees and shrubs
Give new border plants, trees and shrubs a good 
soak straight after planting, then once a week in 
dry spells; use a whole six-litre watering can on  
a tree for example. This encourages deep rooting 
and eventually makes the plant robust enough  
to cope without watering in the future. Wean  
new plants by making the gaps between watering 
longer. Use rainwater if possible; it saves water 
and is better for the plant. Pots and hanging 
baskets must be watered almost daily in summer. 

Make compost
Collect waste vegetation in a compost bin or heap  
to make your own soil conditioner or ingredient for a 
potting mix. The rotting microbes need air, moisture  
and warmth to work. Use a mix of ingredients. Covering 
the heap and turning it will speed up the process. 

 
  Use raw veg waste, weed tops before they go to seed, 
spent compost, torn paper and chopped up trimmings 
from garden plants to add to the heap. Alter the balance 
of green and brown material if the heap is too wet or dry.
  Mix grass clippings with coarser green vegetation. 
The green material supplies the rotting bacteria with 
nitrogen. As they do their work, the heap will heat up. 
  Add brown material such as leaves, shredded 
prunings, torn card and paper as these provide aeration 
and a long term supply of carbon to keep the heap going. 
  Turn the compost with a garden fork to check it’s well 
rotted. When ready, use as mulch or sieve it for potting.

Install greenhouse shading
In summer, sunlight shining into the greenhouse 
radiates back from all the surfaces, but is trapped 
inside by the glass. This creates a build-up of heat, 
resulting in plants flagging or even burning. Shading 
will keep the temperature down. Integral blinds are 
the most efficient form of shading, but these are 
costly. Shade netting can be pinned easily into the 
glazing bars, but you’ll need access to the windows 
for ventilation. Shade paint is cheap and works well. 

Harden off  
tender plants
Once the last frost is over, it’s 
important to acclimatise tender 
bedding, as well as hanging 
baskets, and vegetable plants 
grown under glass, to outdoor 
conditions. This process should 
take about two weeks, depending 
on how much warmth they’ve 
been used to, how tender they 
are, and your local climate. The 
difference between the last frost 
in the north and south of the UK 
can be as much as a month. 

Move your plants outside in the 
morning and take them in at 
night. If using a cold frame, they 
can stay there all the time – just 
open the lid in the day and close  
it at night. Leave the plants 
outside all night after a week but 
have fleece ready to tuck over 
them if a big drop in night-time 
temperature is forecast. 

52 gardenersworld.com • Gardening Year Planner 2022

May



Empty out pots 
of spring bulbs 
and save them 
for replanting 
in autumn

M
ONEY   SAVER

In your flower patch

LOOK OUT FOR
Ladybird larvae
Young ladybirds look 

very different from their 
well-loved parents, but 
they are also great at 
hoovering up pests.  

So don’t be tempted to 
squish them – instead, 

watch them at work and 
wait for them to change 

into adults. 

Add pollinator-friendly plants when filling gaps in your borders – it’s an easy way  
to attract bees and butterflies. Try single dahlias, hardy geraniums and foxgloves.

10

 MINUTES QUICK & EASY 

Do the Chelsea chop
Cut back herbaceous perennials 
such as echinacea, helenium, 
aster and anthemis in late May 
(around the time the Chelsea 
Flower Show is usually held) to  
get more blooms, later in the 
flowering season. You can prune 
all the stems in a clump to delay 
flowering for four to six weeks. 
Alternatively, cut back around half 
of the clump now, so flowering 
takes place over a longer period. 

Sow biennials for next year
Sow spring bedding biennials such as wallflowers and sweet 
Williams outside in a nursery row, so you can lift and plant them 
this autumn to flower in the garden early next year. Find an area  
of clean soil and create a shallow drill. Water the bottom of the  
drill before sowing the seed. Cover the seed with 1cm of fine soil. 
Germination takes about a week. Protect from slugs and snails. 
Plants will be stronger if you thin the seedlings when they are big 
enough to handle. Expect to lift and plant them out by October. 

Weed wildflower 
patches 
Monitor areas of wildflowers  
for groups of vigorous plants that 
can out compete the more gentle 
growers. Weeds such as nettles, 
creeping thistle and couch grass 
all have the potential to swamp 
everything else – some species 
are just more successful on your 
soil, so may need to be controlled 
to keep a balance of flora. Catch 
them young and carefully pull 
them out by the roots.

Recycle potted 
spring bulbs  
  Save spring bulbs for planting 
again this autumn. Pot-grown 
bulbs can be knocked out and  
laid out in trays or on newspaper 
indoors where the foliage will 
continue to die back. Space them 
out and put them somewhere airy 
to dry out. The foliage will go 
crispy in a week or two and will 
easily separate from the bulbs. 
Take off the leaves and put them 
on the compost heap. 
  Bulbs can be stored in labelled 
paper bags somewhere cool and 
dry. They will stay firm and can be 
replanted or potted next autumn. 

Plant late-flowering 
clematis
 Plant clematis now for 
summer flowers. Plant a little 
deeper than it was in its container 
– it helps to keep their roots cool, 
which helps prevent clematis wilt. 
 Sprinkle a general fertiliser, 
such as blood, fish and bone, 
in the hole to offer nourishment. 
Firm the soil, taking care not to 
fracture the stems. 
 Place a couple of pieces of 
broken paving over the soil to 
prevent the earth drying rapidly. 
Most clematis like their heads in 
the sun and roots in cool earth. 
 Water the plant in well and 
ensure it has a support. Tie in 
stems with soft twine. 
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JOB OF THE MONTH

1 2 3

Succulents and cacti are 
fleshy-leaved or spiny plants that 
conserve water in their leaf, stem 
and root tissue. This helps them 
to survive in dry conditions, 
because they can draw on their 
internal water supply. They make 
stylish and easy houseplants, 
needing plenty of light but very 
little water in order to thrive. 

The succulent tissue will rot 
with too much water, so they are 
best grown in porous terracotta 
pots and free-draining, gritty 
compost. They do well if given 
low-nutrient liquid cacti feed 
once a month in summer. Place 
them in a bright porch or 
conservatory or on a bright 
windowsill, where, having 
evolved in open places such as 
deserts, they will also tolerate the 
low night temperatures likely in 
these spots. Many will burst into 
flower to give extra wow factor. 

Mix loam-based John Innes No.2 
compost with plenty of grit to ensure 

that drainage is good. Place some compost 
in the bottom of a terracotta pot. Shallow pots 
or alpine pans and bowls are also suitable for 
growing these shallow-rooted plants in. 

Support the brittle and sometimes top-
heavy plants carefully when turning 

them upside down to remove them from their 
old pots. Gently pull the pot away from the 
roots. Use gloves or a cloth to protect you 
from plants with spines or barbs. 

Place the plant in the centre of the new 
pot and support it with a fork if it’s 

unsteady, while you put in more compost 
around the sides. Finish with a layer of grit  
as a mulch to keep the crown of the plant dry. 
Wait for three or four days before watering.

Repot succulents
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Growing your own

And don’t forget to...

n  Deadhead spent 
flowers regularly

n  Take softwood 
cuttings of shrubs

n  Mulch strawberries

n  Train cordon tomatoes 
in the greenhouse

n  Move indoor tomatoes, 
aubergines and chillies 
into larger pots once 
the roots have filled 
their first one

n  Plant blueberry 
bushes in acid soil

n  Sow lawn seed

n  Water new shrubs  
and trees regularly

n  Water and feed fruit 
trees in containers

n  Plant summer bulbs

Harvest rhubarb 
Pick rhubarb by holding the stems 
close to the base and twisting 
slightly as you pull them cleanly 
away from the crown. There 
should be a thin sheath at the 
base of the stem rather than  
a snapped end. Rhubarb is 
particularly sweet and tender  
at this time of the season. The 
plant will produce more stems 
this summer, but stop cropping  
it by midsummer to give it plenty 
of time to recover and build up 
energy for next year. 

Remove blackfly from broad beans. These aphids feed on 
the soft tips – squash early infestations by hand or on 
autumn-sown plants pinch out the infested shoot tips.

10

 MINUTES QUICK & EASY 

Plant out courgettes
Prepare weed-free ground to plant 
courgettes, pumpkins or squash at 
the end of May once the last frosts 
are over. They need plenty of water, 
food and a rich soil to support the 
huge amount of growth. Space 
courgettes one metre apart and give 
pumpkins and squash at least two 
metres in each direction. Water the 
ground, avoiding the foliage. 
  

Dig a hole and water the soil  
at the bottom. Mix in compost, 

combined with either a general 
fertiliser or well-rotted manure. 

Place the plant into the centre 
of the hole and hold it just 

above the ground level as you 
mound up the soil around it. 

Press the soil down next to the 
stem to make a dip so water 

flows to the plant as you soak it. 

Pinch out sideshoots 
Keep an eye out for sideshoots forming in the 
angle between the main stem and leaf stems on 
cordon tomatoes. Allowing these sideshoots to 
grow will create a broad, scruffy plant that 
doesn’t produce much fruit but hogs a lot of 
space, so it is important to pinch out the shoots 
with your finger and thumb before they develop. 
Cut any larger sideshoots out with secateurs.

Thin seedlings to improve growth
Thin your seedlings to leave room for others to grow 
and stop them bolting. If there is too much root 
competition for moisture, seedlings such as dill will be 
prone to early flowering, which ruins the foliage quality. 
Pull out the seedlings then firm the remaining ones 
along the row before soaking with water to help them 
recover. Collect the thinnings and put them in a damp 
plastic bag in the bottom of the fridge for use in salads.

Sow between onions
Sow a crop in the space between 
your onion rows. Onions will be 
harvested in a few weeks and 
they create very little soil 
disturbance when pulled from  
the ground, making them ideal for 
intercropping like this. Either grow 
small upright plants such as ‘Little 
Gem’ lettuce, which are cut rather 
than pulled, or sow sweetcorn or 
beetroot direct, which will only get 
big once the onions have gone. 

59

May
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June

PruneSow Plant Harvest

A new season arrives with June, offering a new palette of plants, 
increased light, more heat and – hopefully – much less risk of 

damaging cold. There is a glorious week or two when the month 
is filled with the joys of high summer and the freshness of spring. 
The garden should be full of colour with roses, peonies and hardy 
geraniums in full bloom. Now that it’s warmer you can confidently 
plant out tender plants such as zinnias and courgettes. Other key 

jobs include deadheading to keep flowering plants looking their best, 
looking after your lawn and harvesting crops from the veg patch. 

K E Y  T A S K S

 Alpines 
  Evergreen shrubs 

and hedges
  Gooseberries  

and currants
  Grapevines
  Lilac – after 

flowering
 Spring-flowering  
 shrubs 
  Topiary 

 Beetroot 
  French beans
  Pak choi
  Peas   
 Radishes 
  Salads
  Tender flowers, 

such as cosmos, 
morning glory, 
sunflowers, zinnias 

  Turnips 

  Chicory 
  Leek seedlings 
  Summer bedding, 

such lobelias, 
petunias and violas

  Tender exotics such 
as bananas, cannas, 
colocasia, tithonias

  Tender veg, such as 
chillies courgettes, 
peppers, tomatoes

 Asparagus 
 Baby carrots 
 Broad beans 
 Cherries
  Early potatoes
 Gooseberries 
  Peas
 Radishes  
 Salad leaves 
 Spring onions 
 Strawberries

June is a month 
to savour, with 
so many special 
border plants 
looking fresh, 
vibrant and 
perfectly poised
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W 1 

T 2 BANK HOLIDAY UK

F 3 BANK HOLIDAY UK

S 4 

S 5 

M 6 

T 7 

W 8 

T 9 

F 10 

S 11 

S 12 

M 13

T 14 

W 15 

T 16 

F 17 

S 18 

S 19

T 21 

W 22 

T 23 

F 24 

S 25 

S 26 

M 27 

T 28 

W 29 

T 30 

M 20 

4 star plants 
for June

1

3

Notes

Use our handy planning page to organise your time and gardening to-do lists for the coming month

June planner

Foxglove 
‘Illumination Pink’  
This foxglove is 
perennial and flowers 
for six months. 
Flowers Jun-Nov
H x S 90cm x 45cm

Hostas  
Hostas are grown for 
their striking foliage 
but ‘Dinky Donna’ also 
has lavender flowers. 
Flowers Jun-Jul 
H x S 30cm x 40cm

Aquilegias 
These easy, graceful 
flowers, such as 
‘Nora Barlow’ are 
prolific self seeders. 
Flowers May-Jun
H x S 90cm x 75cm

4

Roses 
June marks the start 
of a summer of 
roses, such as bush 
rose ‘Red Hat Lady’.
Flowers Jun-Sep
H x S 60cm x 50cm

2

How to get ahead

  Feed greenhouse plants  

weekly when watering

 Squash or wash off aphids on roses

 Clip topiary to keep it in shape

 Take pelargonium cuttings

 Pull out or hoe off weeds
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Around the garden

What to do this month
Summer is a busy time in the garden, so check out our essential jobs for June

Deter slugs with 
wool pellets
Keep slugs off plants by using 
wool pellets to make a barrier. 
Create a complete ring about 
10cm wide around the plant 
close to emerging growth.  
The pellets swell up when wet, 
making a mulch that absorbs 
slime so that slugs avoid moving 
over it. Used as part of a 
campaign against slug damage 
with other barriers such as 
traps, hand picking and copper 
tape, they’re a very effective 
alternative to slug pellets. 

Remove rose 
suckers
Tackle suckers coming 
from the base of your 
roses. If they tower 
above the other growth 
or look different from the 
rest of the foliage, they 
are likely to be suckers 
growing from the 
rootstock. If suckers are 
left to grow, they take 
over. Don’t cut them 
back, they will return just 
as strong. Instead, 
scrape the soil back and 
snap them off the roots 
with a good hard tug. 

Feed plants
Apply fertiliser now to keep your 
plants healthy and give them the 
strength to provide a top 
performance for the rest of the 
summer – you’ll harvest more 
from your veg, too. 
 Granular fertilisers or mixtures 
such as blood, fish and bone can 
be added as one dose to the 
compost or soil around the plant, 
and will last for several weeks. 
Put on some gloves, then sprinkle 
the fertiliser around the base of 
the plant by hand. Rake it in, then 
water to release the nutrients 
into the soil for the plant to take 
in. Specific preparations for acid-
loving plants are also available. 
 Alternatively, use a regular 
dose of liquid feed when 
watering. This allows you to 
target the plant feed, based  
on growth stage and vigour. 
Mixes formulated for tomatoes  
or flowers are high in potassium  
to boost flowering and fruit 
development, while foliage feeds 
have more nitrogen. Seaweed-
based products are a good 
source of trace elements such  
as iron and manganese which 
encourage healthy leaf growth.

Put in supports for dahlias to prevent the stems snapping 
under the weight of the flowers later in the summer – do it 
now, before the stems get heavy. Use sturdy stakes about 
1m tall and tie the main stems to them with soft string.

10

 MINUTES QUICK & EASY 

LOOK OUT FOR
Nesting birds

Before pruning hedges 
or shrubs, check for 

nesting birds.  
If possible, avoid 

pruning hedges between 
March and August, or 

prune only very lightly. 
It’s illegal to cut a hedge 

if the action damages 
active birds’ nests. 

Green up your lawn
Give your lawn a boost with  
a dose of liquid fertiliser. It can  
be applied through a hose-end 
diluter or to smaller areas using  
a watering can. Take care to 
follow the dilution rate specified 
on the product packaging. Dry 
weather can result in yellow 
lawns, but only apply feed after 
rain to avoid scorching the grass. 
A liquid feed works faster than 
granular fertiliser, as it can be 
instantly taken up by the roots. 
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Deadhead roses   
Use a pair of snips to deadhead 
roses, or nip the old flowers off 
by hand. Deadheading 
encourages new flowers to 
develop quickly. Put the debris 
in a bucket or trug as you go 
along. Snipping off fading 
blooms stops hips from forming 
too early, leaving the plant with 
energy to flower later in the 
year. Empty the bucket or trug 
onto the compost heap. 
Deadheading is a valuable  
but gentle task that gives you  
a chance to wind down and 
literally smell the roses. 

Put in supports for 
hardy perennials
Support flower stems before they get too 
heavy and flop to the ground or get blown 
over. Wire mesh placed across horizontally 
or purpose built plant supports with a grid, 
allow stems to grow through and flower 
above. Canes and string or an informal 
mesh made of pea sticks also work well, 
but place them so that the plant will hide 
the support once it has grown through it. 

Add marigolds for colour
Plant French marigolds in your borders now  
to give instant colour that will continue right 
through until early autumn.

 Soak the plants in their pots or modular 
trays, carefully tip them out, then use a 

trowel to make a hole deep enough to cover 
the rootball. Firm them in with your hands and 
water again. Space plants 15-20cm apart. 

Put a slug deterrent in place. Try copper 
rings or surrounding them with wool 

pellets. Pests such as aphids are said to avoid 
the smell of marigolds, so they may help to 
protect nearby plants from these pests too. 

Prune Clematis armandii
Keep early-flowering evergreen Clematis 
armandii within bounds by pruning now, while 
there is still plenty of time for new growth to 
mature and carry flowers next spring. Remove 
any scorched leaves or weather-damaged 
shoots and any growing out further than you 
want. Then lightly prune back the newest 
shoots to stimulate more juvenile growth and 
restrict the plant’s overall spread. But don’t 
delay pruning or you may reduce the number  
of flowers that it has next spring.

1

2

Plant out tender flowers
 Bed out the last of your tender plants, now that 
the frosts are over and night temperatures are 
consistently warm. The most temperature-
sensitive flowers, such as lantana, lemon verbena 
and zinnias, as well as southern- hemisphere 
salvias and dahlias can now safely go out in pots 
or be planted in your borders. 
 Give them a good soak when they are in 
position and deadhead them if they are in flower, 
because the burst of growth that follows this 
trimming back will help them acclimatise to their 
new summer home. 

In your flower patch

LOOK OUT FOR
Lily beetle eggs
Attacks of this pest 

result in damaged leaves 
and may also reduce 
flowering next year. 
Remove the beetles  

by hand and encourage 
birds into the garden  

to eat the larvae. 

Deadhead 
spent blooms 
to encourage 
more to form

Plant out tall flowering bulbs in any gaps at the back of your borders. Potted bulbs, 
such as fragrant lilies – either bought or grown yourself – will provide instant colour.

10

 MINUTES QUICK & EASY
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Growing your own

Snip clumps of chives down to ground level to rejuvenate them. Give them a thorough 
watering afterwards and they’ll send up new growth, ready to harvest in four weeks.

TOP TIP 

Sweetcorn is 
best planted 
40-45cm apart 
in warm soil

Sow speedy radishes in gaps between other veg
Get the maximum produce from your veg patch by sowing radishes between 
slower-growing crops such as spring onions, sweetcorn, leeks, beetroot and 
carrots. The radishes grow quickly and take up little space, and pulling them 
out barely disturbs other plants nearby. Once you’ve harvested the radishes, 
the slower crops will expand to use up the space. You can also grow them 
as a ‘catch crop’ to use empty ground after removing crops such as broad 
beans and before moving spring brassicas into their final growing positions. 

Harvest peas to prolong crops 
Pick peas regularly – ideally daily – to keep the plants producing 
flowers and pods. If you leave them for a few days, the pods will 
mature and the plants will stop cropping, as they’ve done their job 
of providing seeds. So keep on picking to keep the pods coming.

LOOK OUT FOR
Woolly aphids

 
These sap-sucking 
insects hide under  

a waxy fluff on  
apple tree shoots.  
Use a stiff-bristled  

brush to remove them, 
before the population  

builds up.  

Plant out sweetcorn 
in groups
Choose a sunny, sheltered site for 
planting sweetcorn. It grows best 
in warm, free-draining soil. 
 This crop should be planted in 
groups rather than rows, to make 
wind pollination more successful. 
 Weed the planting area, then 
rake in a general fertiliser. 
 Space the plants 40-45cm 
apart. Make a hole with a trowel, 
water the base then put the plant 
on top, fill with soil and firm in. 
 Water again and spread a 
mulch of well-rotted manure  
or compost close to (but not 
touching) each plant.

Pick June crops
Keep picking harvests of broad 
beans and asparagus. Beetroot, 
turnip, kohlrabi and bunching 
carrots may be ready for pulling 
and try digging the first new 
potatoes. Lettuces and herbs are 
in full swing too. It’s best at this 
time of year to harvest these as 
you need them, but if you can’t 
then wash and trim them to keep 
in the salad drawer of the fridge. 
Where harvesting crops has 
freed up space, pull out weeds, 
add a sprinkling of general 
fertiliser then rake level ready for 
sowing more leaves or planting 
out leeks and French beans. 
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JOB OF THE MONTH

1 2

And don’t forget to...

n  Check if containers 
need watering

n  Prick out and pot  
on seedlings 

n  Tie in climbing and 
rambling roses 

n  Feed fruiting veg crops 
with tomato fertiliser

n  Pot on any cuttings 
taken earlier in  
the year 

n  Check for slugs 
and snails hiding 
underneath pots

n  Dig up early potatoes

n  Plant out French 
beans

n  Water and feed 
greenhouse plants 

n  Weed paths and  
gravel areas

3 4

We are all so used to popping into the 
supermarket to snatch a cellophane bag 
of ready-picked, ready-washed salad 
leaves, that it is all too easy to forget how 
simple it is to grow them at home. They 
need little fuss, virtually no space and 
you know exactly what they’ve been 
through to get to your plate. 

Sowing now is ideal because the 
weather is warm, the light intensity is 

high and you will need nothing in the 
way of protected cultivation (no 
greenhouse or frame) to get them 
growing. It will only be a few weeks 
before you can harvest, and you can do 
that throughout the season on a cut-and-
come-again basis. There are lots of 
varieties available, but a mixture is the 
best bet. Sow every couple of weeks 
outdoors for a succession all summer. 

Grow fresh salad leaves

Fill a large 
terracotta pot with 

multi-purpose compost. 
Terracotta keeps the 
compost cool and the 
moisture levels steady, 
which ensures even 
growth and a longer 
harvest time. 

Cover the seeds 
lightly with a thin 

layer of sieved compost. 
Use a fine sieve, or 
otherwise a small 
plastic pot with several 
holes cut in the base will 
do the same thing – 
cheap and effective! 

Stand the pot in a 
tray of water until 

the surface becomes 
moist. This avoids 
displacing the seeds as 
can happen with a 
watering can. Stand the 
pot in a bright, sheltered 
spot. Water when dry.

Sow the seeds 
thinly on the 

surface. They need to 
be far enough apart to 
allow for growth, but not 
so far apart that there 
are too few plants per 
pot. Aim to place the 
seeds about 1cm apart.

Feed pumpkins and 
courgettes
Pumpkins, squash and courgettes 
are all hungry plants and benefit 
from regular feeding over the 
summer. Fill a watering can with 
diluted liquid fertiliser, following 
the dosage rate on the bottle. 
Apply it in the morning or evening 
to the base of the plant and soak 
the roots. Regular feeding will 
keep your plants in growth and 
improve the quality of their fruits. 
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